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exam and that
got you to Sec-
ondary School or
High Schoal, if
you passed, and
then on to uni-
tcpggr w,
either go to high
school or univer-
sity because my
parents at the
time were very
poor. They could
not afford my
books or uniform
for High School.
People asked for
groceries at the
shop and wanted
them

3 means they
could not pay
for them. So my
father let them
have what they needed and so he went bank-
rupt. This was The Depression in the late

/' 70.2q, Kw n_pclrq r-foan
house. | had a sister who was 10 years older

than I.

We had no bathroom, no hot water. We had a
one-ring gas stove to boil water and make din-
ner. Mother used to light a big fire and cook

in the oven, over the fire. | remember a big
black kettle that sat on the red coals of the
fire. And then she put it on the hob, the plate
over the oven, to keep it warm.

The toilet was outside at the bottom of the
yard; we had no garden, just asphalt. The toi-
let was a dry one. A wooden seat with a hole
in the middle. Lots of newspapers on the

seat at each side. We also had to share it with
our next door neighbours. There were two toi-
lets and four families in the yard with and
entry down the middle to take you to the
street. There were high walls at either side
and at the bottom of the yard. We were told
not to climb those, so as not to drop 15ft on
the other side. In the middle of the yard on
the bottom wall was a big hole, this was called
a middin, where garbage was thrown. It was
open all the time and bin men used to empty
it once a week.

My childhood days were happy and | was con-

o took the 11  -plus
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tented because my dear mother was always
there when | came home from school at lunch
time for my dinner and when | finished school
in the afternoon. She never went to work or
left me. This gave me a security and | felt |
could face

anything. She loved me a lot. And | loved her
too.

| left school at 14 years old and got a job in a
k _bec
made with butter and whole nuts. | served and
ate it but | only stayed there three weeks.
They kept open until 10 pm evenings for the
theaters. Mother thought it was too late for

me to come home on my own at my age | left
there and went
after a job in an
office. It was a
tool factory and
they made preci-
sion microme-
ters; | got the
job without giv-
ing them a re-
sume. | showed
them my certifi-
cate from the 11
-plus exam,
which showed |
had passed with
distinction in
arithmetic. |
worked my way
up to learning
export, attending evening classes for short-
hand, typing and business machines.

As World War Il had been declared | had to
walk to evening school in the black -out three
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times a week. | was 16 years old at the time

in 1939. The firm | worked for had govern-
ment contracts for war tools for testing and
repairing, so | was exempt from the forces.
The sirens used to go every night: a warning
signal for air raids, and the all clear siren for
when it was all over for the night. We just got
warm in our beds and even fast asleep, when
we had to get up and go outside, into the air
raid shelters underground. We shared with the

neighbours and always took a thermos flask of
tea, sugar, milk and cookies and tried to keep
cheerful.

It was December 1940. As usual we went
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were going to bomb Sheffield that night. (Lord

Haw -Haw's real name was William Joyce, an

Irish man with a British passport - who was a
spy and had gone over to the Germans. He

was finally hung for treason - when they
caught him after the war.)
The sirens then went to warn us - get under!

And then it happened to us: the worst night of
the war in Sheffield. The Blitz came. The Ger-
man planes were dropping bombs all around
us the whole night. It seemed everything was
getting blown up. We dared not move. We
thought we were going to be the next. We
were all huddled together with blankets to
keep us warm. It was morning when we actu-
ally got into bed. Then | got up to go to work
as usual. | set off from home a little late to
walk, as there were no tram -cars running. It
was a terrible sight - all the rubble and no
houses where they used to be. | walked and |
saw bodies lying

and limbs and legs scattered and | climbed
over stones and made my way the best |
could, in a daze. It was like another world.
The Home Guards and people who were able

Church of

tried to get to work somehow during the morn-
ing, and there was one more person there be-
sides me. No one else had turned up. A few
came in later in the day, No one had turned
the machinery on. It was like a nightmare.
Rfcpc u_q _ Ns° bmulr
where about 250 people attended that night,
drinking and having fun. It was

flattened. Just a pile of stones. A bomb hit it
right on.

The years went by and | met my future hus-
band. We married in December 1945. The

g _kc wc_p rfc u_p clb
coupons or money to buy a wedding dress. So
| borrowed one. We had one gift given to us

a blue and white striped jug. The reception
was held at my mother
was one of eight children so there was quite a
gathering. The marriage lasted nearly 51 years
except for one month. That was when my hus-
band died, on November 21st 1996.
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