Making the Most of Life

Part 3 - Living with Purpose

Ephesians 1:1-23, Matthew 16: 24-28                                             February 4, 2007
Introduction
Many people drift through life eking out their existence from one day to the next without ever discovering the reason for their lives. Others seem to be very successful by all the usual standards, yet still have a sense of emptiness and can come to the end of their lives full of regret and lack of fulfilment. 

What is the driving force of our life?  For some, it is negative emotions – anger, guilt, resentment  For many it is materialism/money – the drive to succeed, to become financially independent, wealthy, to accumulate the trappings. What are some other forces which drive people?...fear, approval, survival.    
What is our purpose? That we may grow into the full stature in Christ (Ephesians 4:13). That we all reflect the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his image/likeness, with ever increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit (2 Corinthians 3:18). 

God’s Purpose for Us
Our Ephesians reading gives us insight into our purpose from our Creator God’s viewpoint. When we talk of purpose, most think of what we hope we’ll accomplish. Here we see things from God’s perspective. All He purposes for us begin and are completely connected with two words. Can anyone see them? In Him...or in Christ. In Him we are:

Saved and Sanctified
He chose us in Him...to be holy and blameless (v.4).  In Him we have redemption through his blood...(v.7).

Without that basic salvation start, there is no life. We are simply going through the motion of struggle & survival, decay until final death. To be holy means to have changed tracks and been set apart to live with a different centre – in him instead of in self. To be blame-less means to be clothed in the righteousness of Christ where He has died for our sin that we might be free from blame, or justified. Then we are sanctified as we live out that righteousness and blamelessness. This is a process of refinement. 

His Children and Heirs
...adopted as his sons, through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will (v.5)...In Him we were also chosen...for the praise of his glory (v.12)...marked in Him with a seal...guaranteeing our inheritance (v.14)

Have you ever watched parents glowing and bursting with pride over their little offspring. Their children’s accomplishments reflect on them. “That’s my boy, girl!”

Well, God delights in his children. However, the only way is through and in Him. He delights in his children who are in His Son and live in accordance with his pleasure and will. This reflects to his praise and glory. Most families leave their estate to their children. But sadly, there can be disputes as to who has legitimate claim. God ensures that we are marked with a seal as a guarantee of our inheritance. The Holy Spirit is that guarantee and enables us to get a taste of heaven on earth.
His Confidants and Conveyors
...He has made known to us the mystery of his will...which he purposed in Christ (v.9).

He has taken us as his children into his confidence and made known to us something that few understand. His will, his purpose is revealed. How? In Christ.  
United and Submitted
...to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even (in) Christ (v.10).

God plan is for the unity of all things, in heaven and earth, earth and spirit. People work endlessly for this end – in the environment and eco systems, in the political and economic arenas, in personal and social relationships, in spiritual and church life. The key, the mystery of his will, is that it is in Him and under his head, rule. Our role is to submit and exercise the unity that he has already provided. Cf. Triangle – the closer we get to the top, the closer we get to one another.   

Our Purpose for Him
What is our part?

Rick Warren, in his best seller, The Purpose Driven Life, gives 5 main ingredients:

Worship
...all things were created by him and for him (Col.1:16). Everything finds its purpose in Him. Worship is about putting God first in our lives. It is recognising that life is not about us/me/you. Secular humanism says, in the beginning me, my rights, my life ...me,me,me, my,my,my. Our Judea-Christian worldview says: In the beginning God. This means that together we come together in corporate worship to offer the firstfruits of our week to him. It means that every day we come and offer the firstfruits of our day to Him. It means that as a Christian we bear the name of Christ, we are Christ’s ones, we honour Him. As we focus on Him, it changes our perspective, our worldview, so we see things from his vantage point. Worship is a moment by moment, day by day, week by week putting God first in our lives and honouring his name. Worship is for Him, in Him and under Him. Without Him it becomes self and soul centred. 

Fellowship
We now belong to God – fellow citizens with God’s people and member’s of God’s household (Ephesians 2:19). We can’t be Christian’s in isolation. Just like we cant be part of an orchestra, or hockey team on our own. We are part of the Body of Christ and we all belong to one another. In fact the words on another come up over and over again. Jesus is the head, can’t decapitate. We are called into a deep koinonia/fellowship. This starts with just getting to know one another, as we do here at lunch. Then that grows deeper. But that is when we hit problems. We discover that people irritate, annoy, upset, offend. Do you know how diamonds are turned from rough stone into beautiful jewelry? Pressure heat, grinding as part of the refinement process. Turn to someone and say, thank you for helping turn me into a diamond. God established and is building his church. we have no choice but to be apart of it. Once again we need to ensure that our fellowship is in Him, otherwise it becomes self-serving, co-dependent, and dysfunctional.

Discipleship
This life is a temporary assignment. Remember going to school. Preparation for life. this existence is to a large degree a preparation for eternity. A preparation for becoming like Christ. We are disciples. This simply means a learner, a student. They devoted themselves to the apostles teaching...(Acts 2:42). But it is the same root as discipline. We are being disciplined, corrected, admonished, re-created, transformed. This includes being tempted or tested. To make the most of the opportunity to learn and grow, we need to be teachable, willing to learn from our mistakes, submit to our heavenly Father’s discipline and to one another. the more we know, the more we realise how much more we have to know. Make the most of the bible studies, growth groups, personal experiences. Then we become disciples, teachers, mentors as we take younger disciples under our wing. Read Titus 2 – all in Him. Otherwise knowledge puffs up and becomes an end in itself.

Ministry

Diakonia means service. Offer yourselves to God as a living sacrifice, dedicated to His service (Romans 12:2). God created for us life and good deeds, which he prepared for us to do (Eph. 2:10). We can’t be saved through good deeds, but they are a result of our salvation. Jesus said, I come among you as one who serves, and he demonstrated that by washing the disciples feet. He gave us natural gifts/abilities/talents. The parable tells us what to do with them, use and multiply them. He gave us personalities/ temperaments. As we come under the direction of the Holy spirit, he brings out the best and polished off the rough edges. And all our experiences are for us to build on and grow. They can make us sweeter our more sour. And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him and have been called according to his purpose (Romans 8:28). How do we minister? By serving/meeting the needs of those around you. One of the turning points in people’s lives is when they start looking outwards. It is not what someone can do for us, but we can do for others. Ministry is in Him, not to give us significance or satisfy our need to be needed. 

Mission

David... served the purpose of God in his own generation (Acts 13:36).

Mission means sending. Do you remember when Joseph and Mary thought they had lost Jesus, they found him talking to the religious leaders. At twelve he knew his life mission... to be about my Father’s business. God calls us out his ecclesia, he commissions us, and he sends us to do his business. Do we know what is our life mission? Are we willing to allow him to show us even now? Are we building for eternity? Are we desiring and praying for his kingdom to come, on earth, as it is in heaven? What is it that drives us? Is it to serve God’s purpose for our generation? Unless it is in Him, it  will be consumed. Only that done in and for Christ will last. If any man builds on this foundation (which is Jesus Christ) using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, his work will be shown for what it is (1 Cor.3:12).

Conclusion
Do we know our life mission/ purpose? Write is down in one sentence.
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