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Acts 1:1-14, Luke 13:22-35

Introduction

Today we start a new series on the book of Acts. Why? In order for us to accomplish the things we seek, we need to be a church that is alive and healthy. We desire to see God work in Holy Spirit action and activities through us at COOL. Acts is about just that. As Luke implied in his introduction to Theophilus, this account was about what Jesus continued to do and teach by the acts of the Holy Spirit in and through the acts of the church. 

Two ways

Jesus teaches this parable about two ways – a wide way that leads to destruction, and a narrow way that leads to life. I shared my exploits on a river toobing expedition down in Texas. For those who were not here over the Summer, I’ll repeat it. As well as the fact that I can introduce one of the heroes of the story to you this morning. The wide part of the river led to my getting tipped upside down with a consequence of losing my glasses. The narrow way led to the safe shoot over the rapid. 

In what areas of our life are we choosing the narrow/ or wide way?

Two cities

Charles Dickens book is about the cities of Paris and London. I am looking at two sides of one city, Jerusalem. Jesus commanded his disciples, Wait in Jerusalem. Jerusalem comes form yeru, meaning to establish or raise up, and salem, meaning peace. It is a city that represents good and bad, blessing and persecution, God’s power and man’s abuse of power, death and resurrection. God’s redemptive purpose was that all nations would be drawn to his temple on Mt. Zion in Jerusalem in order to know him, the one true and living Lord. Jesus laments over Jerusalem. O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her. And then, it becomes the place where Jesus, not only a prophet, but the Messiah, the Word become flesh, God incarnate, is "stoned." He is put to death on a cross. Yet this is not the end of the story. Because right here in the same city, God’s redemptive purpose is worked out. Jesus is resurrected, raised up and God’s salvation plan is established. The Prince of Peace introduces his reign of peace for all who gather under His protective wings. Will we receive His peace and be raised up as a "city" of peace?

Have we been to "Jerusalem?"

Two kinds of waiting 

The disciples were told to wait. There can be two kinds of waiting. One is a passive star gazing kind of waiting, gazing into the heavens. For many, this is what they understand by waiting. It means wasting time waiting for something to happen, waiting for the bus, waiting for someone to show up. But there is another kind, an active seeking waiting. Waiting with expectation, pursuing with everything we have to seek after what God has promised. It is waiting with a purpose. It involves curiosity, openness, perseverance, confidence, trust. It means making choices -- choosing not to be distracted by the tyranny of the urgent or trivial. It means making choices of priorities -- what is better and best rather than what one feels like doing or not doing, just getting away with the minimum required. The promise offered here is to baptise the church with power to be a witness. What is a witness? In the Greek it is martureo, the same root as for a martyr. And so God’s purpose is fulfilled in a spiritual "city." His Temple/ His Body is filled with the presence, the Holy Spirit, and becomes a witness. This is the mission which the church is co-missioned to do. But He has more. The Lord sets the mission strategy, that this would start in Jerusalem, spread out to Judea, Samaria and then onto the ends of the earth. It is amazing that what started in Jerusalem has reached all over the world, including us here at "the end of the earth." 

How are we witnesses in Jerusalem? Judea? Samaria? To the ends of the earth?
Local mission: School, Sanctuary, Cridge Club, Holy Trinity etc. International – Ends of the earth: Malawi, SA, Israel, Haiti, Wycliffe Brazil, Cuba 

Two wills

Jesus tells his disciples to wait in Jerusalem. How did they respond? Lord, will you...at this time? For the disciples it was all about the hot button issue of the day. Will you be restoring the kingdom to Israel today? Remember that Israel was under Roman occupation and the expectation and longing was for Messiah to come and free them from foreign domination. And of course, now/ at this time would be nice. Isn’t this typical of our own response when God gives a direction? Lord will you first...? We come with all our "will you’s." Will you fix my finances, get me a job/ a house, heal my sickness, find me a wife/ husband... a new wife/ husband, or at least change them into my image? Or we could have real concerns about the world. Lord will you bring peace to the Middle East, to Africa, Iraq? Will you stop the violence, restore our justice system, let the Canucks win the Stanley cup? However legitimate the question, Jesus doesn’t answer in the way they expect. But you will receive power when the Holy spirit comes upon you... We have to come to the point of recognising that God’s will is more important than our own. You will...He sets the agenda, the direction, gives the instructions...not us! The natural consequence is: and you shall be my witnesses. In other words, don’t you be concerned about the things that are not your business – dates, times and seasons, you get on with your commission. Seek first the kingdom and then everything else falls into place. Are we willing to make the adjustment from Lord, will you do...for me? God says this is what I have done for you, now you will do this for me. 

Have we made that adjustment yet, and changed our will?

Will we wait in Jerusalem? Will we receive His Baptism in the power of the Holy Spirit? Will we be his witnesses?

Conclusion

Renewal Mission cf. GV Healing the whole person, building faith and health.

Come to Jerusalem and wait together. We may say, why do we need to stay in Jerusalem? I’d rather go to Vancouver, Hawaii, stay at home and watch TV. It is inconvenient. It’s not my cup of tea. Thanks but no thanks. 

Pray that we become "Jerusalem." Raised up to be full of peace and peacemakers.
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