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1 Corinthians 13:1-13, John 15:9-17 

Introduction 

Today we are looking at one of Jesus sayings on the Cross. Each of the seven words from the cross offer timeless truths that impact every area of our life with personal, historic and cosmic significance. I am also combining this with a valentine theme. I’ll begin by telling you the story of how I met my valentine. 

Now I want to remind you of those three words for love: eros or self gratifying love philia or friendship love agape or self-sacrificial love 

How does God love us? 

He shows eros love and meets our needs. Jesus washed his disciples feet as he serve their needs. Jesus...now showed them the full extent of his love...he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples feet... (John 13). What does he expect of us? Brings our needs as we ask and seek him to meet them. I tell you the truth, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name...Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete (John 16:23.24). 

He shows philia love and offers to be our friend. You are my friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you servants,..instead I have called you friends (John 15:14,15). What does he expect of us?... do what I command, as we learn to trust him. 

He shows agape love as he gave his life as a ransom, a sacrifice for us. The Son of Man did not come to be serve but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many (Matthew 20:28). What does he expect of us? To commit, submit and follow him as our Saviour and Lord. Will you really lay down your life for me? (John 13:38) If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me (Luke 9:23). (Last week)

How does He want us to show love? 

A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another (John 13: 34, 35). 

Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you (John 13:14,15). 

Be a friend. Love our friends with patience and kindness, without envy, pride, rudeness, self-seeking, anger. Don’t keep a record of wrongs or delight in evil. Always protect, trust, hope, persevere. (1 Corinthians 13:4-7). 

Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends (John 15:13). Are we willing to inconvenience ourselves let alone lay our life down for one another? 

But how? Where?

The Word of Love 

Jesus death on the cross is the most perfect example of agape love. Jesus sacrificially lays down his life for his "friends." Following our valentine theme we are looking at the word of love. 

When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, "Dear woman, here is your son." and to the disciple, "Here is your mother" (John 19:26,27). 

Jesus is taking care of his natural responsibilities. There is not much information given but it is believed that Joseph had died. There was no pension, social assistance programs or safety net, so he asks one of his trusted disciples to take care of his mother. John might have said, but what about James and the other brothers? Mary might have said, I’d rather go to Glengarry or Rose Manor? Instead we read, From that time on the disciple took her into his home. There are a number of lessons we can learn. 

Jesus says...here is your... We need to ensure that we have done all we can to make the most of the relationships the Lord has given us. He says to us, Rod...here is your mother, wife, children etc. Most people on their death bed, don’t say I wish I had spent more time at the office, made more money, but I would like to have spent more time with family, friends, loved one’s. Try as best as possible to deal with unresolved business, repair relationships, pass on your wisdom. E.g.. father, mother - letter, phone, Lynne, mother. I know that not everyone may have those opportunities. If not, we can bring our regrets, our hurts to Jesus and receive his love. Pray for ways to minister to those close to us. For those who may not have immediate family, he offers himself as a friend, partner, support, comfort, peace. 

Jesus says to us, here is your... church, church here is your child. But Lord, have you seen the people in this church? Can’t I go to a nice little country church, or a big mega church with all those programs? Here is your church. Are we loving one another as He loves us? Are we meeting one another’s needs, being a friend, laying down our lives? 

Jesus says to us, here is your ...city, Victoria. But Lord, I’d prefer one of those big metropolitan cities, or a small village. Do we love our city? Here is your ...community. Lord, can’t we have a university youth group? Here are your ...youth, street kids who need to be loved. Do we love them or see them as an inconvenience? Here are your...seniors. With the Cridge club, we are doing OK. Here are your ...neighbours - in the condo towers, offices and businesses, and Parliament buildings. Go and love them. 

What is our vision? To grow a multi-generational, multi-ministry centre faithfully serving our community, from the homes to the offices to the streets to the ledge. See bulletin. 

What is our Mission statement? To know and love our Lord, to go and grow His Church. See my article in the latest Grapevine.

Conclusion 

Ask the Lord to expand our capacity to love in all those three ways.

Give a word of love to someone today, this week. 
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