A TIME OF CELEBRATION

Recently | preached on the wedding
feast /banquet to which we are invited

by Jesus himself. Blessed are those

who are invited to the wedding supper

of the Lamb. This is a future event in
heaven when all the saints, the bride

of Christ, will be united with the groom,
the Lord Jesus Christ. Every week we
get a foretaste of this banquet as we
gather around the Lord’s table for worship
and Holy Communion...Whoever eats

of my flesh and drinks of my blood has
eternal life. And every day we have

an opportunity to accept our Lord’s
invitation...I stand at the door and knock,
if anyone hears my voice and opens the
door, | will come in and eat with him. And
then there are those special celebration
events which are the closest we'll get to
experiencing heaven, here on earth.

Last week in Texas, was one of those
moments. The setting was the formal
institution of the new Anglican Church

of North America held at St. Vincent's
Cathedral, Bedford in Texas. Canada was
well represented by over forty delegates,
including Bishop Charles, Claudia, Lynne
and myself.

The weather was scorching hot, over 100
degrees, and the fellowship just as warm.
As we gathered there was a great spirit
of co-operation and commitment. The
Archbishop elect, Bishop Robert Duncan,
encouraged us all to keep the right focus
- which was “to keep the main thing the
main thing.” And this was the joy - that
everyone truly believed in the Gospel of
salvation, the authority of the Word, and
wanted to glorify the risen, ascended
Lord Jesus Christ. This was evident

even in what could have been a fairly
mind- numbing process, but the canons
and constitution were ratified very
smoothly. Lynne and | were in a hotel

that had the benefit of a cheaper rate, but
it was quite a distance from the Cathedral
and meant we were dependent on others
for rides. The meetings went on all day
from 7 a.m. till 10 p.m. and although we
didn’t get to everything, we managed to
attend most of those we wanted. David
Short, Rector of St. John’s Shaughnessy
gave an exhilarating exposition of Acts
5:17 on, drawing parallels with the church
experience of today.

Rick Warren, founding Pastor of the
22,000 member Saddleback Community
Church, inspired, motivated and gave
very practical teaching on the process
of building the Church -- from Jesus’
invitation to come and see, to his

challenge of discipleship to come and die.

Archbishop Jonah of the Orthodox
Church of America opened his arms
to us, and laid out his expectations for
dialogue. He was interesting; however,

it came across as though he welcomed
relationship as long as we changed to be
just like them.

The highlight of the week was the worship
service for the investiture of Bishop Bob
Duncan as Archbishop. Held in Christ
Church, Plano, one of the largest
Anglican Churches in the USA, it was
liturgical worship at its best, blending
traditional hymns with contemporary
praise songs led by an exceptional
orchestra and choir. The sanctuary and
facility was magnificent, the music and
worship glorious, and the event itself
historic. Around 450 Bishops and Clergy
processed into a church overflowing with
over 3,000 congregants. There was a
tangible sense of joy and unity in the
presence of the Lord.

While there is a definite spirit of goodwill
and unity around a common cause, one
can’t underestimate the challenges
ahead. Probably the biggest issue that
will have to be faced is the ordination of
women. There are those who are very
supportive with many women already
serving in the diaconate and presbyterate
ministries. And there are those who are
strongly opposed. We all believe in the
guidance of the Holy Spirit and are
trusting God will work this out. The
benefits and blessings far outweigh the
challenges, as long as we keep our eyes
on the Lord and ensure ‘the main thing
remains the main thing’. A strong
Communion united in Christ with a
heart for proclaiming the Gospel to a
dying world is what should keep us
moving together in the same direction.
The REC is one of the founders of this
emerging Church. At this time, like most
of the networks involved, we shall enjoy
a dual citizenship - still as the REC but as
(Continued on page 2)




(Continued from page 1)
full participants under the umbrella of
the ACNA.

Then we drove to Houston where
Lynne and Claudia attended a
women'’s spiritual enrichment
conference. | had one of the “best”
conferences as | enjoyed some
Wimbledon, got dizzy swimming
lengths in the (teeny) pool, and even
went on a shopping expedition with the
“gals.” | did try to teach them all | knew
about how to shop, but my generous
offer was not taken seriously. Pity!
Now Lynne will share her own
Reflections.

1AM’

| was regretting the past
And fearing the future.
Suddenly God was speaking:
‘My name is | AM.’

| waited. God continued:
‘When you live in the past,
With its mistakes and regrets,
it is hard.
I am not there.
My name is not | was.

When you live in the future,
With its problems and fears, it is hard
| am not there.
My name is not | will be.

When you live in the moment,
It is not hard. | am here.
My nameis | AM.

Author unknown

DEEP IN THE HEART OF TEXAS

| expected it to be hot in Texas, even
looked forward to it, but it still took me by
surprise. 104 degrees Fahrenheit is really,
really scorching. More surprising was the
freezing air conditioning in the vast build-
ings. I'm glad | packed those two light
cardigans!

But what is temperature when the
spiritual climate is so perfect. The sense
of confidence that God was in control and
moving this mass of like-mined people
from Anglican backgrounds towards a
new thing was palpable.

My heart skipped when | heard guest
speaker, Pastor Rick Warren read from
ISAIAH 43, especially verses 18 and 19,
because this is what the Lord gave me
21 years ago when Rod and | left the
Anglican church. Over the same issue,
bishops and clergy from across North
America have now left to form a new
Anglican Province of North America.

As | listened to Rick Warren's message,

| saw how God had set us on our
personal journey to pioneer a non-
denominational church in Cape Town that
opened the avenue for us to emigrate to a
non-denominational church in Brentwood
Bay 16 years ago and soon thereafter into
Church of Our Lord, a Reformed
Episcopal (or Anglican) Church. And

here we are now, in the newly reformed,
newly established, orthodox Anglican
communion.

The highlight of the conference,
which | felt privileged to attend, was the
glorious worship service in the Cathedral
at Plano for the investiture of the new
Archbishop of this Province. Though the
pomp and ceremony did not disappoint,
their were no airs and lofty graces, but a
down-to-earth family atmosphere of love

by Lynne Ellis

in the unity of the Holy Spirit.

A magnificent choir and orchestra
blended well with selections of modern
worship music and a praise band. It can
be done. To be in the company of such a
crowd of witnesses to this historic event,
was second only to the sense of God'’s
presence and blessing.

Rod was placed in the position of
‘spouse waiting in the wings’ for a change
as | attended the Women'’s Spiritual
Enrichment Conference in Houston, and
he made the most of the pool and the
Wimbledon coverage in our hotel room.
| was proud of the way he handled himself
with a group of ten ladies on the Saturday
afternoon for lunch and a bit of shopping.

The Women'’s conference was
definitely good, with Donna Partow as
our guest speaker. But the best part of
the weekend for me was a very creative
exercise, or workshop, led by one of our
senior ladies from Eastern U.S.A., on
Nehemiah. She divided us up into groups,
or families, who had to select a leader.
Guess who got that job in our family?
Without the leader knowing, each
participant had been assigned a character
who would either help or disrupt the
discussion. But those of you who sit in
my Bible study each Wednesday will
understand when | say that nothing
deterred me from completing my
assignment of getting through the
whole study!

| have now met some of these R.E.C.
ladies about four times, so there were
many happy reunion conversations.

It was great to feel connected to the wider
church family.



CRIDGE CLUB SUMMER ACTIVITIES 2009

SUNDAY, AUGUST 16
CLASSIC HYMN SING 2:00 p.m.
Cridge Hall, Church of Our Lord. Refreshments will be served

THURSDAY, AUGUST 27
Royal B.C. Museum: TOUR of TREASURES:
The World’s Cultures from the British Museum 10:30 a.m.

TREASURES

FEELEENR

Self guided tour of special exhibit.
Group rate: $15.00
(But we must have a group of 15 or more.
This is 20% off regular price and you can tour other
exhibits as well and the ticket is good all day).
Lunch is available in the cafeteria at reasonable prices.

Registration and pre-payment is required (except the Hymn Siy).
For further information, contact Sylvia Van Kirk
at 250-385-0894 or emailsylvansea@shaw.ca

CRIDGE CLUB RESUMES at Noon on Thursday, September 24th
FIRST HYMN SING at 2 pm on Sunday, October 4th

OB od is sitting in Heaven when a scientist says to Him,

'Lord, we don't need you anymore. Science has finally figured out
a way to create life out of nothing. In other words, we can now do
what you did in the 'beginning'.'

'Oh, is that so? Tell me..." replies God.

'Well', says the scientist, 'we can take dirt and form it and breathe life into it,
thus creating man.'

'‘Well, that's interesting. Show Me.'
So the scientist bends down to the earth and starts to mold the soil.

'Oh no, no, no..." interrupts God,
'Get your own dirt.'

UPDATE FROM
MALAWI

Greetings from Malawi. Sorry for the
delaying in sending the report. The
church in Malawi appreciates the help
you render to us. It would have been
very difficult to serve the Lord without
your hand. We have gone through a lot
of problems financially but you have
always stood to our side. You are really
a friend indeed.

God will reward you for what you
have been doing. Orphans are able to
eat some meals because of you. We
have paid rentals for our offices because
of you. the following are the expenses:

MONEY SENT $700

EXPENDITURES

1. Office rentals for FESODEV: Jan,
Feb, Mar, April, May, Jun, Jul and
Aug: $361

2. Exercise books to Rod Ellis Primary:
$97

3. Two bicycles for two pastors from
Nkhotakota: Erick Nkhoma and
Chimbalame Banda: $163

4. Plastic sheets for roofing Ubale
congregation in Chikwawa: $79

Grand Total = $700
We looking forward to hear from you

soon. Once again thank you for your
help.

Yours in Christ,
John Chirwa




WARNING: INVASION BY ALIEN SPECIES

By Ted Lavallee

It was a picture perfect day in early spring;  of memorabilia: pencils, cups, shirts, post-  as "ministering spirits sent out to render

sunny and warm with a cool breeze, a great cards, key chains all bearing pictures of service to those who will inherit salvation".
day for adventure. My wife and | were joyful smiling aliens, (why are all aliens green WOW - spiritual beings especially created
as we set out on a walk. Fawn Lilies and and male?) to look after God's creation - us!

Shooting Stars were in bloom and an Eagle

was suspended in a brilliant blue sky. We Do you believe in aliens from a far away Just think you could have met one or will
were in Thetis Lake park, where we saw the place beyond our galaxies? And have they meet one of these extraordinary helpers
sign warning us about the invasion. It ever visited us? You bet they have and | and | don't think they're green...

referred to plant life of course but naturally  do believe!!
it got me to thinking about alien creatures!

The Bible speaks of angels (alien beings)
Once on a trip in the south of the States in many places as active agents in God's
we stopped in to see the town of Roswell dealings with us and visits to earth are fre-
in New Mexico which claims to be near the  quently mentioned. Demons were very ac-
crash site of a UFO with alien occupants on tive when Jesus walked the earth and
board. The town has "The Official UFO and clashes with them were highlighted in many
Alien Museum" which we visited to get more stories. The devil himself is described as
information on this fabulous occurrence. "the god of this world" and is actively walk-
They have documents, pictures, drawings, ing about "as a roaring lion".
lists of sightings and a mock-up of these
alien creatures said to have piloted the So what about these visitors from outer
craft. Surrounding the museum were a space? Well, they don't require space ships
maze of souvenir shops selling all manner  to travel and the good ones are described

EN'S MINISTRY GROUP:

A little girl dressed in her Sunday best, was running asafashe could,
trying not to be late for Bible class.

As she ran she prayed, ‘Dear Lord, please don't let me
late! Dear Lord, please don't let me be late!

While she was running and praying, she tripped on a ¢ {Q&x
and fell, getting her clothes dirty and tedaring her dress :
She got up, brushed herself off and started running again.

As she ran, she once again began to pray,
‘Dear Lord, please don’t let me be late ... but please don'tesshwveither!

o ® STRAWBERRY TEA UPDATE: 'y
We are having a summer break and will Many, many thanks to everyone who prepared for
start meeting again once a month on ¢ and worked so hard on the day of the Strawberry Ted ®
Saturday mornings from September. ¢ e
It was a very successful event and we raised over $1280
Join with us as we focus on men's
concerns and discuss ways to better
become the men God designed us to be. SUBMISSIONS FOR THE GRAPE VINE:
For more info, call Ted Lavallee If you would like to submit an article/testimony/poeméékord puzzle, etc.
at 250-388-6483. for the next issue, please email or hand in at the office dgyrduly 17th.

New material is always welcome.



IDS KORNER
TELLING OTHERS

Paul and Barnabas travelled to many places so they could tell others all the wonderful things about Jesus.
We can talk about him to others too.
We don’t need to travel to many cities - we can talk about Jesus right where we are.
Use the code below to complete the puzzle and find some of the ways you can tell others about Jesus.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
A B CDUEF GH I J K LMNUOWPQ RSTUWVW XY Z

You can tell someone about Jesus on the

205 125 16 8 15 14 5

Youcan ___ to someone in person.
20

=
=
N
=
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Youcan or

19 5 14 4 1 14 15 20 5 5 1831 9 12

SUMMER PROJECT: IDEAS for our OUTSIDE BOARD.

Many people really enjoy reading the signs on our outsidedbobut we have run out of new material. Below is a grigrda to fill in
with something that's humorous, makes a point, but iprétachy’. Please note, any spaces between words have to be irfoltided
allotted squares. Please bring to the office or email any simuegbu may have. Many thanks!




FROM THE ARCHIVES

by Sylvia Van Kirk, Heritage Coordinator
email: archives@churchofourlord.org

Now that the Archives is basically building called the Victoria District Churchevery members of the church committee
organized, we have a treasure trove of as a fully organized body under my and Sunday school feel it due to many of
wonderful documents from our past. ministry, with Church wardens, vestry andyou who do not know the facts of the case

This is a pastoral letter from Bishop Cridg8unday school. It was recognized in its to put this clearly before you so that your
in 1909 which was later published in the church capacity by the Bishop of London,minds may not be troubled with the
newspaper. You will see it resonates todagt whose request in 1857, three years befaceusation of the schism in separating
and it asks us to think about the ‘body’ of the Anglican Bishop arrival, it was visited yourselves from error.
Church of Our Lord, the congregation whay the Bishop of Oregon, who held a
founded the Church, those who came afterpnfirmation of twenty candidates. In due These brave and noble men and
which includes ourselves, and those who course this fully organised congregation women, rich and poor, old and young,
will come in the future. As Bishop Cridgereceived the Anglican Bishop and acceptedme out in a body because they would
exhorts us, “Let all your works be done his administration. not bear to have their worship tainted
in love”. with error. Mark the Providence of
In 1869 the church was burnt down God. The First Presbyterian Church in
and in December 1872, the new church Pandora Street placed at their disposal a

Daily Colonist March 26, 1909 erected by the congregation in its stead second time, was the place where they
BISHOP CRIDGE UPON was consecrated. Here the trouble beganyorshipped secure in their newly-acquired
FOUNDATION OF CHURCH the preacher declared to a crowded freedom: but as yet without a name among

Tells of Circumstances Governing congregation, who had always been taugi@hristian bodies.
Withdrawal of Body from Anglican  the pure Church of England doctrine, that

[Church] ritualism was necessary to their spiritual On the very day of the organization
growth. The preacher was the bishop’s meeting, letters were received from the east
At the morning service in the archdeacon and this declaration was mad&ating that a similar movement against

Reformed Episcopal Church, the rector omn the bishop’s presence. Your pastor, thecclesiastical domination had been issued
Sunday last informed the congregation thagéctor and dean of the cathedral, made a in organization of a church called the
their beloved and venerable bishop owingprotest, saying that as long as he was theReformed Episcopal Church and it was
to his great age, over 91 years, and physipaktor they need have no fear of ritualismdecided at the meeting to join this body.
infirmities was still unable to participate inbeing introduced into the services. Thus This was accordingly done, the issue being
divine worship but that his mind and the schism began and the air was soon filtedt in the following year your pastor was
memory were perfectly clear. He then readth it; the local press abounded in indig- made bishop of this jurisdiction and so our
a letter from Bishop Cridge dealing with nant remonstrances against this attack orchurch constitution was complete.
the circumstances of the foundation of  congregation of well-known protestant
the Reformed Episcopal church and his principles. This is the light of which | spoke
appointment as bishop. The letter follows: above. It is a review in which under God
This continued for nearly two years; every follower may glory in your leaders

Dearly Beloved Brethren, meanwhile not only did the bishop utter nevho 35 years ago, were followers of those

I thank you most sincerely for your word of disapproval of a sermon favoring who for conscience sake took joyfully the
prayers on my behalf in my retirement  the Romeward movement or give any  spoiling of their goods knowing it to be
and ask you in return to receive from me assurance to the congregation that no suthe cause of righteousness and peace. In
brief review, throwing light on the rectitudattack on their liturgical worship should bdourteen months you built for yourselves
of your position as a church of the made, but on the contrary prosecuted on a church in place of that which you had
Reformation. Some of you may have other grounds him [Cridge] who had madduilt and left behind.
seen a long article in the public press on ttie protest, besides which he caused it to be
administration of the Anglican Bishop, understood that in the synod under which And you beloved who have taken up
from whose jurisdiction this congregation the church was to be governed, he, the the burden unaided by endowment or
separated itself, in which that separation ibishop, would have a veto to nullify any outside help still carry on the work thus
referred to as a schism, whereas in point of all of its decisionsFeeling in this way gloriously begun, you follow those who
factit was simply a withdrawal from that you, the congregation, could have suffered despoliation for the cause of
schism. no redress, you ended the schism by Christ. “Suffer the word of exhortation.

separating yourselves from the Anglican Let all your works be done in love.”

In the year 1856 the followers of Bishop’s jurisdiction, a fully organized

the Church of England worshipped in a church , with your two church wardens, (Continued on page 7)



RINGING THE BELL

By Tim Schindel

My office is in the oldest church building in  The neighbourhood around the church profound. The first is obvious: this church

Victoria. Itis a beautiful heritage building has changed considerably since the bell has been standing for 135 years. When it

complete with a pipe organ, stained glass,  was installed. What used to be open was built, there wasn't much else here.

steeple and ... a bell. The bell is original to  spaces, farming and later bus parking The Empress, the Crystal Garden and the

the building. lots has become densely populated. Legislature didn't even exist on paper when
In the past 2 years, 3 condo developments it was established. Emily Carr and her
have been completed within 50 M of the family attended here as did many other
building and that doesn't include the 2 other Victoria pioneers. The bell and more
developments across the street. importantly, the church that hosts it, have

been here for well over 130 years. In my

When | arrived this morning, the bell was mind, the church and it's ringing bell have
ringing as a reminder and invitation to those the benefit of being here first and so the bell
in the area that the midweek morning should continue to ring as often as

prayer and communion service was about  necessary.

to begin. The bell is effective, but it is not

necessarily melodious. It's sound is not My second thought was that this church
nearly as melodious as the Carillon around serves as a metaphor for our changing
the corner or the ferry horn that sounds on  world. So much has changed around it
entrance to the harbour. The sound of the  and in our world and yet the message and

bell bounces off the newly constructed values of the church must remain constant
building to create something of an 'alarm and the ringing of the bell, melodious or
clock' resonance. otherwise must continue to be heard.

As | gathered my things from the car, | The ringing must be an invitation to the
couldn't help but wonder what the people in  discovery or re-discovery of spiritual

the new condos think of the ringing bell. foundations that never falter or fail, to hope
As that thought went through my mind, that is eternal and to the promises of love,
something occurred to me that | think is joy and grace.

(Continued from page 6)

As opportunity occurs give the right
hand of fellowship to those who though
they do not use our liturgy yet in precept
and practice exhibit its truths and show
that not only in letter but in spirit you
believe in the communion of the saints.
Wherefore, beloved brethren, praying
that you may have grace to hold fast the
beginning of your confidence , steadfast
unto the end as true witnesses to the faith
once delivered to the saints.

Believe me to remain yours
affectionately in Christ,

EDWARD CRIDGE
Marifield, March 26, 1909

COOL ORGAN MUSIC

Fridays at 12 noon
(July 10 to August 28)

Come and listen to classical organ music for a
half hour (with Geoffrey Thornburn, RCCO)

Admission by donation.
Church open for self-guided tours until 2 p.m.
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PRAYER CHAIN

For personal and emergency
prayer requests, contact
Lynne Ellis at 250-652-6496
or email: lynneellis@shaw.ca

LEADING INFLUENCE MINISTRIES
Chaplaincy Ministry to our MLAs

Tim Schindel
Tel: 250-483-5403

www.leadinginfluence.com

TITHES and
DONATIONS:

Direct Debit or Pre-authorized Credit Card
payments are an easy and convenient
alternative to envelopes.

Please call Pam Beecroft at
250-360-0206 for more information.

Victoria Prayer Counselling is a safe place
where Christians in need of healing can
come to open their hearts to Almighty God
and receive His healing through prayer,
loving counsel and the Word of God.

2604 Quadra Street,
Victoria, B.C. V8T 4E4
Phone/Fax: 250-727-3722
www.victoriaprayercounselling.ca

UNDER THE
UMBRELLA

Pre-school daycare

Raymonde
Foyster
Tel: 250-320-0022

DAYCARE

OLDE WORLD CAFE
& Tea House

Monday - Friday

8 amto 4 pm
526 Esquimalt Rd
Tel: 250-382-9092

Your hosts:
Richard & Lynda Montgomery

Sanctuary Youth Centre
will be closed from
July 10 to August 20
www.sanctuaryyouth.org

Tel: 250-385-6255
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VICTORIA SUZUKI

PIANO SCHOOL

Victoria & Langford
‘Since music has so much to do with the
molding of character, it is necessary that we
teach our childrenAristotle

A Montessori-styled music
environment for young children.
A personalized music program fofr
middle and high school students|

Bambie Maree A.V.C.M.
30 years teaching experience
www.vsps.ca 250-385-8355
musicnow@islandnet.com

‘Music is that which penetrates the ear with
facility and quits the memory with difficulty
Thomas Beecham /

The GrapeVine is the

official newsletter of:

Church of Our Lord

626 Blanshard St

Victoria BC V8W 3G6|

Tel: 250-383-891%

Fax: 250-383-891
email: office@churchofourlord.org
website: www.churchofourlord.org

Rector: Rev. Dr. Rod Ellis
Assistant Pastor: Rev. Peter Umland
GrapeVine Editor: Ingrid Andreller
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While every effort is made to ensure the accurafy

of this publication, responsibility cannot be take]
for any errors which may inadvertently occur.

Copyright of text remains with Church of Our Lorfl.
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This publication is distributed without charge
and may not be sold for profit.

COOL Mission Statement:
“To know and love our Lord
To go and grow His Church.”




