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Do we believe that our lives can influence others in both a positive and negative way? Don’t all of us want to feel that we have made a difference somehow? Wouldn’t we like to leave something behind that will last and have an impact for God’s kingdom? The Scripture speaks of the ripple effect of our actions. I the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the father’s to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments (Exodus 20:5) 

How can we build a lasting legacy for our family and church? How can we build a legacy at least for the next four generations, and perhaps even thousands? In political circles, building a legacy often involves money, intrigue and gamesmanship. Building a legacy for God=s kingdom is different from that of this world, because it is based on kingdom eternal values. How can we increase our legacy to the glory of God?

Look Back -- Our Heritage

Look to the Rock ...from which you were cut, and to the quarry from which you were hewn. Look to Abraham, your father, and to Sarah, who gave you birth. When I called him he was but one, and I blessed him and made him many (Isaiah 51:1). Look back. How? 

Look back to our roots. Look back to our journey. Look back to our heritage, history, family, spiritual beginnings. This means being able to honestly face our past, the good and the bad, the joyful and hurtful.

At this time Israel was in captivity, Jerusalem was a pile of rubble, a desert wasteland. It all seemed pretty hopeless. God is more interested in "salvation history" than secular history. Whatever the socio-political events of the time, no matter who is strutting across the world stage, the prophet speaks Gods= word, God=s salvation purpose. The whole Bible is about God=s salvation history, His salvation plan. Isaiah brings a word of encouragement. Look back. Remember Abraham and Sarah. They must have felt that same hopelessness, as they waited 25 years to see the fulfilment of the promise for descendants. Abram, the "one" became the Father of Nations, and Sarah who was barren, eventually gave birth to Isaac. 

We can look back on our own heritage. God is probably more interested in our spiritual journey than our natural one. There may be times when we feel that our life looks like a heap of rubble, when we are sitting surveying the ruins and destruction. We have all been there at different times. We can have terrible circumstances and little opportunities from a human perspective. We’ll come back to this, but all of us get the opportunity of a new start when we are born again, born of the Spirit, and become new creatures. When things are tough, we look back to that time when we knew the blessing of the Lord. Perhaps it was when we came to know him, or when we were healed, or a specific experience when we knew His closeness. We look back to the quarry, to the rock from which we were cut, and know that we are on a journey, were are in process and God hasn’t finished with us yet. PGHHFWMY. 

At COOL, last year we celebrated our 132 anniversary and acknowledge the Cridge legacy. God turned the Cridge’s personal tragedy into triumph, after they buried four of their nine children who died of scarlet fever and black measles. They took in abandoned orphans and this grew into the mission known as; The Cridge Centre for the Family. The internal strife which led them out of one church, resulted in the birth of this congregation, Church of Our Lord. And with the restored Community Ministry Centre we continue in that same spirit of service. They didn’t try and leave a legacy. They simply served the needs of the community, and a legacy grew.

Twice recently I have had people say to me, you have this cushy life, and then compare this with themselves: "look at me, I have such a hard time." They either don’t know me or haven’t listened to me. Most of what we have is through God’s grace. I have had to start over twice in my life. When we left the security of a position in an established church, and when we started here in Canada. I know the feelings of fear, anger, resentment, and wanting to blame others. But all that has to be laid aside. We have to come to trust in the Lord our Provider, our Security, our Peace, our Saviour. 

Look Up -- Our Future

Look Up to God’s Heavenly Purpose

Lift up your eyes to the heaven, look to the earth beneath, the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and its inhabitants die like flies. but my salvation will last forever, my righteousness will never fail. Look to the one thing that is promised will stand the test of time. Heaven and earth will pass away but my word shall live forever (Isaiah 51:6). Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus (Philippians 3:14). 
If we keep our eyes on God=s eternal plan, his heavenly kingdom, his heavenward direction, it completely changes the way we live on earth. We are building into God=s kingdom, which is not of this world, but has eternal significance. Hebrews 11 shows us that many heroes of the faith did not receive their promised reward in this life. That was because God= purposes relate to his eternal kingdom. Once we get this heavenly perspective we=ll be more effective in building an eternal legacy. We can pray: Your kingdom come, your will be done, here on earth as it is in heaven.

Look Up to God’s Redemption 

...The Lord will surely comfort you, and will look with compassion on you, and will make your deserts like Eden, your wastelands like the garden of the Lord, joy and gladness will be found in you again, thanksgiving and the sound of singing.

God is in the redemption business. He loves to take that which seems impossible and turn it around. God is in the redemption business. He can clean up our mess, he can turn the rubble and wasteland in our lives into a garden. So if you look at your own family situation and it looks less than perfect, or even hopeless, don=t despair, God loves a challenge. Don=t give up, keep praying, and keep investing into their lives. Take hold of such promises as: and we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose (Romans 8:28-29).

Look to the Rock – Our Mission

At COOL we do have a wonderful legacy of over 132 years. But our motivation is much more than the Cridge legacy. It comes from the same source as his. We look to the Rock, Jesus Christ himself. Jesus took his mission mandate from Isaiah 61. We can=t do better than follow Him. Luke 4 combines three primary spiritual threads. 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me. Which movement uses this kind of language? This is charismatic language and expectation. We need to seek the anointing, infilling of the Holy Spirit. 

He has sent me to proclaim Good News... Who talks of proclamations of the Gospel? Evangelicals – the evangel is the message, the gospel, the good news, which we are called to proclaim. Do our lives proclaim good news or bad news? If our lips are saying Jesus on the one hand, while we complain and gossip on the other, we are not proclaiming the Gospel. 

...to the poor and oppressed, the blind and brokenhearted. Who speaks in this language? The Social Gospel. Ask the Lord to open our eyes to see the needs of people around us. I don=t believe that it is a mistake that all three are intertwined. 

We have been laying these three building blocks upon which to build: the Charismatic, Evangelical, and Social ministries. As I reflect on the past nine years at COOL, it has been an incredible journey. We began with a vision to restore the exterior of the church. We continued with call to continue our heritage of service to the community. (In this spirit we continued to expand, restore and build the Community Ministry Centre. Other ministries like Sanctuary Youth Centre, the Cridge Club for Senior=s, Healing Rooms, GVCA, and many others have been launched.) There have been moments of frustration, disappointment, and bewilderment. Yet God continues to steadily establish His purpose. We have stated that we are moving from restoration to renewal, and outreach to discipleship. That is our vision.

Conclusion/ Challenge

In closing, there is a multiplication effect of leaving a legacy through a loving and obedient relationship with the Lord. Mother Theresa did not have a husband or children, yet she left a legacy. A simple monk, brother Lawrence learned to give everything to God and practice the presence of Christ in all that he did. He left a legacy. An unknown man, Albert McMakin, invited another to church to hear the Gospel. He leaves a legacy of all the people brought into the kingdom under Billy Graham’s ministry. Andrew brought his brother, Peter, to see the Christ, and he left a legacy. Everyone of us is different, but we all have the same opportunity to leave a legacy, as we obey God’s call in our lives.

Can we pray for all of our families and children, for our spiritual families to continue to grow and leave a deposit for future generations? What is the legacy we are leaving? What do we need to do today that will determine our legacy of tomorrow? 

It is never too late to start building this legacy.
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