Lest we forget...Do this in remembrance...


November 11, 2007 
Isaiah 46:3-10, Luke 22:14-20 
Introduction 

Why do we remember remembrance day? 
Our memories are short and we need reminding of the things we forget. 
We remember something which had far reaching implications for us today. What is it we commemorate? 
1. Those who sacrificed their lives – some to death, others their families etc.

2. Victory over evil 
3. Preservation of freedom 
Forget or Remember the Past 

Isaiah tells us to do two seemingly contradictory things. 
Forget the former things, do not dwell in the past See I am doing a new thing (43:18,19) and 
Remember this, fix it in your minds... Remember the former things, those of long ago, I am God, and there is no other, I am God, and there is none like me (46:8,9). 
v.4 reminds us of who God is and what He does for us – lest we forget! Even to your old age and gray hairs I am he, I am he who will sustain you, I have made you and I will carry you, I will sustain you and I will rescue you. 
God is our Creator, Sustainer, Carrier, and Rescuer/ Deliverer/ Redeemer/ Saviour. 

What not helpful about looking back? When we get stuck in the past e.g. good old days/ whenwe’s (When we were in Rhodesia). Living with regret, guilt, failure etc.

What is good about looking back? Learn from the past, build on heritage. 

And we need to recognise how God has been active in our lives. It can be especially helpful as we go through tough times. 
What is not helpful about looking forward? Wishful unrealistic thinking e.g. Eugene O’ Neil in the "Iceman Cometh" – sitting discussing dreams but never get off the barstool. Fear and worry. 
What is good about looking forward? New opportunities, hope for the future. Remembering God’s faithfulness in the past helps us look forward with faith. 
The Cross - Destiny Day 

What is D-day? What does D stand for? Deliverance, Departure, Decision, Destiny? Just as we remember D-day of WW 2, we remember D-day for humanity. This was the day that Jesus Christ was crucified on the Cross. As D-day set in motion the victory to come, so Calvary established God’s salvation plan for humanity for every generation. This is truly Destiny Day. 

Jesus tells us, to do this in remembrance of me...What are we remembering?

1. Jesus sacrifice of his life for ours showing agape love. 

2. Victory over sin, Satan and death. 
3. Freedom from all the constrictions of this earthly life. 
At the Last Supper, Jesus inaugurated the meal which commemorated His work on the Cross. 

He took the bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them saying, ‘‘This is my body given for you, do this in remembrance of me’’ – we could add, lest we forget. 
This continues his teaching when he said, I am the bread of life...I tell you the truth, unless you eat of the flesh of the Son of Man and drink of his blood, you have no life in you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood, has eternal life and I will raise him upon the last day (John 6:53,54). 
In the same way after supper he took the cup, saying, ‘‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured our for you Do this in remembrance of me.’’ Lest we forget. 
God’s Covenant is always sealed by blood. The New Covenant is sealed by the blood of Jesus. This covenant/ testament/ will makes his estate/ kingdom available to all his children and heirs. Sadly many will remember a war, but will not acknowledge let alone remember the sacrifice of a God who loved the world so much that He gave his Son. 

Do this... 

Do this in remembrance of me. Do what? Receive and live the Cross every day. 

Take up your Cross and follow me. 
Jesus demonstrated this same process when he multiplies the fish and loaves, and when he celebrated the Last Supper. 
He took 
He gave thanks/ blessed 
He broke 
He gave and blessed 
We then do likewise. Whether it is with our lives our finances, our ministry, our church – We take 

We give thanks and bless 
We break 
We give and bless 
Conclusion 

Oswald Chambers said that we become the broken bread and poured out wine to feed and nourish others. Where/ how can we be the Lord’s presence: at work, at home, at church, with possible God appointments? 
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