Proclamation and Service





 November 4, 2007
Acts 6:1-7, Luke 4: 14-30 

Introduction On Sunday night around 8 p.m. we were enjoying a relaxing evening at home after the business of the weekend when the phone rang. it was the fire department who were down at the church. I could hear the fire alarm ringing loudly in the background and they were asking me how to turn it off as there was no evidence of any fire. Now of course they must have phoned me because my reputation as a techno-geek is legendary, but we live about 25 minutes away. I started phoning around and Ian Stuart, who was just returning from Vancouver hurried down. It turned out to be a fault in the system that went off again at 3 a.m.. Once again Ian obliged. Then on Monday around 8.30 a.m., I was settling into a quiet time and coffee when the phone rang again. It was Barb on the phone. The alarm bells were sounding forth again. This time Ian was not answering his phone, perhaps trying to catch up on some sleep. Eventually it was sorted out and things quieted down. 

The reason I mention this story, is that over our Renewal Mission weekend, one of the favourite songs, was "Consuming fire." We sang with great gusto: "Consuming fire, fan into flame, a passion for you name, Spirit of God fall in this place, Lord have your way, Lord have your with us" With some truly wonderful worship led by our music teams, Ed's great teaching, good testimony and sharing from both the visiting team from St. Simon's and our own folk, and the follow up ministry of the prayer teams, we did experience the consuming fire of the Holy Spirit blowing through us. We were led into repentance, a turning away form anything that blocked our relationship with the Lord, and into turning to Him and receiving His ministry through the Spirit. Lives were touched, people were set free and experienced the infilling and overflowing of the Holy Spirit. So perhaps there was such a sense of God's fire in the building, that the fire alarm sensors picked it up and went off. How about us? Do we have that same sense of awareness when God is moving? Are we waiting and ready, open and receiving of all that the Lord wants to do in our lives? Do spiritual fire alarms go off when we minister? After the weekend, now what? What are our priorities? What should we do? 

In our Acts reading, the disciples have waited in Jerusalem, received the promised Holy Spirit, seen miraculous healing, grown in fellowship with one another, and been persecuted for their faith. Two things happened cf. vs 1. The numbers of the disciples was increasing. And, complaints/murmuring started. Two kinds of complaints: 

Legitimate concerns. The Greek, foreign newer Christians were feeling overlooked by the Hebrew Jewish more established Christians, in particular in the daily distribution of food. It is easy for those who have been around for a longer time to be insensitive to how newer people feel. They are comfortable and just do things the way they are used to. And there can be inequity and injustice as well. So they brought these concerns to the leadership, which was the right thing to do. . And then there is the other kind of complaining. What kind is that? Whining, murmuring, grumbling, cry baby poor me wha..wha..wha! 

The disciples dealt with the problem by getting organised and delegating responsibilities. Here we see two aspects of ministry: Kerygma/ Proclamation and Diakonia/ Service or Ministry. 

Proclamation 

Kurussein means to proclaim like a herald, blowing a trumpet to welcome the coming king. It is used 12x to preach the good news, and 9x to preach Christ. Evangel simply means message.

The Apostles felt that their priority and call was to preach the Word and pray. They did not want to be distracted by anything, as important and good as that might be. 

Remember the word devotion. It means commitment, focus, passion. We need to know what is our call and priority, and then devote ourselves to it. For all of us, the Word and prayer are priorities and we need to guard against distractions which prevent us spending time with the Lord. cf. Mary and Martha (Luke 10:38-42). 

And within the range of ministries, some are called to focus on hearing and preaching the Word. I know how easy one can get distracted by all sorts of practical administrative concerns, let alone all the cares of the world e.g. dental, roof, plumbing and so on. 

There are other kinds of hazards. At first everyone thinks that Jesus words are lovely. But then he includes with some specific application. He gives a not so subtle lesson that challenges the Jewish people’s assumption that they have a God guaranteed ticket of approval. John the Baptist described Jesus as the one who would baptise with the Holy Spirit and with fire (Matthew 3:11). The fire burns and refines us from all the sin and rubbish. 

What is the response? All spoke well of him...all were furious...They turned from praise to taking offence and tried to throw him off a cliff. Any cliffs around here? What is it that offends us? We often are quite happy with touching on issues which relate to someone else. But when it gets close to home, we are not too happy. Jesus expects absolute commitment and obedience which is contrary to our tolerant, inclusive anything goes ethos of today. 

Ministry 

Diakonia means ministry means service. In this case specifically to wait on tables, meeting social, physical and relational needs. In case we may feel that this is a somewhat lesser kind of ministry, look at the qualifications. 

Qualifications: Choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. They are known i.e. they have a good reputation and track record. Why do they need wisdom? To sort out the squabbling and provide solutions to the problem. Holy Spirit wisdom. 

Then we see Stephen also preaching the Gospel, and Philip being sent out on a special mission to proclaim the Gospel to the wandering Ethiopian. So the deacons also exercised a ministry of proclamation. 

Jesus himself showed the inter-relationship between three very significant aspects of the message in His mission statement. 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me because he has anointed me... To preach good news...to proclaim... ...to the poor...freedom for the prisoners...release the oppressed... 

Three movements are intertwined: Charismatic or Pentecostal, Evangelical, and Social. 

COOL 

Service is our middle name. We have an incredible group of servers who do an excellent job of waiting on tables. We also have a heritage of service mission and evangelism, from the early time of Cridge to our present day Community Ministry Centre. 

We are also solidly evangelical and the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ has been faithfully proclaimed here for 133 years. 

And we are a Church who are rooted in Pentecost and the charis/grace and charismata/ gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

COOL is well balanced in all these areas. In fact, I believe that we are the most balanced church you will find!! Could we do more? Absolutely. In fact, most of our proclamation happens within these four walls, which may be encouraging for us who are here. But is this the place where proclamation should be happening? Look at the next chapters. Philip was sent to a highway to sit in on an Ethiopian’s chariot ride. 

How can we be more effective in following and continuing Jesus ministry of: 

· preaching the Gospel 

· healing the sick 

· releasing the oppressed? 

Four areas of evangelism: 

· Presence or service 

· Proclamation or preaching 

· Power healing, signs and wonders 

· Personal sharing and witnessing 

We are strong in the first two, and weaker in the other two, The mission helped us get moving on the prayer and healing ministry. Do make use of the prayer teams available to pray with you after the services. We’ll be looking at how we can equip you to have an answer and share your faith with others. We need more of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit and the Baptism of fire to fan into flames what is already in place. As I have mentioned before, we the wood is in place, there is a fire burning, now Lord come and blow the Spirit to fan the flames of life and power. 

Questions 

What is distracting me from my priority of prayer and the word? 

Who/ where/ how can I proclaim the Gospel? 

Who/ where/ how can I serve a need today? 

Am I full of the Holy Spirit and walking in his power? 

Join us in praying for the fire of God to continue to fall on this place. Come Wednesday. 
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