Sermon June 3 –07

Rejoice in the Lord

Last Sunday My wife June and I were in Comox where I was preaching the sermon on Pentecost.  I bring you greetings from your sister Church The Living Word in Comox.  They are always interested in our spiritual welfare and growth.

We were fortunate to be entertained while we were there by the Cryderman family and enjoyed their wonderful Christian hospitality immensely.

Rev. William Hedges has been attempting to get me to Comox since 2004, but always something came up, like operations or sickness or double billing in services.  He calls me “The Bionic Bishop” and that’s because I have a pacemaker, a left hip implant, a right Knee implant, Hearing aids for deafness, but I am still Blessed by the Lord. Without my wife June’s invaluable assistance I would be in-valid, oops that should be invalid.  So I use the term Bionic Bishop all the time now, thanks to Rev. William Hedges.

A minister awoke one Sunday morning to a beautiful sunny day.  This is the day to play a good round of golf he thought, so he phoned his Deacon and said, “You’ll have to take the service today as I am busy doing other things.”

Well the minister gets on the golf course and is having a wonderful time, he is so early that he is playing alone.

Then Gabriel looks down from heaven and says, “God, isn’t that one of your ministers playing golf?”

God looks down and says, “Yes it is.”

Gabriel says, “Isn’t he supposed be conducting services this Sunday morning?”

God says, “Yes he is.”

Gabriel says, “Well aren’t you going to punish him?”

God says, “I suppose your right, I should.”

Well the minister approaches his next hold a 435 yard hole, he tees off and the wind carries the ball right onto the green and rolls the ball into the cup.  A hole in one.

Gabriel says, “I thought you were going to punish him?”

God replies, “Who’s he going to tell?”

Now remember the punch line of this joke because it is going to come up later in the sermon.

I realize that this is Trinity Sunday so we shall see how the Trinity worked in the lives of the Apostles.

Well here we are, one week after Pentecost, and the disciples are still filled with rejoicing in the Holy Spirit.  What to do next?  Well they evangelized all of Jerusalem.  We are told that in Acts ch 2. vs. that there were about three thousand souls added to the congregation, and these were all Jews.  The Disciples were doing a marvelous work of evangelizing Jerusalem.  The met each day and broke bread together.  They had all things in common – the beginning of real communism- ch 4 vs 32 – but they were still in Jerusalem.  They rejoiced in their work.  But it was also their unconscious reluctance to carry out the commandment of Jesus to go to All People that made them stick to home base.

What about the commission that Jesus gave them just before His Ascension?  “All authority in Heaven and earth has been given to Me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, Baptizing them in the Name of the Father the Son and the Holy Spirit (the Trinity) and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.  And surely I will be with you always, to the very end of the age.”  “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the ends of the earth.”  The Trinity is mentioned here by Jesus because it is an important step in the right direction.

Now notice the emphasis on the “disciples of all nations,” and “to the ends of the earth.”

Last week we celebrated Pentecost, the beginning of the Christian Church, and the Holy Spirit descending upon the disciples and giving them the power to speak in different languages.  This blessing was not for individual purposes but was deliberate to show that the Holy Spirit was for all peoples of all nations.  The Trinity was for all peoples everywhere.

The disciples were still in Jerusalem when one of there number, Philip, not a disciple, but one of the caterers that waited on the tables while the disciples taught the people, Philip was led by the Holy Spirit to preach in Samaria and there was great joy there.  So the disciples decided to send Peter and John to those cities in Samaria to confirm the gospel preached by Philip.  Then Peter and John preached in many Samarian cities on their way back to – of all places – Jerusalem.  They had not got the idea to preach to all the people. 

Then this same Philip was sent by the Holy Spirit to evangelize an Ethiopian who had come to Jerusalem to worship and was on his way back to Ethiopia.  After that Philip still on fire with the Holy Spirit went about the coast road preaching and teaching and this prepared the way for Peter to evangelize following in Philip’s footsteps, but then Peter again returned to – wherever do you think? – Jerusalem.  However while Peter was in Caesarea he converted a Roman, Cornelius, and his house hold, and while Peter was speaking the Holy Spirit descended upon them and they were filled with unspeakable joy.  They rejoiced in the Holy Spirit in the Trinity.

Peter upon his return to Jerusalem had to answer to the rest of the disciples who said “You went into a non Jewish household and ate with a non-Jewish person – How could you?”   Then Peter explained how God had sent him a vision of all things living and creeping with the command “Arise, Peter and eat.”  This was repeated three times until Peter got the message.  His critics then changed their attitude and said, “So then God has even granted the Gentiles repentance unto life.”  What a revelation!!!  It suddenly began to dawn upon them that they were supposed to preach to the Gentiles.

God next sent the persecution of the Christians in Jerusalem so that they could be scattered abroad (except the disciples, they still remained in Jerusalem) and in that scattering were able to preach and take the Glad Tidings to many nations.  However they only took it to the Jews !!!  When the glad tidings reached the ears of the disciples in Jerusalem they were filled with great rejoicing.  However the disciples still did not move from the Holy City, but sent Barnabus to Antioch, a deputy while they remained at home.

What was God to do?  How could He get His message to all the peoples of the world?

Now along comes Saul, a persecutor of the Christian Jews, and on the road to Damascus, he is greeted by a vision of Jesus Christ who enlists him to become first a Christian, then a disciple to the Gentiles.  Now Paul was raised in Tarsus, a gentile city, he spoke Aramaic, Hebrew, Greek, and Latin.  He was the ideal cross-cultural person to preach to the Gentiles.  He was born a Roman citizen.  His formal training in Old Testament Scriptures was under the scholar Gameliel, which gave him an understanding of the Scriptures so that he could speak with conviction of Jesus Christ and relate Jesus in the Old Testament and the prophesies.  What a revelation indeed for teaching the Gentiles.

Among Paul’s many missions, he became aware through the working of the Trinity and especially the Holy Spirit, that Gentiles were a special people set aside by God for God, and it was therefore necessary for the Gentile Christians to form their own church and govern themselves, and this is what happened.  Thus we now have Christian Jews who obeyed the Law of Moses, and Gentile Christians who obeyed God’s Holy Laws. Paul preached so vehemently that the Jewish population in various parts of Asia sought his death, but time and time again he eluded them by the grace of God and the working of the Holy Spirit.

After Paul’s missions the disciples finally saw the light, and we find that Thomas went to India, Andrew traveled north to the Black Sea, and other apostles traveled to Ethiopia, Egypt, Syria and Arabia.

Paul traveled throughout Asia seeding churches along the way, until persecution set in against him and he being a Roman Citizen, appealed to Caesar for justice.

Arriving in Rome, he was placed under house arrest awaiting trial. (This was about A.D. 59-61).  This meant that he was guarded by a Roman soldier and maybe even in chains. He was in his own hired house, but he was still under house arrest.  Paul was a chosen vessel of God.  While he is under house arrest we find Paul sending a letter to the people of Philippi.  He is addressing his seeded church in Philippi and in Philippians ch4 vs. 4 “Rejoice in the Lord and again I say rejoice.”  In case I have not made myself clear says Paul, I will repeat myself, “Rejoice.”  Now here was Paul awaiting his trial before Caesar in Rome.  He was under house arrest at the time, so what did he have to be rejoicing about?  He had suffered beatings, shipwreck, abuse from his fellow Jews, and many other disappointments, so what did he have to Rejoice about? He was under no misapprehension about what would be the result of his trial, but yet he says “Rejoice, and again I say rejoice.”  In case you haven’t heard me the first time I say Rejoice.  So here is Paul awaiting his trial and yet he is writing to the first church he established in Philippi saying “Rejoice.”  But he is also saying something else. “Rejoice in the LORD”.  And that is the key to his message.  In verse 2 Paul says, “I implore Euodia and Syntche to be of the same mind in the LORD.”  There must have been some dissertation between these two ladies for Paul to single them out, but he says, “be of the same mind in the LORD.”  In verse 10 Paul once again says, “but I rejoiced in the Lord greatly,” even though he had suffered many trials.  He knows that no matter what circumstances he is in, if he takes it to the Lord, he will find satisfaction.  In vs. 11 he states, “for I have learned in whatever state I am, to be content; I know how to be abased and I now how to abound.” Then again in verse 13 he says, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”  Paul knew the power of the Trinity and used it to convert all peoples everywhere to Christ. 

His message is simple – take all things to God in prayer and rejoice in the Lord. As Christians we have a responsibility to spread the Gospel and to change the methods we use to make this planet habitable.  We must rejoice in the Lord in whatever we do!!! God has always our best interests at heart, not matter what circumstances we find ourselves in.  Have you had to move and buy a new home? Then rejoice in the Lord for He will supply what you need.  Have you recently found yourself out of work?  God has been in all the situations that you and I have experienced, so rejoice in the Lord and God will open doors for you that you never knew existed.  Are you experiencing difficulty in family relationship? Take it to the Lord and rejoice in the Lord because He has had the same problem.  There is nothing in this world that God has not had experience with and He knows all the answers.

So how do you know when the Holy Spirit is speaking to you?  You will know and if you obey then you will see such magnificent results that you wont believe your senses.  I remember once when the Holy Spirit spoke to me and told me that I was going to get work.  I didn’t doubt it and work arrived the next day.  I remember when we were out in Central Saanich at St. Stephens’s church and I was behind a lady and the Holy Spirit told me to tell her that she was being looked after and her problem would be solved.  Well I had never seen this lady before and I hesitated and did not obey.  The next Sunday, the Holy Spirit spoke again with the same message, so I tapped the lady on the shoulder and relayed the message, and she replied “Oh my problem was solved last week.”  This was one time that I disobeyed, and I was sorry that I had not obeyed in the first place.  

Just recently this past week actually, I had an experience with my niece who has just completed her degree in Psychology, and has been looking for work for the past few weeks and getting discouraged and heartbroken, and the Holy Spirit said to go pray with her and I did, and the next day she had a job interview and got the job.  Now tell me that the age of miracles have passed and that the Holy Spirit does not work anymore, and I will refute you.

So on this day of Trinity, rejoice in the Lord, and He will show you where to go, what to do and how to do it in His name.  Rejoice in the Lord and again I say rejoice and the Holy Spirit will anoint you with His blessing as you go your way into the world, but remember that you are not of the world, you are numbered among the chosen of God in His Heaven, but you do have a responsibility to make the necessary changes to help and aid all peoples everywhere.  So listen and obey when the call comes or are we going to be like the minister who deserts his congregation for a round of golf?   Love is the greatest gift of all and when we give of our love to others freely and rejoice in the Lord, then God can use us as His vessels to accomplish His goals in our lives and the lives of others, be a missionary in you home town and rejoice in the Lord. Amen.
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