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Yesterday was Maundy Thursday on the Church Calendar. The name is taken from the Latin :- "Mandatum novum do vobis ut diligatis invicem sicut dilexi vos" ("A new commandment I give unto you, That you love one another; as I have loved you") This is the basics of Jesus teaching.  Did His disciples get it? Do we get it? Let us find out. Today is Good Friday, originally known as Holy Friday.  It is a day of remembrance, it is a day of mourning, it is a day of acceptance, and it is a day of reconciliation in the life of Jesus, and in our lives also.
In Isaiah 58: 3-8 What exactly is Isaiah saying here:-
Fasting is a form of worship. The purpose of all worship is to change the worshiper in ways that have social and interpersonal impact. We worship not just to gratify ourselves, but also to become empowered to change the world! 

Lose the bands of wickedness - freeing ourselves and others from addictions to sin.

Undo the heavy burdens - to solve problems, inviting the Holy Spirit's aid in lifting loads and overcoming barriers that keep ourselves and our loved ones from walking joyfully with the Lord
To let the oppressed (physically and spiritually) go free - for revival and soul winning, to identify with people everywhere enslaved literally or by sin and to pray to be used of God to bring people out of the kingdom of darkness and into God's marvellous light.

To break every yoke - conquering the mental and emotional problems that would control our lives and returning control to the Lord.
To share our bread with the hungry and to care for the poor - to meet the humanitarian needs of others.

To allow God's light to break forth like the morning - bringing clearer perspective and insight as we make crucial decisions
So your health shall spring forth - to gain a healthier life or for healing

That your righteousness shall go before you – that the use of right will be ours -that our testimonies and influence for Jesus will be enhanced before others.
That the glory of the Lord will protect us from the evil one
Isaiah is here paving the way for the entry of Jesus into our world and into our lives. Isaiah is giving us the opportunity to live in unity with God, no matter what situation we find ourselves in.

Pause for prayer for all of us that we should in unity observe God’s laws and obey them.
2 Corinthians 1: 3-7 This is indeed a summary of Christian life.  Paul had his troubles, abundant troubles so he is writing from experience.  The word that Paul uses for troubles is the Greek word “thlipsis” which actually describes physical pressure on a man.  In the early days of Christianity the person who chose to become a Christian chose to face trouble.  He may have had to face hostility from his family, persecution form the authorities.  He may even have had to change his labour of work to fit in with Christian Values.  Jesus never promised us an easy road, but He did promise us Hope and the Grace of God to overcome all difficulties.  It is with endurance to the path we have chosen to become a Christian that gives us that hope of the future with Christ.  Endurance describes the spirit which can not only accept suffering but triumphs over it.  However we are not left to face these trials and sufferings alone, for there comes to us the comfort of God in his Mercy.
Jesus knew all of this and taught it boldly in the face of opposition from the recognized religious quarters.  This is why Jesus took the road He did to finally give up His life for all sinners everywhere, both past present and future.  That is why we focus on the cross because it is our Hope and Joy in the resurrection.
We are fortunate because we know what is going to happen as we celebrate the crucifixion and the Resurrection at Easter.  The disciples had no foreknowledge of what was going to happen, even though Jesus told them that exactly what He was going to do. When the terrible crucifixion took place, the disciples thought it was the end of their world.  They were downcast and disheartened, full of despair and doubt.  They were afraid and full of fear.  They had forgotten for the moment what Jesus had taught them.  All they could think about was how to get out of this situation of abandonment.  They felt that they had been betrayed by the one they thought was the Son of God.  They did not think ahead to what was to come, even though Jesus had told them expressly what He was going to do and that He was coming back to them again.
We have to focus our eyes upon Jesus, because we know that eventually He will triumph once again at Easter time, and when we look to Jesus He becomes our Hope in the future. 
Bambie’s solo:- When Jesus Wept.
Prayer and meditation for the sacrifice of Jesus

In Luke 9: 18-24, Jesus is asking a question here. It is a very important question because it reveals to Jesus if His disciples have as yet discerned who He really is. Jesus asked, “Who do people say that I am?”  His disciples answered, “Some say you are John the Baptist, others say that you are Elijah, and others that you are one of the ancient prophets.”  Then Jesus asked the question pointedly to His disciples, “But you, who do you say that I am?”  It was Peter who gave the answer for all of them and said, “You are the Christ of God.”  Jesus then warned them not to tell anyone this good news, for He was not ready to proclaim Himself to all, the time was not yet ripe for such an announcement. It is not enough to know what other people have said about Jesus. A person could pass an exam and write about Jesus on what has been said and done.  The person could read numerous books on Jesus and still not be a Christian. Each of us must answer the personal question that Jesus puts to us – “Who do you say that I am?”  Each one of us must acknowledge personally that Jesus is the Son of God, and we must follow Him wherever He leads.
Prayer to choose who you really belong to
John 10: 17-18 “Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again.  No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself.  I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again.  This commandment have I received from my Father.”
Here we see that Jesus saw His whole life as an act of obedience to God’s will.  God had given Him a task to do, and Jesus was prepared to carry it out to the end, even though it meant death on the cross.  Jesus had a unique relationship with God the Father, but that relationship did not give Him the right to do as He pleased.   Jesus was always obedient to God the Father.

Jesus always saw the cross and the glory of the resurrection together.  When I was a student of theology, my final paper was on the focus of the cross and the glory of the resurrection. I wrote that the Cross was the focal point of history.  That for century’s mankind had sought to have a personal relationship with God.  It was like a lens, and mankind was merging into that lens from untold centuries.  The cross was the focal point of the lens and all of mankind came to a focal point on this lens; and from the other side of this lens there emerged the resurrection which diverged into our world and opened up for us a true relationship with God the Father. Jesus was confident in God that he would rise again, but first He had to endure the Cross and the agony of death.  Jesus did this voluntarily.  Jesus chose to do this act of mercy for the sins of the whole world.    Jesus did not lose His life, He gave His life.  The Cross was not thrust upon Him; He willingly accepted it for us. Jesus laid down His life because He chose to do so, so that each and everyone of us can become participants in His glory of the resurrection and through that to Eternal Life. 
Read from Max Lucado
Prayer of Love for all people.

It is that wonderful Love of God that gives us the Joy and Hope for the future of our soul.  When God created mankind, He did so in an extraordinary manner.  It was extraordinary for us, but to God it was natural.  God created man from the dust of the earth and breathed life into him, but he also did something more, he placed within man a divine seed that gave mankind a choice to Love and be loved.  God knew that it would take generations for man to mature enough to recognize God’s supreme Wholeness.  Mankind was a babe in arms at first, but gradually through the centuries he grew to maturity through the process of mistakes and errors, and by learning from these errors and sins, he progressed in a process of God’s love to be able to return God’s love to Him.  God never wanted a race of robots, so he gave mankind a choice to live in God’s love or to try to live without it. Read what Max Lucado says about this.

Read Max Lucado page 243.

The choice then is mine.  The choice then is yours.  What will you choose at this moment of crucifixion?  Will you choose to follow Jesus? In the words of Joshua 24:15. He said, “As for me and my house we will serve the Lord.”
Who will you choose to follow? The choice is mine!!! The choice is yours!!!
Prayer:- As we come before you Heavenly Father in humbleness of spirit, in seeking redemption for our sins, let us make the right choice to follow Jesus wherever He will lead us, and open our hearts to your grace and love, and so prepare us to enter that life eternal that you have promised us in the sacrifice that Jesus made for each of us.  Let us prepare ourselves to allow the Resurrection of the risen Lord into our hearts and lives this coming Easter. Amen.
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