Pentecost – Say What?                                                                   May 27, 2007
Acts 2:1-13, John 16:5-15
Introduction
What do the goings on of Pentecost have to do with us here in Victoria today? 

What is the Day of Pentecost?

When the Day of Pentecost had fully come...(Acts 2:1)

Fiftieth/penta day after the Sabbath of the Passover week. 

Festival of Weeks to celebrate the gathering of harvest crops and the first fruits offering. 

Pentecost is:

· The fulfillment of God's promise (e.g. Joel 2:28-32).

· A reversal of the judgment of the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11). 

· An empowerment to be a witness (Acts 1:5-8). 

· A deposit of heaven and guarantee of our inheritance (Ephesians 1:13,14).

What were the Conditions? 

Jesus told his disciples to wait in Jerusalem...you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:5).

Question: Lord, will you...at this time? 

Answer: But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you. 

NB...they were all with one accord in one place (2:1)

What happened?

All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues (2:4).

There was a physical manifestation of the Spirit.

Why tongues? NB. A gift. 

· It is a sign of submission and surrender.

· It is a release to praise.

· It is a means of personal spiritual edification. 

· It is a means of prayer warfare.

What was the response?

The crowd: 

· amazed 

· perplexed 

· mocked 

· accused them of being drunk. 

For the things of the Spirit are foolishness to the natural mind (1 Corinthians 2:14). 

But to those who thirst, wait, ask and believe, they receive. 

What should we do?

This was the question the people asked Peter after his sermon (Acts 2:37)? 

Answer:

· Repent

· Believe

· Be baptised

· Receive, be baptised, be filled with the Holy Spirit

Conclusion

Wait in one accord:

Read: The book of Acts. 

          Dennis Bennet, Nine O’Clock in the Morning  

          Ed Hird, Battle for the Soul of Canada 
Pray: Together on the first Wednesday of the month. 

         For Ed Hird and the team from St. Simon’s, and for us at COOL. 

         For the Lord to anoint Lynne and I in South Africa, Malawi and England.
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