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Introduction

By this we can be sure that we are in him. He who says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked (1 John 2:6).

Jesus calls us to follow him. How do we walk in Jesus footsteps, walk in the same way that he walked?

One day a tramp came to the door of a minister. He was unemployed and asked for help with a job. The minister was heavy hearted but didn’t know how to help. The next Sunday, after a beautiful service, the tramp stood up and walked to the front of the church. He shared some of his difficulties, asked what it meant to follow Jesus, and then he died. The minister was deeply challenged. As he grappled with the question he started to live each moment with the question --- WWJD. It changed his life. He shared this with his church. He challenged everyone to ask the question, if Jesus were living in my shoes, what would he do? What would he do differently? And he asked them to make a pledge to do this for one year. E.g. a journalist, a singer, a businessman.

Jesus calls us to follow him. When he calls there is no discussion about future prospects, plans, direction, programs. The call is simply to follow Jesus. Levi was one such disciple. Sitting at his tax collectors table counting his money one day, he stood up, left his table and followed Jesus. (Luke 5:27,28). What would it have cost him? The disciples left their nets, their source of income, to follow Jesus. They were not following an ideology, a philosophy, policy, but a person. This call continues all our lives. The call is to follow behind Jesus. But there are two dangers:

Run Ahead 

Jesus is teaching his disciples what it means to follow him. Peter only hears half the story, and immediately he jumps in with, Suffering…no Lord, not for you…He doesn’t hear the second part, I will be raised to life. Jesus responds; Get behind me…  Impetuous Peter has jumped out of line and is running ahead of Jesus. He is saying come this way, I know best, follow me, follow my way, my ideas, my direction. Do you recognize yourself in Peter? How often do we run ahead of Jesus and expect him to fit into our agenda, plans, programs? But why does he say, Get behind me Satan?  The temptation was the same as in the wilderness and Gethsemane – to avoid or bypass the Cross. Jesus immediately heads off Satan from using Peter to sidetrack him. Peter’s best intentions were to save Jesus from suffering, but that would have bypassed the Cross and God’s salvation plan. How do we avoid the Cross? We want a life with God, and seek it through religious patterns, trying to be good, and even going to church.  But the central truth is that Jesus died in our place. We are called to follow him, and that means dying to self and being resurrected as new creatures.

Drag Behind

Two would-be-followers of Jesus wanted to attend to their own business first (See Luke 9:59). Both sound legitimate family concerns. Why is Jesus so hard on them? What does it tell us about his expectations? Let me first go and bury my father, could mean that his father had died and he needed to arrange the funeral, or more likely, he wanted time to see out his responsibilities to his ageing father and wait until he had died.  Let me first go and bid farewell to my family. The issue is that they wanted to follow, but on their own terms and in their own timetable. Let me first… All of us face the same temptation at some time, or we know people who come up with these familiar excuses. Yes, I want to follow you Jesus, but first I need to experience life/ have a good time/ get established/ get married/ have children/ retire…But be careful in case we leave it too late. We can dig our heels in too longs and then find we are pushing up daisies, as they say. 

Jesus expects obedience and submission to his Lordship. Our place is right behind Jesus, following in his footsteps. The question is, WWJD? What does He want us to do? He says: Repent and follow me. To follow him, we need to repent, to change. How can we change our patterns of behaviour and walk in His ways? When we find ourselves running ahead, or even dragging behind, we need to turn around. 

Turn Around

Repent = change = turn around. How?

Confession 
If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us, but if we confess our `sin God is faithful and just to forgive us our sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9). We need to take responsibility, be honest about where we are, confess and say sorry.
Decision 

Choose this day whom you will serve (Joshua 24:15). We need to exercise our freedom and will to choose. Whether it is to change a habit or repair a relationship, it takes a choice.
Faith 

If you believe in your heart and confess with your lips/mouth that Jesus is Lord you will be saved (Romans 10:9) We need to see the other person through the eyes of faith, how God sees them C not as that cranky old husband or wife, but as God=s beloved child who is in the process of being changed into the likeness of Christ.
Submission                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Submit yourselves to one another out of your reverence for Christ (Ephesians 5:21). Put the other person first. Submit what I want so the other person’s needs are met. It takes strength and begins with submission to Christ. It is also helpful to be in submission to a Church Body. When we have disagreements, when we are under the cover of a Church leadership, we can draw on them for their wisdom and counsel.
Action

The Bible is full of doing /action words. Come…deny…take up…follow…walk.  

Will you be pro-active today and walk with Jesus?

Conclusion

Are we running ahead, dragging behind or following in Jesus footsteps?

What specific pattern of behaviour do we need to change when we apply the question, WWJD?
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