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Acts 3:1-10, Mark 2:1-12

Introduction

Peter and John are on their way to afternoon prayers, when they met a beggar at the gate. Do you remember what Jerusalem means? Rise up, city of peace. What about last weeks lesson? Daily devotion leads to daily addition. P & J were involved in daily devotions. God arranged a divine appointment. Well, the beggar was there for many to see, but it was their eyes that were opened to see an opportunity. So who will we meet today or this week? What needs will we come across? 

What kind of need?

Two kinds: Perceived or felt needs, real or actual needs.

What was the felt need of the beggar? Financial

What was the actual need? Healing

What was the perceived need of the paralytic? Healing

What was the actual need? Spiritual – forgiveness And Jesus healed him as well.

What do we have to give?

I do not have... Know what we don’t have

Such as I have...I give... Know what we do have, to give.

Where did P & J get?

They watched and learnt from Jesus (Mark 2). Post Pentecost: The Holy Spirit teaches & empowers us to do what Jesus did (DWJD).

Where does it start? Daily devotion

Could it be Healing?

I don’t often preach on healing. I have been put off by the sensationalist approach – come and get your miracle today! I also don’t want to disappoint anyone. And then I tend to sift everything through my intellect and discard what I don’t really understand. I have seen God heal.

. Lynne ectopic, Lisa foot, father pneumonia, panic attacks

What is healing? Process, miraculous.

Get up and walk. All of us need to rise up above something. 

Too many sit in the corner and feel sorry for themselves.

How can we see God healing today?

How?

Prayer – Ask in faith?

Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer. Believe that you have received it and it will be yours (Mark 11:24). 

The Word

Spoken word – I tell you...Rise up and walk, get up, be healed, be opened, be clean. 

Power of the Creative Word – Let there be... (Genesis 1:1).

My word...will not return to me empty, but will accomplish my intentions (Isaiah 55:11).

Sacramental

Outward sign of an inward grace/ reality cf. Electricity contact point.

Jesus put his fingers into the man’s ears. Then he spit and touched the man’s tongue ... (Mark 7:33).

Touch – Taking him by the right hand... Lay hands.

Holy Communion – Covenant heritage

Conclusion

What is our felt/ perceived need today?

What is our actual need?

Where do we need to rise/ get up and walk?
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