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Introduction
Jesus said, I have come that you may have life in full abundance. Yet for many of us, including Christians, the daily grind, stresses and strains, relational conflicts, unfulfilled expectations, can leave us feeling cheated, jaded and cynical. How can these experiences rob us of a full abundant life? How can we make the most of the rest of the time we have left? We know there is a difference between being maturing and just getting old. How can we build character and quality in our lives, so we can truly experience this abundant life that Jesus offers? What does it mean to be mature? How can we grow in grace, gracefully and graciously? How can we be more fully rounded, whole and complete persons? How can we be more fruitful, effective and productive, clear sighted and sure footed? 2 Peter speaks of all these things. He describes certain qualities which will keep us from being ineffective and unproductive. He describes some as being nearsighted and blind. And then he goes onto show how to never stumble and fall. That sounds good, doesn’t it? 

How? It is simple. His i.e. Jesus divine power has given us everything we need for life through our knowledge of Him. Jesus himself says, that if we abide in Him, whatever we ask will be done for us. By this...that you will bear much fruit so you will be my disciples. Abide means to remain (NIV), cling, rest, connect. Just like any cut branch, we die when separated from the plant, vine.

But how? God has done his part. He has given us his very great and precious promises, so that we may participate in his divine nature. He has offered us everything we need for life, has given us promises which are sealed by his blood in what is called a covenant. That is something so binding it is much more than a legal contract or agreement. He has entered into a covenant with us. It is done. So what is our part? Peter gives us eight things that will ensure our calling, election & success as disciples.

How? Make every effort. This is our part. Add to your faith goodness. So start adding to ensure that we have the whole enchilada, the whole nine yards, the full range of all we need. What has been added to, or subtracted from, our life? 

It doesn’t necessary mean we do this in order, just ensure all are operating and being added.
Add Faith 
Faith is the starting point. It means putting our trust in Jesus Christ for his salvation, and then walking out our lives entrusting in His provision and direction. e.g. walking a tightrope. Faith is the substance of things hoped for the certainty of things not yet seen (Hebrews 11:1). What does faith mean for us? How can we grow in faith? Faith comes from hearing the Word - abide in the Word.

Add Goodness

What does this mean? How do we add goodness to our life? Goodness can only come from knowing the one who is good. Goodness depicts excellence expressed in deeds - virtue in action. Aiming for the highest not being satisfied with second best. It includes moral goodness which comes from making good choices. It is also aim for goodness/ doing our best in every area of our lives e.g. being a good employee/employer, husband/wife, parent, friend, or the different areas of ministry in the church - whether Pastor, home group leader, director, Sunday school teacher, choir or worship group person, helping in any way. 

Add Knowledge

How do we seek knowledge? How can we prevent knowledge puffing us up (1 Corinthians 8:1)? By knowing Him who knows all things. Not to puff up, The more we know the more we realise how little we know. Should bring humility. Pride come from being insecure and needing to puff ourselves. Knowledge gives power to get things done. When we get proud, if we don’t humble ourselves, have you noticed that the Lord gives us a hand. We will trip and fall, he prunes and disciplines us. Read, ask questions, sit at others feet, try, don’t be afraid to fail, learn from our mistakes.

Add Self-control

Knowledge and power can be abused. In what areas do we find it hard to gain self-control (Galatians 5:16-25)? If we can’t control our desires, our earthly wealth and resources, how can we be entrusted with real power and God’s resources. (Luke 16) Our desires become God’s desires as we are freed from our fallen, selfish, self-centred, corrupt human desires. This is an area where God does much pruning. He may give us enough of our desires to become sick of them, so that we begin to long have his desires. Self-control goes hand in hand with taking responsibility for our actions. Sadly, the opposite is also true, those who lack self control usually blame everyone but themselves for the consequences to their choices.

Add Perseverance

Remember the parable of the soil and the seeds. Some spring up in shallow soil but soon fade. It is important to be faithful, loyal committed in the small things, so God can entrust us with the larger things. Stickability and perseverance to see through a task to the end are important in today’s world of instant satisfaction. It is more than gritting ones teeth and never giving up. It includes facing our weakness and drawing on God for strength and power. How have we persevered? When have we given up?

Add Godliness

Think of one person who exhibits godliness. What is it that stands out in their character? We all become like the people we hang out with the most. Pets and owners who start to look-alike. The more we spend time with God, the more we become like Him and begin to reflect his nature. We can participate in his divine nature and escape the corruption in the world. As we abide in Him, the life giving sap flows through us, his blood flows through our veins and keeps us alive - emotionally, mentally, physically, and spiritually.

Add Brotherly kindness

As we begin to see God and reflect his character, so we begin to see others differently. Our desires become God’s, our nature becomes His, and so we seek the best for others. Insecurity and low esteem brings out jealousy, envy, criticism, wants to bring others down, see them fail. But when we know who we are, we are not threatened by others, and are happy to see them succeed.   In fact support them with kindness. c.f. the crabs in the bucket, the poppie syndrome, standing on shoulders. Which has been your experience?

Add Love

Now remain in my love. (How?) If you obey my commands, you will remain I my love...(Result) so that your joy may be complete. My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no-one than this, that her lay down his life for his friends...go and bear fruit - fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name (John 15:9-17). Read 1 Corinthians 13 and ask God to show us how to put that into practice this week.

Conclusion
These are the virtues that will produce a well rounded, fruitful, productive life. 

In what areas of our life are we: bearing much fruit, just getting by, or rotting on the ground (John 15:1-8)?

NB. Abide in me
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