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1 Corinthians 15: 35-58, John 1:1-18
The older one gets, the more one sees death all around. At a certain age we lose our parents, then friends, lifelong partners - husbands and wives pass on. These are hard enough to bear, but for too many, life is cut short through illness or some tragedy. Children go missing, senseless violence, wars, natural disasters, all bring destruction and bereavement. Every year we see beloved members of this church family passing onto be with the Lord. Yesterday we gave thanks for the life of Jan Lee in a most memorable service. 

For the past few weeks we have been looking at revival and what it means. Today we celebrate resurrection. What is the difference? Revival implies there are still signs of life, but there is a need to re-ignite, resuscitate, revive what seems to be dying. Resurrection occurs when life signs no longer exist. To quote Monty Python, the parrot is no more, ceased to be, expired, gone to meet its maker, resting in peace, pushing up daisies. This is an ex-parrot. 

Jan had a lung condition called COPD - Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Condition. Last year she had a serious bout and Diane and I went into the hospital around 10 p.m. She looked like she wasn’t going to pull through. We prayed her back to life. Afterwards she questioned why and said she was ready to go. But she grew to appreciate the fact that she had been given some extra time. In a way, she was revived by prayer. Two weekends ago she was back in hospital and I went to see her on Friday afternoon. She seemed full of life but shared she was scared of death. We talked about the fact that it was OK to be afraid, death was a big deal. Then some of our congregation arrived. As I left she kidded me, shouting in a loud voice, “I love you,” twice. We heard that she had gone down over the weekend. Lynne and I went to see her on Sunday and we knew this was not good. She was struggling for breath and not conscious of our presence. We called the nurse, prayed for her, and left her sleeping peacefully. We heard that she passed away that night. This time there was no need for revival, for resuscitation, now it was all about resurrection.

We have just come through Easter Holy week. On Good Friday we remembered the events that led to Jesus death. In John 19, we see the signs that indicate death.

30 ...he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. Luke says, he breathed his last.
what is one of the signs of death? Cessation of breathing. Jesus gave his last breath.

33...when they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. What is the most resilient part of the body, bones? One of the ways that death was ensured was to break the legs, the bones.  

34...pierced Jesus side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water
A major life sign is of course the pulse which indicates the blood flow from the heart. Piercing the side, or even the heart, ensures death. 

To revive someone who is dying, we apply CPR - cardiopulmonary resuscitation. This is pumping the heart to get the blood flow going. Sometimes that includes defibrilation, which is giving a shock with electrical paddles. Artificial respiration, breathing into the mouth to get air in the lungs and working again. But once all life signs have ceased, generally revival is almost impossible. Jesus did raise a few people from the dead, but the main resurrection is post death.

 
When the body dies we are resurrected to eternal life. But the reality is that we are much more than flesh and blood, just physical bodies. The principle of death and life is the same whether in the physical or spiritual...what you sow does not come to life unless it dies (1 Corinthians 15:36). Our physical bodies are like a seed, which has to die, before they turn into what is their destiny. From the time we are borne, we are caught in the aging process of decay leading to death. This is the perishable. The earthly natural body is sown perishable, but the heavenly spiritual body is raised imperishable. It is sown in dishonour and weakness, and raised in glory and power. You can read about the various ways that Paul makes this point. Basically, these bodies are simply the seed, the first step, towards our eternal destiny.

If there is a natural body, there is a spiritual body. Mary finds the grave empty but does not recognise Jesus, because he was now in the process of being transformed into his resurrected state. Jesus is the key to this eternal life. The first man Adam became a living being, the last Adam, a life-giving spirit. Christ has been raised from the dead, the last Adam, the firstfruits, the one who has conquered sin and death. Death has been swallowed up in victory. "Where O death is your victory, where O death is your sting?" (1 Corinthians 15:55).  In turn he gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Just as we are born physically, we have to be born of the spirit to have a relationship with God, who is spirit. If you confess with your mouth, Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved (Romans 10:9). The thief on the cross simply said, Jesus remember me when you come into your kingdom. Jesus answered him, I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradiese. He offers us the gift of eternal life when we shall be changed, transformed into his likeness. And this is his purpose and promise given to each of us.                             
This eternal life begins here and now. We are prepared for resurrection by experiencing God’s revival here and now. We need CPR. And the critical areas are the same - heart and breath. Our heart has to be resuscitated and sometimes that needs a jolt, a shock. This can come through disappointments, difficulties, challenges and even tragedies. God takes a hold of our hearts. As we see the world spinning out of control, it can make the heart grow weary, faint, and we need a fresh touch. We often talk of Jesus coming into our heart, of loving God with all our heart, of worshiping wholeheartedly. Does God have your heart this morning? 

The other way we need resuscitation is by the breath of the Holy Spirit. This is real supernatural respiration. Jesus said, “peace be with you!...he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit” (John 20:21,22). Without the breath of the spirit we are dead. The Holy Spirit convicts us of sin, draws us to Jesus, teaches us the truth, reveals the Word, counsels and comforts, challenges and confronts, cleanses and refines, renews and revives.  

We started at the beginning of Lent looking at Ezekiel 37. Without the breath of the Spirit the bones were dead. This is true of our spirit, it is true of the church. In one of the readings this week, a pastor was speaking about churches having respiratory problems and choking on the dust. It can be in dead museum like churches as he mentioned, or the dust and cares of the world, the false religious spirits, the petty disagreements and disharmony. They will choke the life out of the church. The antidote is the baptism, the immersion in the Holy Spirit.  Are we choking on dust, or breathing in the breath of the Spirit? 

Testimony: Laine

This morning, does God have our whole heart?                                                                
Are we choking on dust, or breathing in the breath of the Spirit? 
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