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The card that meant the most to me this past Christmas was this one.

It came from Vancouver from a couple that had visited the Cridge Club, and it contained a ten-Dollar bill. To tell you the truth – I didn’t recall the couple’s name and doubt that I would recognize them. And they were not the only ones that gave money to the Cridge Club – several others made donations as well, and that while we never ask for money. Obviously these people have experienced something unusual at the Cridge Club. 

 

What could that have been?  What makes them open their wallet? That is what I want to talk about this morning, and I am going to suggest to you that they got a whiff of the fragrance of Christ.

 

In this talk I want to first talk about what this fragrance of Christ is, and then see how we can fill our church with it.
 

I.                  THE FRAGRANCE OF CHRIST

 

The term is used by St. Paul in 2 Cor 2:14-16.

 

What was the fragrance of Christ?

It’s all over the Gospels of course. It is what made people trust him and love him – the first disciples, Matthew, the prostitute. But you can catch it the strongest in John’s Gospel, Ch 13-17 

 

J. is having his last Passover meal with his twelve disciples. He knows that immediately afterward he will be arrested and face unimaginably horrible suffering, and that this dinner is his last opportunity to have an intimate time with his twelve disciples, the young men who he himself had selected three years ago and with whom he had shared his life since then. They had been his students and followers, but now he calls them his friends.
 

Jesus was a man as well as God, and he craved the warmth of their friendship for one more time before he entered the dark tunnel of suffering. (Lk 22:15) It is possible to think of Jesus as too high and lofty to have such a human desire for human warmth, but that would be a mistake. We all know that Jesus loves us, but it is better to say, “Jesus loves” us – he wants us, he wants our company. We love him, because he first loved us. We have bonded with him, because he first bonded with us.

 

Now Jesus tells his friends he is going to leave them, and they don’t know how to handle that. “Where are you going?”, they ask. They are distraught. Their whole life has been guided by him, cheered and inspired by him; they have given up everything to be with him and learn from him – how could he now leave them alone? 

                                                                                                                          

THE PROMISE

 

Jesus’ answer to those anguished questions is that he will prepare a place in heaven for them when they die, so that he and they will be reunited for all eternity.

 

 But now he goes further: already in this life they will be able to enjoy his company and friendship; his love, help, guidance, inspiration and empowering. And that promise extends from his first disciples, through the ages, to include you and me.

 

How can this be? Jesus explains it: he will send the Holy Spirit to represent himself to us and in us. He puts it also this way: (Jo 14:21-23) “He who has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me, and he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.”

 

Next question: how will Jesus manifest himself to us? Will he come in a VISION? Sometimes he does. St. Paul had a pretty dramatic vision of him on the road to Damascus. Some people today say they have seen him. Will he SPEAK to us? I know someone who heard an audible voice. 

 

But most of the time we know that Jesus is among us, or with us or in us, it is less dramatic. That is when the word FRAGRANCE is so helpful. It’s an awareness we are picking us. We may say, “The Spirit is really strong here” – and He is, because it’s the Spirit of Jesus. We are catching a whiff of his presence.  Or we meet a Christian who is such a lovely and wise man or woman – you just know you can trust him. He has the fragrance of Christ about him. Examples: Roy Bell, Rod Ellis.

 

 And now I come back to that letter with the $10 I showed you. How do you explain such a letter? What these people picked up at the Cridge Club, I’m sure, was that fragrance of Christ.  The Club team, before the guests start coming in, always invites the Spirit of Jesus to have his way with us and inspire our service to the people, and it seems apparent that He answers that prayer. Jesus is serving the guests through us, and they pick up his fragrance. It’s just in the air. It is a fragrance of joy, of friendship, of abundant life.

 

That takes me to: PART II: APPLICATION

 

Now why could we not experience that same fragrance in our church as a whole?

 

In this church we sometimes wonder that not more people come and join us. It is such a beautiful and historic building, we have all sorts of activities going on, we are friendly to newcomers, our theology is sound and the liturgy is beautiful – why don’t the services fill up? Of course, the parking is a problem, but still…

 

The answer, I think, is that if as a church body we would spread the fragrance of Christ, the picture would change. People would soon pick it up and fill this place; they would gladly park their cars in the City parkade and walk the extra distance. Where the fragrance of Jesus is, people come – they know that’s what they have been looking for.

 

The question is, “How can we make this happen?” Well, we don’t have to look far, for Jesus himself gives us the answer to that question– in fact, he gives us two answers.
 

A. The first answer comes in the same sentence in which Jesus promises to manifest himself to us. It reads “He who has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me” – and then he promises to manifest himself to the ones that love him. If we really love him, our highest priority is to please him by doing as he tells us – then we will pick up the fragrance of his presence, and begin to spread it ourselves.

 

So let us check ourselves out, to see if we qualify for that sense of Jesus’ presence. For instance: how are we doing with not judging leaders or other members of our church? With gossiping about  them? With not running away when people “hurt” us, but work it through with them and forgiving them? With truly loving our brothers and sisters in church? What has our record been? If we don’t feel comfortable with that question, it probably means we need to do some house cleaning. That is also known as repentance.  Jesus said he will manifest himself to the people who love him and obey him.

 

B. The second answer is found in Mt 18:19,20, where J. says “If two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. For when two or three are gathered in my name, there am I in the midst of them”.

 

Jesus loves us as individuals – we all know that. He loves us individually, but he loves us even more when we act together as a body. Groups of his followers who love and serve him as a body – those have a special attraction to him.

 

We should not be surprised at that. A mother is glad when her child says he loves her, but she is even more glad when her children stop fighting and get along harmoniously. Or suppose you watch a hockey match. The players are incredibly competent, but each one tries to keep control of the puck and get it into the opposite goal all by himself. That would not be much of a hockey game, would it? The essence of good hockey is team work. That is also how our Lord wants us to operate – as a team. Only the Bible calls it as a body. 

 

So if you and I feel this desire to become carriers and spreaders of the fragrance of Christ, let us join together as a body and ask for it. That is what the Wednesday night prayer meetings and also the pre-service prayer meetings  are for. As an individual it is often hard to enter into the fullness of that ‘abundant life’ that Jesus came to bring us, so let us band together. Put the smoldering logs together and the fire will start again. When Christians come together because they know they need God, wonderful things happen.

 

 Jesus is irresistibly attracted by people who come together in his name. He is there with us. And we have his word for it that our prayers will actually be answered by our heavenly Father. And why?  Because he is joining us in our prayers . He will be there in our midst, praying with us, and do you think His Father and our Father will refuse a request that comes from Jesus together with a group of his disciples?   Not likely! 
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