Therefore ...Let Us                                                                         August 7, 2011

Hebrews 10:19 -25, John 16:5-15
We continue with our study on Hebrews, which is a letter to the Jewish people to show, that the old covenant promises are fulfilled in the new, and by the absolute supremacy of Jesus.

Therefore, means there...look at what has been said before, now...

Therefore... since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and since we have a great high priest over the house of God.
Therefore, since we have...Since we have...what?...confidence to enter right into the Most Holy Place, the very presence the Almighty, One True and Living God. This is something that would be unheard of under the Old covenant.  It was the Hight Priest who once a year could only enter into the Holy Place in order to offer a sacrifice for the sins of the people. Therefore is referring back to all that has been said before, but we’ll summarise this in the first part of Chapter 10.  

Therefore, the old covenant, the law, the priesthood are only a shadow of the good things that are coming - not the realities themselves (10:1, 8:5). Since we have...what do we have? This new covenant. Now we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all (10:10)...their sins and lawless acts I will remember no more (10:17). This is the (new) covenant I will make with them (10:16)...the covenant of which he is mediator is superior to the old one (8:6)...By calling the covenant new, he has made the old one obsolete (8:13). 

For those of you who have been interested in our journey over the past few months, we moved into our new place on Friday. We have always loved old character houses. We are also enjoying brand new. We have a brand shiny new covenant, and in God’s economy, it is still as new today as it was some 2,000 years ago. One of the major differences and benefits is that the law has now been internalised. I will put my laws in their hearts and will write them on their minds (10:16)...This is the covenant I will make...will put my laws in their minds and write them on their hearts (8:10). How? The Holy Spirit testifies to us...(10:15). As the Gospel of John tells us, the Holy Spirit convicts, reminds, teaches, and writes God’s laws in our hearts and minds. This is an internal directive so we know truth from untruth, good from evil, right from wrong. Our consciences, our God given moral barometer, is sharpened by the Holy Spirit. 

Therefore, God has done his part. He has paid the price, bought the ticket, offered the invitation. He has made it possible for us to enter, and we can have confidence to enter...into the presence of God Himself. Therefore, since we have this confidence, what should we do? What is our part?

Let me digress a moment on one of the life lessons which I have learned. One of the most healthy food sources is the green salad. And the basic salad is lettuce. From someone who was a confirmed high carb and sugar junkie, as I have shared before, I had to learn to change my eating tastes and habits. Hebrews is teaching us some good diet lessons. Chapter 10 passage spells out the consequences of the therefore, and that we need to eat our lettuce. Let us...
Let us draw near to God (v.22) The basis of drawing near to God has already been established. The starting point to a relationship with God is through the way that He made — the once-for-all sacrifice of his Son. It is the finished, completed work on the Cross that is available to anyone anywhere anytime. What else gets close to that? The Cross is God’s power point to accomplish His purpose to establish His control, His Lordship, His rule over people’s hearts and sinful human nature It is only by the shedding of blood that there can be forgiveness of sin. This was the "sacrifice." We can enter into the most holy presence of God by the blood of Jesus and draw near to Him in confidence. Our hearts are cleansed from guilty consciences and where we are washed clean. Our need for security, peace and strength will not come from world conditions, but from knowing the one who is our security, peace and strength as we draw near to Him. Come into the center, stop hanging around the outer edges. If we go to a concert or sport game, we usually are in the nose bleed section. When you are in the front row you see expressions and detail you would miss in the back row. Draw near so you catch everything the Lord wants to tell you.

Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess (v.23) 
What does unswervingly mean? If you are swerving all over the road, besides taking much longer to get to your destination, you could endanger others and swerve off the road and fall into a ditch. What is the basis for our hope? In the midst of a world where hope is in short supply, we need to hold fast to the hope that the Gospel offers. For He who is promised is faithful. God’s promises are true as God is true to his Word. These promises refer to his purpose for the world and his declared victory over evil. They refer to his promises in his word for his covenant people, the church. And they refer to specific promise which He gives to us personally as we draw close to Him. We are called to stand firm and profess that hope, recognising that God is faithful and will fulfill his promises according to his word. If life seems to give us less than we hoped for: our knight in shining armour turns out to have feet of clay; the delightful little bundle of joy turns out to be a noisy lazy layabout; or we are struggling to come to terms with the loss of a loved one, or illness, or a business that is more of a drain than the dream — then we can draw near to God and hold fast to the hope He has promised. e.g. when we were going through the delays of moving, we had to keep our eyes on the prize, the goal, the hope, and know we would get there. What are you waiting for? Keep your eyes fixed on Jesus., the author and perfecter of our faith. He is our hope! 
Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds (v.24) Let us not give up meeting together (v.25)
Let us encourage one another – and all the more as you see the Day approaching (v.25) These three we’ll look at together. They refer to our relationships with one another. Again the foundation of good relationship has been established on the Cross as our sinful human natures are reconfigured. However, as we all know, we still have lots of work to work out the details in practice.  We are urged to spur on and encourage one another. In any team event or sport, the whole team has to support each member and work as a team. So when one falls by the wayside, or looks as though they may be running out of gas, they have to help each other. It is the simple principle: the coal on its own dies, the coals together make fire. This is why to neglect meeting together, leads to death. This is why we have no choice but to be part of God’s church. He intended it and we need it. Over the summer when of often take a break to refuel, I am encouraged when I hear people say I can’t wait for Cridge Club, home group, Bible study to start again. I am looking forward to seeing everyone again. What are you looking forward to? Let us... consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deed...not give up meeting together...encourage one another.
This is especially true as the Day approaches. The Day is the coming judgment when Jesus returns. But the run up to that Day is going to include increasing lawlessness, wickedness, danger and persecution. Are we ready for whatever comes our way? We are going to need one another more than ever as that Day approaches.

Therefore...look at what has gone before.

Since we have...look at what you have

Let us...draw near to God in confidence, hold firm to our hope, and love and work together with one another.
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