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Acts 2:37-47, John 21:15-17

Introduction

The last two weeks we focussed on Jesus command to Wait in Jerusalem, and the fulfilment of God’s promise of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. Peter then gives a brilliant sermon explaining historical and theological reasons for what they have experienced and witnessed. The crowd is convicted/ cut to the heart, and ask, what must we do?

Peter gives them four things to do, and these form the four basic precepts of being initiated into a relationship with God and into His family.  

Talking of families, did you know that I have joined the Royal Family? I thought it would be rather nice to be a prince and bring some Royalty over here to the Island. So when we were in England in July, I popped into Buckingham Palace. The royal bureaucrats didn’t want to let me in, but when I said that I was about the same age as Prince Charles, they opened the gates. So there we were, having tea with the Queen. Lynne let the side down by spilling here tea on the carpet. I saved the day by pointing my little finger beautifully. I made my case for being a member of the family, and the Queen at first didn’t seem too interested. But when I told her that my grandmother’s name was Elizabeth, that she had a picture of her royal highness, and had received a personal letter from her on her 100th birthday, and that my mother used to have two corgi dogs, she welcomed me into the family with open arms. I have been conferred the title of Prince Rodney of Victoria. I am only kidding, you don’t need to bow yet. Actually there is only one way of getting into the Royal family. It is the same way we get into any family. We have to be born into it. And that is also true of God’s family. How?

Initiation
What must we do? See v.37,8.

• Repent                                                                                                                                  i.e. turn around. But we need to turn away – from sin and towards something, otherwise we are just going around in circles. We turn to Jesus.

• Believe in Jesus.                                                                                                                                  If you confess with your lips and believe in your heart that Jesus Christ is risen from the dead you will be saved (Romans 10:10).  
• Be Baptised.                                                                                                                                   We identify with the death and resurrection of Jesus through baptism as we die, are buried, and raised to new life (Romans 6:3,4). 

• Receive/ be Baptised in the Holy Spirit.                                                             This is the fulfilment of God’s promise at Pentecost so we may manifest His presence and power, gifts and fruits. 

They are like the four legs of a chair, four cylinders of a car engine.  To mix metaphors, we need all to experience a healthy Christian birth. E.g. Just as in physical birth if oxygen doesn’t get through to the brain it can damage the health of the child, so if one of these ingredients is missing, our spiritual health can be effected. One of the reasons that Christians still carry a lot of baggage around, and have to spend year after year in counselling, is because they don’t get one of the steps functioning. They are sitting on one, two or three legs and wonder why things are wobbly.  

So we are born again and operating on all cylinders, what next?

Devotion
v.42 They devoted themselves        

What does devotion mean?

Commitment, passion, focus

It is the opposite of the indifference, lethargy, inertia summed by “whatever!”

It means putting something or someone first.

Jesus says twice to Peter, Do you love me...more than these? The word for love used here is agape, and means self-sacrificial commitment love Peter responds, Lord you know I phileo you. Lord you know I am your friend. The third time Jesus changes the word and says, Peter, do you phileo me? Peter responds in the same way.

Jesus asks us, do we love him more than...? Are we devoted to Him?

Our devotion to him leads us to devotion to what?

• The apostle’s teaching                                                                                                                                                    Devotion to the word, to being a disciples i.e. a disciplined student/ learner

• Fellowship                                                                                                                                                                                                             Being a Christian is not just about relationship with God, it is about relating and loving or being devoted to one another. This is where we work out our discipleship.

• Breaking of bread                                                                                                                                                  The communion meal represents all that Jesus did for us on the cross, When we break bread together, we are remembering what we have received as we offer ourselves.

• Prayer                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             Our prayer life is a litmus test of our life in Christ, and it is especially true of the church. What does the small turn out for prayer say about our priorities...our devotion?

So after our devotion, what then?

Addition
Do you remember the prayer of Jabez popularised by Bruce Wilkinson a few years ago?  
Oh, that you would bless me and enlarge my territory! Let your hand be with me, and keep me from harm so that I will be free from pain      (1 Chronicles 4:10).

It is so easy to grasp onto this as a, me-centred prayer. God does want to bless us, enlarge our territory and add to our lives. But it goes way beyond our limited expressions of blessing. He wants to add quality, richness, vibrancy, abundance, renewal, and much more!  As Covenant children we are heirs of the estate of our heavenly Father which is willed to us through the death of His Son. The Holy Spirit is the deposit which guarantees this inheritance.

 

From our Acts reading, to or through the devotion of the disciples, God added:

• Miraculous signs and wonders

• Togetherness and sharing of resources

• Daily Worship – in one accord: In the temple and in their homes. He offers us the privilege of worshiping Him

• Numbers though those being saved

There was addition. We’d all love to see more people being added to the church. But it began with devotion. And daily devotion led to daily addition. Addition was about quality of spiritual life. And all that led to more and more people being added to the Lord’s family. 

Subtraction

While Jesus came to give us life in abundance, Satan is out to cheat, to steal and destroy.

What can subtract from the life that God intends? There is nothing new under the sun and these heresies have been around forever and sadly still prevail even in the church today.

• Gnosticism, from gnosis, meaning knowledge, is the pursuit of knowledge for its own sake and leads to being puffed up. In particular, there were those who claimed special knowledge that puffed them up with pride. Under the teaching of the Holy Spirit, knowledge leads to wisdom, learning to discipleship. 

• Activism is where we run around doing lots of busy things but they have no spiritual foundation or effect. When the Holy Spirit is invited and given the freedom to act through us, the church, we see fruit.

• Legalism is where we take good spiritual truth and try to build a “tabernacle” around it, and this leads to death. The Pharisees tried to legislate spiritual truth. Another side of the same coin is antinomianism, or lawlessness. Everyone does whatever they please and what is right in their own eyes. So we have relative values without any absolutes, and certainly not God to tell us what to do. Our Creator gives us laws and boundaries for our protection, which enables freedom to enjoy life in the way He intended. Jesus says he came to fulfill the law and that if we love Him, we shall keep his commands, so that out joy may be full.

• Traditionalism turns what God has blessed in the past into a man-made idol that binds and prevents change. The Pharisees were masters at this and Jesus rebuked them for it. The Holy Spirit builds on the past but is always seeking to relate to the present reality.    

• Docetism was a heresy that sought to deny that Jesus came in the flesh. There are those who over-spiritualise everything and don’t realise that God’s truth is incarnate. This means that we have to work it out in the nitty-gritty of life in this world, in the power of the Holy Spirit dwelling in us.

As we are alive in the Holy Spirit He adds to our lives. When we step out of the Spirit into a counterfeit attempt to be spiritual, we are in danger of getting into these heresies, which subtract from our lives.   

Conclusion
How devoted are we? 

To what are we devoted? 

What has been added to our lives – yearly, monthly weekly, daily?

What would we lie to add?
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