I don’t want your autograph; I want to be in the band! 

April 10, 2011

I was told that the church was talking about “revival” and that if I wanted to I could do the same

So I thought sounds good, I don’t want to mess things up, so here we go [slide].

I was asked, of course, to submit the verses that I would be discussing once I had chosen them so I thought well, I’ve got some time, let’s have a look at all the verses and see which jumps out at me…

So I took out my trusty commentaries and bible dictionary and concordance and looked up the word revival…

You know, it’s not in there! I’m sure many of you know that already, but I wanted to be sure.  I did a search on the ESV Bible online.  

I typed in the word “Jesus” it comes up with a plethora of verses.  I typed in “repent,” the same thing.  I typed in “revival”…zip, zero, nothing!

So what are we asking for?  What do we want?  

Is it a series of meetings where all the churches meet together in Save On Foods Arena and the worship is epic and the preaching is powerful and everyone’s praying and we can feel God’s presence for like a whole week…and then everything goes back to normal…?  This even fits in with one of the definition I found in the dictionary [slide]

Is it miracles? Signs and wonders? An increase in interest?

Honestly the word bugs me a bit because I think it is all of those things and yet none of them are quite satisfactory, they seem…insufficient.  Unimpressive.

Unimpressive. That, honestly is the word that fits best in my experience of revival, so that is where we are going to start.

There is a character in the bible, who was, for all intensive purposes, “unimpressive” and today we are going to look at his story.  His name was Zacchaeus.  

Now most of you I am sure have heard the story of Zacchaeus and the sycamore tree. [slide] 

It is a popular Sunday school story, almost farcical in nature.  

For those that haven’t heard it before, here’s a quick summary:

When Jesus comes to town, a tax collector named Zacchaeus is too short to see Him through the crowd so he climbs up a sycamore tree.  Jesus stops under him, tell him to come down and they go to Zacchaeus’ house for dinner and everyone is happy (except of course the Pharisees who are standing in the background of just about every Sunday school story with very grumpy faces [slide]. The End. Short and sweet, thank you for having me…[walk away]

Obviously there is more to it than that.

In order to discover this we need to look at the story in the context it is provided, rather than as a single entity, or Sunday school book.

Chapters 15-19 are sometimes referred to as the Gospel of the Outcasts.  

The parables and teachings show Gods mercy and compassion to the outcast and lost versus harsh anger and judgment to those that consider themselves righteous.  

Luke’s intended audience is not the Jews, therefore, he is not writing this to call out these “righteous” people.  

Luke’s intended audience is Christians from a non-Jewish background i.e. people like us.  This notion of self-righteousness is a problem that carried through from the Pharisees and into the Christian church.

In an article I read on Zacchaeus by William P.Loewe, Loewe points out that in Luke 18 there is a series of instances where faith and lack of faith are demonstrated.  

First, Jesus tells the parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector (9-14) where Jesus condemns the Pharisee's public exclamation of righteousness versus the tax collector' humble pleading for mercy. This parable is directed towards a very self-righteous audience and concludes with Jesus saying, [slide] “For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one ho humbles himself will be exalted.”

Next, Jesus sees faith in those who are like little children saying, [slide]  “Truly I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of heaven like a child shall not enter it.” (15-16) 

Versus a grown man who observes the law but is attached to riches (18-27) to whom Jesus says, [slide] it is easier for a “camel to pass through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of Heaven.”  

The response by the disciples, “Then who can enter?” is intended as a rhetorical question with the answer, “No one!” but Jesus has an answer, “What is impossible with men is possible with God”

Jesus finds faith in the disciples who have renounced everything to follow Him. Finally in the blind man (35-43) where the blind beggar persists in asking for Jesus because he knows Jesus can heal him. What is implied by a blind man gaining sight becomes explicit through the story of Zacchaeus.

Zacchaeus is a tax collector, small in stature (whose name means innocent/pure), quick to give away possessions because of faith.

Verse 1:

So, [slide] when we read that Jesus was on his way through Jericho when he met Zacchaeus, the story is not just one event in Jesus journey, a sidetrack, it serves as the synopsis of what has happened before.

Verse 2:

[slide]  We are introduced to this man and told his name is Zacchaeus, which I have on good authority comes from the Hebrew word ZaKaI [slide], which means “pure”, or “innocent”

However, we are immediately informed that he is a tax collector.

In today’s society we tend to place stereotypes on people and categorize them.  

I’m not going to put pictures up for these because I am sure you probably already have pictures in your head of what they look like and I want you to think about them.

You have soccer moms, urban cosmopolitan types, hipsters, hunters, neo-hippies, teenagers, Christians, charismatic evangelicals, Reformed Episcopalism…the list goes on…

We group them into positive and negative affiliations and even today, tax collectors are viewed in a very negative light [slide].

In this case, the negative connotations are warranted.  

Tax collectors worked on a contract where they were required to collect a certain amount from the Jewish people for the Roman government.  Anything else they collected they were allowed to keep for themselves, and they collected and kept a lot; they exploited people.  Not only did they get rich by making others poor, they were known to send Roman troops to invade the homes of those who were allegedly withholding taxes.

We are told that Zacchaeus is the chief of all tax collectors in the area of Jericho and as a Jewish man is basically seen by his society as a traitor.

As we just saw, even Jesus has just recently preached against people like Zacchaeus, pronouncing woes upon the rich who have already received their reward.  Jesus curses the wealthy because they seek fulfillment now through their own means, and demand respect.  

Verse 3:

We then find out more about Zacchaeus’ character in verse 3.  He was “small of stature.”  

The word stature here comes from the word hekikta, which can mean physical height, but can also be translated as “maturity” or as a metaphor for “character.”  Whether he was small on the outside or inside, Zacchaeus was a small man.  

Like many people of low character, Zacchaeus has done whatever it takes to climb above others in his society.  He has betrayed his country to serve the Roman occupation to exploit his Jewish brothers in order to gain wealth.

He is the “ultimate sinner!” [slide].

Just when all seems lost for poor Zacchaeus, along comes our hero, Jesus.

This is near the end of His ministry; in fact he is on His way to His ultimate goal in Jerusalem where He will make His triumphant entry. 

So at this point He is pretty popular, almost of rock star status, 

A large crowd of people who want to meet Him is following him.

I want to try something a little different here today; it is something we do at The Table quite often.  If you are super shy and/or this makes you really uncomfortable, now might be a good time for a “bathroom break.” Could you take a few minutes, turn to the person/people sitting next to you and think about and discuss a time you met/really wanted to meet someone famous.  Could have been a rock star, political figure, sport’s personality, or even a preacher or worship leader.  What was your motivation for wanting to meet them and what was it like when you did?

I was at a concert in Vancouver with Becky and some friends a few years ago before we were married.  We were watching my favorite band, called “Muse.”  [slide] Believe it or not, they are actually one of the biggest bands in the world right now.  Here is a picture of one of their shows at Wembley Stadium in the U.K. [slide], the same stage played on by the Beatles, U2, etc.  There was a large group of us, so my friend Aaron and I stepped away from our respective girlfriends for a moment for whatever reason, and when we returned, we discovered that the band’s manager had come along and awarded both of them backstage passes and they had had the presence of mind to ask for a couple more for their “friends.” (Why these passes were given to the pretty girls and not to us, I just don’t know, but anyway…).  After the show we got backstage (albeit to the confusion of the bouncer) and then there they were…my favorite rock band of all time, and I must say, as soon as I saw them I was totally…unimpressed!

They were just three regular dudes from England.  They were not larger than life, in fact, they were actually quite small in stature to the point that I towered above them.  I felt no shyness in approaching them and introducing myself.  I made a point of avoiding any notion of flattery and instead interviewed them on how they got to where they were and what it would take for me to do the same.  I even went to so far to as to ask the drummer if he wanted to come and drum for my band as we were looking for one – he answered that he was kind of busy with some radio gig in Seattle (which I was aware was Endfest, one of the biggest shows of the year).  You see as soon as I saw these regular folk, I realized I couldn’t care less about getting their autograph, I just wanted to do what they were doing, [slide] and if they were doing it, why couldn’t I?! I’m not going to lie, I do tell this story sometimes to those I think it might impress, we even took a picture to make it believable [slide].  The point is when you seek regular people for the sake of spectacle you will usually end up unimpressed.  So what about Zacchaeus?

Verse 3 says that he was “seeking to see” Jesus.

We have heard earlier in Luke this same phrase used when somebody else has “sought to see” Jesus…[slide]

For a while, before he decided he wanted to kill Jesus, Herod was curious about the things he was hearing about Jesus and wanted to see the spectacle for himself (perhaps have the rock star over for dinner as political leaders often do – Bono from U2 seems to have had dinner with just about every president), maybe he wanted to see a miracle performed, or a magic trick.

Throughout the preceding chapters, the “Gospel of the Outcasts” Luke has shown Jesus teach that there are proper and improper types and objects of seeking.  Whoever seeks the kingdom of God is promised success, however, we should not seek self-preservation and material goods, or a heavenly sign (as is often what is asked for from Jesus by His enemies be they kings, Pharisees, or Satan himself)

What is not clear in our English translations is that the word “see” [slide] is different in Luke 9:9 than in Luke 19:3.

Here the word “see” comes from the word [slide] idein, which means, “to see” but in a different way.  Thanks to the work of scholars before us we are able to observe that this word “idein” shows up in other instances in Luke.

When the shepherds [slide] looking at an ordinary baby sleeping in a food trough in a stable, they idein/see the Savior the angel’s told them about 

When the old man Simeon [slide] gazes at a normal baby boy he can idein/see the Savior he has been waiting for.

The motivation that drives up the tree regardless of personal dignity is not curiosity but a desire to see a noteworthy figure/celebrity. The text shows that Zacchaeus was truly seeking to see and know the real Jesus.  Jesus’ response to that is that [slide] those who seek will find.

Are we truly seeking to know the real Jesus?  I bet if most of you honestly ask yourselves that question…the answer will be yes.

We live in a culture where there is so much stress on this seeking.  This is nothing new.  The notion of going to “find one’s self” was popular when my parents were kids, back when Pastor Rod was a wandering hippie hitch-hiking around Africa.  We have the Alpha course and more recently its updated counterpart the Reason for God studies.  I have a “Seeker’s Bible” which focuses on these searching issues.  

In an article I read by Walter J. Burghart, he explains that many of us exist in a state of seeking.  We are searching for God, community, and self.  He claims the problem is that our experience of God is usually an experience of God’s absence.  Our community is shallow with prophecy silenced or ridiculed, worship dull and love torn by hate over politics and other issues.  

We yearn for “revival” and plead with God through songs and prayer to send it…but it never seems to come.  We are left unsatisfied…unimpressed!

We are frustrated because we are stuck in this state of searching and unable to move on to the next step…discovery.

It’s frustrating because we want to, but perhaps, we don’t know how. So how do we?

We can start by looking again at Zacchaeus

[slide]

In order to see Jesus Zacchaeus foregoes any notions of social propriety and climbs a sycamore tree, regardless of what others may think.

Perhaps he is such a social outcast already that he has nothing left to lose in the eyes of his peers.

Verse 5: 

Jesus stops his journey and responds to Zacchaeus by ordering him to “hurry and come down” from the tree (I have read that the sharpness of Jesus’ demand are is lost I translation). 

Jesus says that he “must go and stay at [Zacchaeus’] house”

Zacchaeus does not have time to run home and do the dishes first.  Jesus is coming NOW.

He receives Jesus with no pretense, but in a state of whole-hearted exposure.

As I have mentioned earlier, the episode with Zacchaeus is the culmination of Jesus teachings.

His use of the words “hurry” and  “must” shows that it is urgent and imperative that this happens.  This is not an option, but the fulfillment of Jesus divine preordained mission.  It makes concrete that which Jesus has been illustrating in the events preceding it: The parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector, the little children, the rich man’s versus the disciples’ poverty, giving the blind man sight.

Zacchaeus is all these things rolled into one, he is a tax collector, small in stature, and as we will see, quick to give away his possessions.

Verse 7:

[slide]

Of course the self-righteous “grumble” as they always do.  

Jesus tells a story how Laborers in a Vineyard are rewarded equally for unequal labor, those that believe they deserve more grumble.  

When the people of Nineveh repent and are saved from judgment, Jonah grumbles because he went to all the trouble of going and condemning them for nothing (and he got swallowed by a whale too which I have to agree is kind of unpleasant).  

Why do they always grumble?  

Because they are self-righteous.  

They believe in their own ideas of what is right and wrong rather than seeing God’s.  Sometimes our own understanding isn’t the same as God’s if it was well we wouldn’t really need God would we?  A lot of self-righteous folks believe we don’t…

But how does the “ultimate sinner” Zacchaeus respond?

Verse 8:

With JOY!

Immediately followed by confession and repentance…concrete acts of repentance. [slide]

He gives back “fourfold” that which he has taken unjustly, exceeding the requirements stipulated in Jewish law as stipulated in Leviticus

This repentance reminds us that grace is free but not cheap.  Jesus acceptance of Zacchaeus is not conditional.  He does not offer it as long as Zacchaeus gives all the money back.

Rather, Jesus’ acceptance gives Zacchaeus a new sense of meaning, identity. A new understanding of what is important.

I have friends who have expressed reservation about Christianity because they are afraid that they will have to repent of behaviors they enjoy.  I have often tried to explain that repentance in its truest form is not something that we should feel forced into (for if this is the case we are simply obeying laws just as the Pharisees do).  Repentance is a desire that springs to corresponds with God’s will that stems from the joy we have from discovering and knowing Jesus.  

[slide]

Repentance ≠ Requirement FOR salvation
Repentance = Response TO salvation

Zacchaeus has discovered something that often seems evasive.

Walter Burghart stresses that the problem today’s culture and with people like myself who have been Christians for a while, is that sometimes we lose the ability to discover.  

We become increasingly bored, cynical, worldly-wise, sophisticated - All words that really mean we have lost the ability to wonder, to be surprised, delighted, and amazed.

The reason we are always searching is not because of the lack of info but the lack of appreciation! Not because of the lack of info but the lack of appreciation!

How can we discover Him?

There are many suggestions that are made such as seeing God’s glory in everyday life, attentive prayer and bible reading. Listening to and contemplating the words you sing in worship and say in liturgy.

But, the lesson we can learn from the story of Zacchaeus is that we can discover Jesus by giving up our own self-righteousness and joyfully repenting, not just during lent, not like the revival meetings that happen for a week and then are forgotten, but everyday.  Ceaseless repentance!  

Turning away from self-seeking behavior and turning to Jesus.  It sounds hard, but again, it is not supposed to be.  When we discover God, it becomes a response.  It is only when we turn our eyes away from God and to our own desires that we fall short.

In verse 9: 

Jesus says [slide] “Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham.”  

This statement is directed more to the crowd of grumbling observers than just Zacchaeus.  Jesus is stating to the crowd that he has the power to grant salvation, just as he has stated to crowded houses before that he has the power to forgive as in the episode in Matthew 9 and Mark 2 where He heals a paralytic man whose friends have to lower him through the roof just to get a chance to see Jesus through the crowd.  

Jesus granting salvation to Zacchaeus, this wealthy man, indicates that nothing impossible through Jesus.  

Jesus now demonstrates that through Him nothing is impossible, even a wealthy man entering the kingdom of heaven. 

As the slate is wiped clean Zacchaeus also becomes what he was promised to be [slide] ZaKaI, the “pure” and innocent.  

The traitor is restored to good standing as a son of Abraham.  William P. Loewe suggests, “The infancy narrative presents Jesus’ birth as fulfilling the promises made to Abraham and his line.  The conditions, however, which qualify one to receive the promises, are redefined.  Repentance replaces physical descent as the criterion.  

Jesus saves a lost son of Abraham and the episode concludes with a statement that concludes and summarizes Jesus’ entire mission on Earth.

Verse 10: 

Jesus explains, “The Son of Man came to seek and save the lost.”  

He does this by showing them mercy and forgiveness.

Jesus had illustrated what He means by these lost through the parables of the lost sheep and the lost coin, the lost prodigal son and the tax collector.

It is the message that was prophesied in Ezekiel 34 [slide]

The importance of this mission is demonstrated by the fact that Jesus actually takes steps away from his journey to His ultimate goal of Jerusalem and takes the time for this necessary encounter with Zacchaeus that “must” occur.

Conclusion:

To conclude,

When I first thought I would discuss the story of Zacchaeus with relation to “Revival” [slide] I thought we would follow the path of discussing who are the lost and what can we be doing to seek them.  

But as we read we can see that Zacchaeus is less of an example of someone we can serve and more of an example of someone we can follow

The avarice of the wealthy, exemplified physically by Zacchaeus, is epitomized by the Pharisees who believe themselves to be spiritually wealthy.  

We must be cautious not to follow in their footsteps as we seek to help those beneath us, and instead be aware of our need for ceaseless repentance.

As victims of our own day and age we find ourselves yearning, searching, waiting for “revival” but are we waiting for our own expectation of what that will look like.

We must be careful not to be like the Jews of Jesus day yearning, searching, waiting for the Messiah but unable to see Him right in front of them.

We keep asking for God to send “Revival” but it is often in a manner that is so passive.  

Today there is less repentance than self-satisfaction so that many in the church don’t recognize a need for personal reform and rather believe it is always, and only, the institutions that need fixing, the church or the government.  This of course leads to a lot more “grumbling” like the self-righteous crowd. 

Instead we should try to be and respond like Zacchaeus with the joyful ceaseless repentance of the ultimate sinner.

Zacchaeus was truly able to: 

[slide] Seek God – something we should do everyday, BUT we must remember not to stop there…

[slide] Discover –through attentiveness

[slide] Feel Joy –allow ourselves to feel joy

[slide] Repent –Not just for the next couple weeks of lent until Easter Sunday, ceaselessly

[slide] (As you can see I have come up with a clever acronym to help us remember this…SDJR…)

Through this we may better come to know and understand the joy of salvation and experience a revival that starts from inside ourselves before we can start to see it manifesting in our churches and community.

6

6

