Caesar or God?






 October 14, 2007 
Acts 4:1-31, Matthew 22:15-22 
Introduction
Render/ Give therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s (Math.22:21).
Who does Caesar represent? Primarily he represents all the secular or even religious institutions of the world. It could be a case for the separation of church and state, sacred from secular.  This could be true. Yet, Caesar has encroached on and invaded God’s territory so much that God’s role is increasingly minimized. 
I am also expanding the meaning to include the strongholds where we allow Caesar to encroach on God’s territory in our own lives. It is easy to start in the Spirit and then slip into attempting to legislate, over-organise, box and limit His work to our own agenda and understanding.  

Creative and Redemptive Ordinance

What is the distinction between God’s creative ordinance i.e. everything in Creation, and His Redemptive ordinance i.e. all that is in His new creation/ covenant? 

Marriage ...the two shall become one flesh (Gen.2:24). Marriage is something instituted by God as part of His creative ordinance i.e. not just for Christian’s but for the whole of society. Marriage is not something that can be redefined by any person, government or human institution.  We need to render/give marriage to God.

Environment  God blessed them and said, be fruitful and increase in number, fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over .(Genesis 1:28).  Care for the environment comes under the creative ordinance where mankind has been given stewardship or management of the earth. All of us, especially those of us who are Christians should want to take care of Creation, and we can’t abdicate this and leave it to the Green party.  Render/give our earth/world to God.

Government The authorities that exist have been established by God (Romans 13:1). Governments are given the responsibility to provide order and service for nations, provinces or states, municipalities. We do need to render/give to them –In taxes, prayer, obedience. Instead of serving God’s purposes, they can become instruments of their own self-serving ends and even hostile to God’s intentions. Many areas of society used to be provided for by the Church, and have slowly been taken over by the Sate e.g. education, medical and social services. We are told to pray for the Government (1Timothy 2:12). Render/give our governments to God.

Personal   For He chose us...In Him we have redemption...He has made known to us (Ephesians 1:3f.)
We are all created in the image of God, we are all sinners who fall shart of His glory. Everyone has the capacitty and need to know their Creator, but it is only by knowing the Saviour and His redemption, that we can truly know Him.  We can institutionalize our spirituality so that we have an insipid form of religion while denying the power. The Pharisees and scribes were so zealously religious that they missed the spiritual truth. When we deliberately and habitually sin, we open ourselves to a different spirit and create a stronghold that needs to be broken. The we are entrapped in a Caesar mentality. Render/give ourselves to the Lord.

Facing Crises and Persecution
Now consider their threats against us..
The church in general, and we personally, have to face similar threats. The early church disciples were hauled before the Sanhedrin, which was the governing religious authority, and warned not to speak about Jesus. We face similar, perhaps more subtle kinds of threats. The Judeo-Christian values, which have given the world justice and freedom in the boundaries of the Creator’s protection, are being devalued. What happens is that by throwing out God’s values, we deify man’s collective thinking, as truth. We eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil in the delusion that we know better than God. So in our wisdom we become fools. This is true not only in society, but also in the heart of the church itself. We also see another kind of outright attack on our freedom through the extremism, which seeks to impose its values, its war on the world through terrorism. It follows another delusion that God somehow rewards as martyrs, those who slaughter innocent lives. Another attack, which undermines our value as human beings, is the power and influence of corporate greed. Greed that creates excessive wealth for the privileged few, while the masses – including the very poor and the middle classes, struggle to survive. We can give many more examples of the treats, which we face in our modern world. But how do we face them? The battle in which we are involved is primarily spiritual, and the means by which we use to overcome them is spiritual.  Story of family crises while driving in a strange city.
What should we do?
From our Acts passage:
They raised their voices together in prayer to God.
Intercessory prayer, became the conduit for God’s sovereign power to connect with and effect the human condition/threat/problem which they faced. How did the disciples pray?

v.24 Sovereign Lord, you made...
When we pray, we see things from God’s vantage point, and they look different. When we are inside the church, it looks so huge. When we look at the people issues, the financial/building/let alone ministry/mission needs, they look so great. When we look down from the top of the Marriot Hotel, the church looks so small. When we see things from God’s vantage point as Sovereign Creator God, nothing is impossible. The disciples start by affirming God for who He is, the sovereign Creator Lord of the universe. When we start here rather than in our hole, things take on a different perspective.

v.25 You spoke by the Holy Spirit
God didn’t just wind up the universe and let it run on its own course. He is actively involved in his creation, working out his purpose. The supreme act of love is demonstrated in the incarnation, the death and resurrection of Jesus, who is the Christ. It is only though him that there will ever be true peace, when the real source of conflict — sin, is dealt with on the Cross. And so as one survey the broad sweep of history from God’s vantage point, we see His sovereign hand. As we look back on our church history, from the birthing of a church by Cridge, to the growth of the Jubilee hospital/the Cridge Centre, COOL, and now the CMC, God is at work. The same is true as we look at our own personal life history.

v.29 enable/empower your servants to speak with great boldness
v.30 stretch out your hand to heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders...Through the name of Jesus 
 v.31 The place was shaken...they were filled with the Holy Spirit and they spoke the word of God boldly
The Holy Spirit is the one who empowers the church to continue/fulfill the commission of Jesus to go and get involved in communicating God’s evangel/message/good news. He comes alongside us as our counselor and helper. They asked/requested, they knew who to ask to do what, and they were receptive. They understood that they could come into the Most Holy Place/holy of holies/throne room of God with confidence/boldness. They asked with faith believing that they would receive. And God answered their prayer with a visible manifestation of his presence. 

Conclusion
How should we pray?  They lifted their voices together. Try clapping our hands. Do we do this in unison or one at a time? Try praise and prayer in the same way. Join with me. 
Lord Jesus Christ, I am sorry for the things that I have done wrong in my life. Forgive me for buckling under pressure, for allowing the Caesar to invade my life, for not standing firm. Lord, thank you that you died on the cross for me. Thank you for your forgiveness and the gift of your Holy Spirit. Please come into my life by your Holy Spirit, fill me to overflowing with praise. I lift up my head, my hands, my voice in honour to your name. Lord stretch out your hand to heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders to transform lives through the name of Jesus. I worship you Almighty Lord. Amen.
Join in the Lord’s Prayer together.
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