
  GOD’S PROMISE 
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What will we remember this year of 
2009? Was it any more chaotic or  
peaceful than others? How does this  
relate to Jesus’ promise that His advent 
offers light, peace, government, truth, 
justice and all the other life qualities we 
long for? 
 
All the wise heads of the world have  
gathered in Copenhagen to try and save 
the planet from severe climate changes 
such as global warming.  
Meanwhile, Vancouver hopes it will be 
cold enough to have lots of snow for the 
winter Olympics.  
Terrorist attacks continue unabated with  
a seeming renewed focus on Pakistan. 
The economic meltdown is showing some 
signs of recovery, yet unemployment  
remains as high as ever and people are 
genuinely fearful of their future.  
Financial institutions and big corporations 
who needed a handout to survive, are 
returning to their old pattern of rewarding 
themselves with huge bonuses.  
Governments and businesses try and find 
new taxes and charges to reach into the 
pockets of ordinary citizens in order to 
“serve us better.”   
Greed based consumerism has hijacked 
the real meaning of Christmas. 
 
Advent reminds us that our Lord Jesus 
warned us of these kinds of upheavals. 
They are like birth pains, as contractions 
increase in intensity and frequency, they 
signify the coming birth. We are looking 
forward to the birthing of a new earth and 
heaven with the return of Jesus Christ. 
Perhaps all the shaking and shuddering  
is a wake-up call and warning to re-
evaluate our priorities. God’s people are 
not exempt from these rumblings. As  
during his incarnation years, Jesus  
challenges the heart and root of belief  

 
in the religious world. Throughout history 
the Church has had its own share of  
turmoil. Recently, the Anglican Church 
has divided over Biblical and moral issues 
which lie at the heart of the Gospel.  
 

How does this relate to the beautiful 
Christmas carol:  

 
Silent night! Holy night!  
All is calm, all is bright.  

Yonder the Virgin-Mother and Child,  
Holy Infant so tender and mild,  

Sleep in heavenly peace,  
sleep in heavenly peace? 

 
Is this is a true description of that night?  
· Joseph frantically running around 

trying to find a place to stay 
· The mass of humanity crowding into 

Bethlehem 
· An exhausted Mary delivering her  
      precious baby in a stinky stable  
· Herod in his insecure jealousy trying 

to track down his perceived competi-
tion with murderous intentions  

Was this really a peaceful, silent night? 
The circumstances would not seem to  
be so.  
 
What made it holy, calm, bright and 
peaceful, was the incarnation, the  
coming of God into this fallen sinful world 
in human form. That is what brought  
the stillness. That is what made the  
difference. 
 
And the same is true for us. We may not 
see all the changes in the circumstances 
we hope for - a new job, a financial wind-
fall, banks giving us a break, insulation 
from pain and suffering, all Christians  
agreeing on everything. We may feel  
under pressure from all sides.  
 

 
But God’s promise is that we can know 
His peace in the midst of the upheaval, 
order in the midst of the disorder, rule in 
the midst of the unruliness, holiness in 
the midst of the  distractions, stillness in 
the midst of the storm, good news in the 
midst of the bad.   
 

What makes the difference? 
  
It is God, Emmanuel coming into our lives 
and being with us. It is Jesus, our Saviour 
who is Christ the Lord. For over 135 
years, this Church of Our Lord has been 
a place for people to come and find  
sanctuary and salvation through Him.  
 
This Christmas we celebrate the coming 
of Jesus into the world, the light shining in 
the darkness, the King who rules in the 
hearts of those who receive Him, but 
whose full reign over the created order  
is still to come. This is what makes our 
day and night silent, holy, calm, bright, 
peaceful, and full of hope. 
 
Lynne and our family join me in wishing 
you a blessed Christ- and hope-filled 
Christmas and New Year.  

Rod 
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TAKE A MOMENT by Lynne Ellis 
 
The lid rattles over bubbling water on the 
stove. Another hour before the pudding is 
ready.  Wafts of mixed dried fruits soaked 
in brandy follow me as I rush downstairs  
to move wet clothes into the dryer. Three 
weeks to go before the great celebration 
and so much to be done.  Mince pies and 
gingerbread cookies still to bake, gifts to 
wrap and cards to write, floors to clean and 
silverware to shine, and let’s not forget all 
the preparations for the annual Sunday 
School play, the Carol Service and Christ-
mas day service. Is this the feeling of 
stress? 
 

“Take a moment,” I sort of hear in my head. 
Is it my own thought or is it a reminder from 
God? “Take a moment to enjoy the fun of 
getting ready for the big celebration.” 
 

I sit with a cup of tea, my feet up, a book  
in hand. The moment is welcome, though  
it’s soon interrupted. A phone call from  
a concerned person who needs help. A 
prayer. A dish for a potluck. A costume for 
a play. A request for a gift I hadn’t planned 
for. When will I find time to finish making 
the lemon curd and paint those pictures  
I intended to give to family and friends? 
 

As time slips into a new day, the pudding  
is safely stored away, the washing is ready 
to be worn again, the prayer is answered, 
the costume found and I’ve painted one 
picture. The potluck supper was filled with 
good humour and closer friendships were 
formed. 
 

I relax into preparing a clean canvas. A 
picture takes shape before my eyes. “Take 
a moment”, I think, smiling at the wonder  
of this encapsulated creation that hardly 
begins to reflect the enormous grandeur of 
God’s breathtaking creation.  I can only see 
a part of it from my window. The towering 
evergreens reach heavenward and the 
birds twitter in their branches, excited about 
the morsels left there for them. They’re 
enjoying every moment. 
 

“Take a moment to enjoy the reason for  
our celebration.” I think of the soon-to-be-
presented Sunday School Christmas Play. 
It’s called, GOD’s MESSAGE TO THE 
WORLD. His message came in human 
form; His gift to us - His Son, Jesus Christ,  
the Saviour of mankind. My thoughts of 
busyness fade away. Overwhelming  
gratitude fills my heart. 
 

Take a moment to bask in the blessing of 
our Lord, the Gift of God, the Light of the 
World, Immanuel. Indeed, take a moment 
to understand that God is  with us. 

 
We have just celebrated 135 years of 
church history, which took place on  
November 1st 2009.  We have experienced 
the anointing of the Holy Spirit upon the 
saints past and present, and hopefully in 
the future.  Previously we had an enjoyable 
progressive lunch in which members of our 
two services participated and were blessed 
by the love of Christ. 
 
We are now in the season of Advent, 
which is the preparation for the coming  
of the Christ Child, Jesus.  We sometimes 
forget that Jesus was human.  He had a 
normal birth, but it was spiritual. He grew 
up in a Jewish household.  He had boy-
hood friends that he enjoyed.  He followed 
his father’s trade and became a carpenter.  
Joseph is not mentioned as Jesus grew to 
manhood, so it is possible that Joseph died 
early in Jesus’ life and that Jesus became 
head of the house and looked after His 
mother, Mary.  This was the custom of the 
Jewish people, to look after those who 
needed help in their everyday lives.  
 
Each of us celebrates Christmas in  
different ways.  As children we have  
fond memories of those early Christmas 
mornings when we would awake in  
expectation of presents under the tree and 
stockings filled with goodies. I remember 
when I was a child in England, I had a big 
stocking that was filled each Christmas 
with toys and eatable goodies.  My cousins 
would come over on Christmas day and  
we would tell each other what we had  
received, but not what we had given in 
exchange.  As I grew in years I exchanged 
my stocking for a pillowcase, which meant 
that it would get bigger presents and much 
more goodies, but still little thought of  
giving in exchange. 
 
It was not until World War II that I began 
to realize it was better to give than to  
receive. Chocolates were rationed, so I 
would save up my rations of chocolate  
and place them in a large tin.  At Christmas 
time I would then share my chocolate  
rations with my cousins to their great  
delight.  I also had a large cupboard in 
which I kept all my toys and at Christmas 
time I would invite my cousins to come  
and choose a toy for their Christmas gift.   

 

 
I got a big kick out of doing this, but I still 
was not aware of the true meaning of 
Christmas, even though I grew up in a 
Christian household.  Oh I knew about 
Jesus and how He was born but I still 
thought that it was the custom to receive 
gifts on Christmas day. 
 
As I matured and came to Canada, I was 
led to know Jesus and what He meant  
to me personally, and then I began to  
understand why we give gifts at Christmas 
time.  It is symbolic of what God the  
Father gave to us, and so we reciprocate  
by giving gifts to others to show that we 
appreciate their kindness in our lives and 
to symbolize the greatest gift of all, God’s 
gift to us of Jesus His Son. 
 
However we must ask ourselves the  
question, if God gave us His greatest gift 
in Jesus, what can we give to God in return 
for His graciousness?  God really doesn’t 
want a material gift, because He made  
our world and everything in it and it all 
belongs to Him.  So what can we give 
then?  We can recognize that God loves us 
and wants to have personal relationship 
with us.  He wants us to worship Him in 
the Spirit of beauty, truth and love.  This 
has to come from our heart.  God wants  
to receive the gift of a pure heart at  
Christmas.  Now we can rationalize and 
intellectually epitomize that no one’s heart 
is pure enough to give to God.  But when 
we come to God as we are, sinners all of 
us, God accepts us and transforms us and 
we begin a process of purifying our heart 
for Him.  The process may take time, but 
God has all the time in the world, and He 
waits for us to come to Him, and His arms 
are wide open to receive us and forgive us 
our sins. 
 
Now at this Christmas time my prayer for 
all of us is that the Spirit of the Christ 
Child will be reborn within our hearts and 
that we will proclaim the Good News of 
Jesus in everything we say, think, and do.  
To each and everyone of you  we say have 
a Merry Christmas with joy in your heart 
and a Happy New Year of God’s blessings 
in your lives. 
 
 

 ADVENT - Bishop Rob Badham 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES: 
BEST WISHES FOR A BLESSED 

CHRISTMAS & 
A HAPPY NEW YEAR 

 
Victorians were very fond of decoration 
and in the late 19th  century, the  newspaper 
went so far as to write an article appraising 
the Xmas decorations of some of the well-
known churches.  The Church of Our Lord 
was always featured as the following piece 
(written December 25, 1889) indicates. 

 
THE CHURCHES  

DESCRIPTION  OF SOME OF THE   
DECORATIONS  WITH  THE  PROGRAMME  

OF SERVICES 
 

Never before in the Church History of  
Victoria have the Christmas decorations 
been as complete and beautiful as they  
are today.  Almost every place of worship 
has had something done to make it more 
attractive than usual in honor of the day, 
and result of the labour of church members 
is most satisfactory to them and the public, 
who shall today have the opportunity of 
admiring the beauty of their work….  

 
 REFORMED  EPISCOPAL CHURCH   

The young ladies of this homelike and well 
attended church have this year had entire 
charge of the Christmas decorations and 
well have they acquitted themselves; the 
adornments of the church and chancel far 
surpassing all efforts of former years.  All 
the windows are wreathed in cedar and fir; 
the top of the wainscotting is hidden under 
the same rich green, and the window sills 
are filled with beautiful moss upon which 
are placed letters of white, which, with the 
circuit of the auditorium made, forms the 
triumphant song of the angels. “Glory to 
God in the Highest; On Earth Peace, Good 
Will Toward Men”.   The pulpit has been 
trimmed with artistic care.  Across its front 
is hung a drape of Nile green silk, while 
holly and juniper flowers and berries  
complete the pretty effect.  Alternate white 
and red panels with a tracery of ivy form 
the decorations of the altar rails; while the 
ends, the base and the rails proper are also 
trimmed with fir.  Holly alone has been 
used in beautifying the communion rail.  
The lectern rises from a bank of moss, and 
is trimmed with draperies of three colors, 
relieved with holly, berries and flowers, 

variegated leaves of ivy lending a graceful  
effect to the whole.  No draperies have 
been used in the embellishment of the 
reading desk, which is however a model  
of carefully finished and artistic work.   
The plan of decoration here adopted is  
simplicity itself.  The base is formed of 
mass foliage, the front covered with a  
delicate tracery of holly and ivy, and the 
top wreathed with the same glossy green 
which falls in graceful festoons at the ends 
and over the front. 
 A new and extremely pretty effect has 
been produced by the ladies having the 
adornment of the font in their charge.  Its 
base is formed of ivy, the body of swan 
down, frosted and partially covered with 
green, through which the snowy white 
background glistens like dewdrops in the 
morning sunlight.  A pure white dove  
hovers over the font, with pinions out-
stretched. 
 All the young people have taken great 
interest in their labor of love and too much 
credit can hardly be given them when the 
beauty of the decorating is noted.  The 
work of trimming the church was divided 
as follows:  Mrs. Cridge, pulpit; Messrs. 
Bowker and Johnston, window sills; Miss 
Pemberton and Miss Langley, lectern; 
Miss Green and Miss Worlock, choir rails; 
the Misses Richardson, reading desk;  
Miss Laundy and the Misses Carr, font.  
Valuable assistance was also render  
by Mrs. Goffin, Mrs. Waddington,  
Miss Wilson, Miss Dickenson, Miss J.  
Devereux, Messrs. Laundy, Haynes,  
Reid, Wilson and Carr. 
 At 11 o’clock this morning, Dykes 
service will be given, the anthems being 
Goss’ “Behold I Bring You Good Tidings” 
and Williams’ “And There were  
Shepherds”, the solo parts being sustained 
by Mrs. Mouatt and Mrs. J.D. Helmcken.  
Mr. Sallaway will also sing Gounod’s 
“Nazareth”.  The service will be conducted 
by Rt. Rev. Bishop Cridge and Rev. Dr. 
Reid. 

An Advent Prayer 
 

As this season of preparation continues, 
Holy God who is with us, may we lean into 

every moment of our days to redeem the 
time, to make the most of our every  

moment.  May we prepare the visible Body 
of Christ, our community, to receive Your 
eternal approach and Your loving embrace.  

With our faces turned to You, we await 
Your holy descent, and ask, Lord, that You 

hear our prayer, offered in humility: 
 

That despite the roar of our days,  
our hearts may grow still. 

That glimpsing the quiet cove,  
we may seek You in that stillness. 

That resting in Your presence,  
our hearts might be prepared to hear You. 

That the angel of God might visit  
the chambers of our hearts.  

That the angel of God might say to us 
“Rejoice.” 

That we might hear,  
and truly respond in joy. 

That the angel of God might say to us, 
“Receive.” 

That the servant of God might respond, 
“Let it be as you say.” 

That our hearts might become fertile 
wombs in which new life begins. 

That we may apprehend  
the infant life within. 

That we might embrace that infant life. 
That we may walk with care  

to bring about new birth. 
That we may witness the seed  

of God bearing Holy Fruit. 
 

As the season of Incarnation approaches, 
as we prepare to receive Life himself,  

may we taste and see how our own lives, 
the life of the world, and the very breath  

of the universe flow to us from the  
Holy One made flesh. 

 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
 
 

Written by Scott Cairns 
From God With Us: Rediscovering the 

Meaning of Christmas  
(Paraclete Press, 2007) 

 
Submitted by Sylvia Van Kirk 
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VICTORIA SUZUKI 
PIANO SCHOOL 

Victoria & Langford 
‘Since music has so much to do with the 

molding of character, it is necessary that we 
teach our children’ Aristotle 

 

· A Montessori-styled music  
environment for young children. 

· A personalized music program for 
middle and high school students. 

 

Bambie Maree  A.V.C.M. 
30 years teaching experience 

www.vsps.ca   250-385-8355 
musicnow@islandnet.com 

 

‘Music is that which penetrates the ear with 
facility and quits the memory with difficulty’ 

Thomas Beecham 
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The GrapeVine is the 
official newsletter of:  
Church of Our Lord  

626 Blanshard St 
Victoria BC V8W 3G6  

Tel: 250-383-8915  
Fax: 250-383-8916 

email: office@churchofourlord.org 
website: www.churchofourlord.org 

 

Rector: Rev. Dr. Rod Ellis 
Assistant Pastor: Rev. Peter Umland 
GrapeVine Editor: Ingrid Andreller 

 
 

While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy  
of this publication, responsibility cannot be taken  

for any errors which may inadvertently occur.  
Copyright of text remains with Church of Our Lord. 

 

This publication is distributed without charge  
and may not be sold for profit. 

COOL Mission Statement: 
“To know and love our Lord 

To go and grow His Church.”  

 

PRAYER CHAIN  
 

For personal and emergency  
prayer requests, contact 

Lynne Ellis at 250-652-6496  
or email: lynneellis@shaw.ca 

 

TITHES and 
DONATIONS: 

�
�

Direct Debit or Pre-authorized Credit Card 
payments are an easy and convenient 

alternative to envelopes.  
Please call Pam Beecroft at  

250-812-9217 for more information. 
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Victoria Prayer Counselling is a safe place 
where Christians in need of healing can 

come to open their hearts to Almighty God  
and receive His healing through prayer,  

loving counsel and the Word of God. 
 

2604 Quadra Street,  
Victoria, B.C. V8T 4E4   

 
 
 
 
 
Sanctuary Youth Centre  

 
www.sanctuaryyouth.org  

Tel: 250-385-6255  
 

Open Tuesday-Thursday 
3 pm to 5 pm & 7 pm to 9 pm. 

Fridays: 3 pm to 9 pm 

LEADING INFLUENCE  
MINISTRIES 

Chaplaincy Ministry to our MLAs 
 
 

Rev. Tim Schindel 
Tel: 250-483-5403 

 

www.leadinginfluence.com 

UNDER THE  
UMBRELLA  

Pre-school daycare 
 
    Raymonde         

Foyster  
Tel: 250-320-0022 

 

THE TABLE 
ACiC– Victoria Church Plant 

Drawing people into communion with 
Jesus Christ and community with one 
another and sends them in mission to 

bless our neighbours. 
 

Rev. Josh Wilton & Rev. Andy Withrow 
2nd floor, 626 Blanshard St 

250–661-4141 
www.tablechurch.ca 


