What are we waiting for?                                                                   May 6, 2007
Isaiah 40:25-31, Acts 1:1-8, Luke 24:36-29

Introduction
In the church calendar, we are in the post Easter, pre-Ascension period. Jesus is risen but yet to ascend. He is preparing his disciples for what is to come. He is moving his centre of operations from earth to his “control room” in heaven. He appears to them, gives his peace, explains and teaches them from the Scriptures. He is preparing them for something that will push them way out of their comfort zone – Pentecost. The Holy Spirit will be poured out on the believers, to equip and enable them to continue his ministry. But they are told to wait. What do we mean by “wait”?

We also live in an age which demands instant gratification. I want it now! We have instant coffee, instant meals, instant weight loss programs, instant messaging, and so on. Yet, waiting is apart of life. Trying to balance waiting for whatever and meeting deadlines causes pressure, stress and conflict.  We spend a lot of our times waiting for something. Our medical system gives us lots of practice. Where do we wait to see the doctor? — in a waiting room. We wait to gets tests, then wait for the results, wait to see a specialist, and then wait some more. We wait in line ups at the bank, grocery store, or in traffic. Husbands sit on benches outside the store waiting for their wives to finish shopping. Wives wait for that door to get fixed. We all wait for the bathroom. We spend our lives waiting on our children - at sports meets, after school, waiting for them to sit down at the table while they tell you they’re coming, waiting up at night when they are sick, for the key in the door when they have been out. We wait for exam results, interviews, replies to resumes, tenders, proposals. We spend time waiting for the phone to ring, a letter in the mail, or e-mail. What are you waiting for?

I will look at waiting in three ways. Waiting – meaning stop, no or not yet, waiting – meaning rest, and waiting – meaning, get ready.

Stop, No, Not Yet

Not everyone will have read Samuel Becket’s brilliant play called Waiting for Godot. Estragon and Vladimir are sitting by the side of a road by a tree, waiting for Mr. Godot. It is a metaphor on life, on the boredom and meaninglessness of waiting for the elusive Godot, who of course never comes. I am not going to get into the play, but to use the theme and title as a way to look at life.

Waiting for Godot stands for the meaninglessness on waiting for that something in life, we’re not sure what it is, but that something that will make the difference. It may be waiting to win the jackpot, waiting for Mr. or Mrs. Right, our knight in shining armour, when we have children, when they have grown up, when we retire, when the mortgage is paid up...it could be any number of things. But it means living in a fantasy world of wishful thinking, waiting for something that may never happen, or even when it does, doesn’t meet expectations so then one has to wait for the next thing. Anyone been there? Do you know anyone like that?

Even as Believers and Christians, sometimes when we say we are waiting for God, we do so as though we are waiting for Godot. Have you ever felt, where is God? Why doesn’t he answer my prayer? Why won’t he show up? Well you are not alone. 

Abraham and Sarah waited 25 years to see a promise fulfilled. Moses waited 40 years to reach the PL only to be told no entry. Daniel waited three weeks for an answer to prayer, but he at least found out that the delay was caused by a spiritual war. Do you remember how Mary and Martha sent out an urgent request for Jesus to come, because their brother Lazarus had died. No doubt they were expecting, just as we probably would, that Jesus would drop everything and immediately come. Instead, he stayed where he was two more days. Why? Was this not cruel, leaving these two sisters in worry and grief? 

Why does God not jump to our bidding? Why does God not intervene in the chaos of the Middle East and just reveal his purpose? Why are those who stand up for righteousness so vilified? Why do those for whom we pray not always get healed? Why doesn’t that job offer come in. Why do we have to struggle with this burden? Why does he seem to take so long at times? Why won’t he come and just fill this church with his presence, and draw in unbelievers? 

The fact is we can’t see the whole picture. I remember sitting in an airplane flying round and round in a holding pattern. It was frustrating, inconvenient, and uncomfortable. We didn’t know why. But presumably the traffic controller did. In the same way God sees things we don’t and know what is best. We have to learn to trust him and wait patiently for his direction and go-ahead. Then we discover that the Lord has our best interests at heart. Ruth Graham tells how she is pleased that God didn’t answer her first prayers concerning the men she wanted to marry. If he had not said no, she would never have married Billy Graham. Can we wait patiently, trusting and resting in His perfect will.
Rest
Those who wait on the Lord will renew their strength (Isaiah 40)

We live in such a whirl of frenetic activity, that if we don’t rest up we blow up. Even God took a break after completing his little project of creating heaven and earth. ...he rested on the seventh day. He commands us to do the same, Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. Shabbat means to cease and desist, to disengage and stop doing. To keep holy, means to set apart. How?

Set aside one day a week

We set ourselves apart from our daily routine by giving to God the firstfruit of our week. The day we remember is when Christ, the firstfruits, was raised to life, which is in keeping with early church practice. This includes taking a break from the usual routine and doing something re-creational. But it is more than just taking a walk in the park. It means gathering together as the Body of Christ to worship and honour Jesus as Lord. It means taking the time to lift our eyes, to get them off ourselves. When we do, we discover something bigger than our little world, and that puts it all into perspective. The benefit for us is that we get our batteries re-charged – body, soul and spirit. This is because we tap into the one who is Creator and re-creator, and who can truly offer us his re-creation. As we approach that silly season called Summer when people seem to take off church, let’s remember that.

Daily entering into rest

Sabbath rest is a moment by moment, walk in belief and obedience. We cease from our labour and rest in the Lord in all that we do, including our daily work. See Hebrews 4:1-10. This is a faith experience and attitude. Some people are always tired even though they don’t seem to do much. Others work very hard but are always fresh and vibrant as they heave learned to rest in the Lord. I am speaking generally and I know that illness, genetics also can play a role. True peace and rest comes from resting and trusting in the perfect will of God. As Isaiah says, He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak...those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength...They will soar on wings like eagles, run and not grow weary, walk and not be faint.  

Get Ready

Luke continues on from Book 1 by sharing of a command that Jesus gave, after his resurrection and before his ascension (Acts 1:4f). Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait... This waiting involves an active seeking, asking, knocking, expecting an believing. Specifically he tells them to wait for...the promised gift of the Holy Spirit. I am going to hold this for a few weeks and talk about this more on Pentecost Sunday. 

How do we wait on God. Isaiah 40 gives us some direction.
How

Lift your eyes...look to the heavens v.26 

See, the Sovereign Lord comes with power v.10

NB. Look to the big picture, to God’s purpose behind the immediate situation and need.

God’s bigger purpose, is testing, refining and growing belief/faith. 

Can you see that picture in what you are going through.

Hope in the Lord v. 31 

Hope is not wishful thinking, but trust & faith based in certainty. 

Hope is not in:

Men v.6-8. People let us down. They come and go and are here only for a brief season.

Nations v.15-16. Nationalism gives identity & security, but nations and leaders also come & go.      Idols v.18-20 wood, silver & gold. Or anything we place before God, including gods, people, nations.  

Hope is in the Lord:

He is our Comforter & Shepherd v.1,2,11 Jesus the Good Shepherd, Holy Spirit the Comforter. He is our Creator & Ruler v.12-14, 21-26 He knows everything v.13,14, every part of his creation v.26. 

Cry out v.6

But don’t cry and complain v.27  

My way is hidden from the Lord, my cause is disregarded...Do you not know, have you not heard?
Woe is me, poor me. Victim mentality. God has spoken. Listen.  

Instead, Call or cry out
Prepare the way for the Lord v.3 make straight, level the ground.

And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all mankind will see it. The Lord has spoken.

All men are like grass.. v.6 All the glory of mankind - the glitter, success, self importance

But the word of our God stands forever v.8 This is eternal, won’t let us down.

Lift up your voice - with a shout, do not be afraid. Here is your God v.9 Give testimony.

How can we do this?  Wait...You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you...and you will be my witnesses.
Conclusion – ABC

Accept God’s no or not yet. 

Build resting in the Lord into our lifestyle.

Continue to wait in Jerusalem. There are many opportunities. One is the Renewal Mission or Spiritual Banquet at our 133rd anniversary weekend at the end of October. Another will be right here today. Keep going to Jerusalem, keep waiting, keep seeking, keep asking, keep knocking, keep expecting, keep believing, keep receiving.       
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