Look He Comes                                                                  December 4, 2011

Revelations 1:12-20, Luke 21:25-33                                  Advent 2
Does anyone remember this nursery rhyme? Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall, humpty dumpty had a great fall, and all the kings horses and all the kings men, couldn’t put humpty together again. One theory is that this was about the siege of a city in England in the 17th century. As we look around the world, which we will call humpty dumpty, we know it is in a mess. And all the wise men and women fly around the world holding conferences and meetings to try and put humpty dumpty together again, without too much success. G8, G20, next week out PM & the President of USA meet. 

Advent is about the one who has come and is coming, the one we know as Jesus.  Today we light the candle of peace. With humpty dumpty falling apart, with the world in such a mess, of what relevance is Advent?...how can we talk of peace? 

Jesus says that these are conditions, the signs which prepare the world for his return. To mix our metaphors, they are like the beginning of birth pains. Those last weeks can seem like an eternity, especially when the baby decides to hang on awhile and come late, as poor Becky found. However, once the labour starts, the waters have broken, the contractions are getting closer, the cervix is dilated, birth is very close and unstoppable. What are the signs of Jesus coming...into the world...into your world?

How do we respond to humpty dumpty falling apart? As things intensify, we can look inward,worry, and fall apart ourselves. Here is how our reading describes this...anguish and perplexity, faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming,,,hearts weighed down...anxieties of life (v.26,34).  The message is this, God has given us this world to enjoy. But he also warns that because his purpose in long term and eternal, we should not turn this world into an idol as heaven and earth will fade away.  Instead of ignoring the signs or falling apart, we can open our eyes, stand and lift up our heads, look up in expectation, because our redemption is drawing near (v.28). Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye shall see him, even those who pierced him; and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him. So shall it be! Amen. He is coming. That is a fact of which we can be certain. We are told to look. What are the signs we should be looking for?

Look at Israel. ...look at the fig tree v.29 The budding of the fig tree speaks of Israel’s restoration as a physical nation. This happened in 1948, in our generation. When you see Jerusalem being surrounded by armies v.21 The surrounding of Jerusalem is a depiction of the forces of evil seeking its destruction. These will lead to the Jewish people’s eventual spiritual restoration and recognition of Jesus as their Messiah. Just about a year ago, Israel was in an almost impossible situation, constantly under threat and attack, and surrounded by an increasingly hostile enemy. Suddenly, a change took place that no one could forsee, the Arab Spring uprising. From Tunisia to Yemen to Libya to Syria, the Arab world is in turmoil taking the heat off Israel for the moment. However, we are told to keep watch when Jerusalem is surrounded by enemies. Watch the events surrounding Israel unfolding. Watch that someone even worse doesn’t replace the old govts. I pray that they will look on the one they pierced, their eyes would be opened, and see Jesus as their Messiah...Jew, Arab, Muslim, whoever.  Look up, Jesus’ return and your redemption is drawing near.

Look to the signs in the heavens and on earth There will be signs in the sun, moon, and stars. On the earth...v.25. Look around and see the news with spiritual eyes. Wars and rumours of wars, violence and death, famine, scarcity and economic uncertainty, earthquakes and natural disasters are all mentioned. The scale and frequency are intensifying. Increasing lawlessness is a characteristic of the anti-Christ spirit. He will exploit and take advantage of the turmoil, and seem to offer stability and peace. But instead he will be setting up himself apart from God’s order and authority, the inversion of values where evil is considered good, and wrong becomes right, and vice versa.

I want to focus on one of the signs, the economy. One of the seals in Revelation 6 is: The black horse of scarcity. Jobs, resources, fish, money, food are all in diminishing supply. In some countries, a day’s wages hardly buys a loaf of bread. Causes are varied: greed, exploitation, natural disasters, war, man-made stupidity. 

Who could have foreseen the strongest economies in the world being brought to their knees. The USA is now $14.6 trillion in debt. Interest alone this past year was $414 billion. China is owed $1.1 trillion. Canada’s debt is just over $500 billion. The European economy is on the verge of collapse. While it was Greece who triggered the crisis, Italy, Portugal, Spain are all following, and even the usually strong German economy is in trouble. While we may be a little better off here in Canada, we are still impacted by the global economy. In November 19,000 job losses following 54,000 October. Costs continue to increase - BC Hydro, ferries, ICBC all announcing increases in the last week or so.  For those on fixed or no income it makes it increasingly difficult to survive. Retirement was a dream for many, but freedom 55 is now looking more like freedom 95 or retirement when you die. The problem? 
1. The same for anyone in debt - companies, governments, corporations, individuals have been spending money they don’t have on credit. 
2. Selfishness & greed at every level - demanding more & more without taking into account where it comes from. That includes the unions who expect more even though it simply means that the costs are going to go up to pay for it. And the one which upsets everyone, the gold plated entitlements for executives who demand increases in costs or even borrowing, and then immediately reward themselves with bonuses and payments. The occupy movement drew attention to some of these excesses, but then lost its way by turning a means into an end. Endless protesting is not going to improve life for the so called 99%. Our economy is based on greed and it is being judged.

Finance impacts every one of our lives. As we look look at all this do we get upset, worried, afraid? It depends on where we put our trust. If our security lies in the stock market, RRSP’s, pensions, governments to take care, bail out, save us, we are in trouble. We should still do due diligence and tale responsibility for our own financial plan. Primarily, we are told to look to Jesus, the One who comes as the Sovereign Lord, Prince of Peace. As we look to him, we pray for the peace of God which passes all understanding to fill hearts and minds. We recognise his economy where He promises to never leave or forsake us. He tells us to look to nature, where the birds, the flowers, are clothed, fed and cared for by our heavenly father. We can rest in His peace.  Jesus is the Prince of Peace. How can we know his peace? After his resurrection, Jesus appears to his disciples and says, Peace be with you...Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you. And with that he breathed on them, and said, Receive the Holy Spirit...(John 20:20)

7 short points from Revelation 1, to match the 7 churches as represented by the 7 golden lampstands. 7 = the number of perfection. The complete and perfect Jesus in His Church.

The Eternal One The One who was and who is and who is to come, the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the Last, the great I am that I am.

The Living One  The first born from the dead, the Living One, I was dead and behold I am alive for ever and ever, and I hold the keys to death and hades. I am the resurrection and the life. Death is the barrier between us and eternal life, only one person has the key.

The King The ruler of the kings of the earth. Strange as doesn’t seem to have much power in the political world, and then again he said that his kingdom was not of this earth. But all power in heaven and earth is in his hands, and every ruler in heaven and earth will bow to, and confess Him as King.

The Son of Man Used 82x in NT and is the way Jesus described himself.  It refers to:                     His humanness. He was born of a woman and fully human. He was also fully God.  His Messianic Title cf. Daniel 7:13 to which verse 7 referring. Therefore it is a description which combines the human suffering Messiah, and the divine glorified Messiah. Jewish expectation was only for the latter, and so missed it. This is a lesson, that we can become so fixated on our expectation, our needs, that we miss Jesus when He does come.

The Saviour  He is the High Priest, dressed in the robe and golden sash, but at the same time the sacrificial lamb who offers himself up freely of his own will, so that we might receive the gift of salvation and life.

The Judge  Hair as white like wool, as white as snow. Again from Daniel, the ancient of days. He is the judge on the throne. White hair, a comfort for those who are already there or rapidly moving in that direction, stands for maturity and wisdom.  Eyes like blazing fire - see right through you, uncovering your innermost thoughts, nothing can be hidden. NB. Know Jesus as Saviour or face him as judge.

The Prophet v.15,16 Voice like the sound of rushing waters, and out of his mouth came a sharp double-edge sword. cf. Hebrews 4:13 - cuts and divides soul from spirit. Witness - testifies to the truth. Cuts through the deception, lies, hypocrisy, delusion, claptrap, double talk.

Feet of bronze offering integrity, constancy and security. Heaven & earth will pass away but my word will last forever.

The Light  His face was like the sun, shining in all its brilliance. The Holy one, the glorified one, the light of the world who reveals, directs, warms, refines. Jesus is so holy, one can’t even stand in his presence. No-one can look on God face to face and live. Moses needed a veil after being in his presence. Isaiah fell prostrate and confessed "I am a man of unclean lips." John falls as though dead. When stand before God face to face, unless covered by the righteousness of Jesus, you’ll be dead in your shoes, you will want to run to the outer darkness and hide, because everything will be there in full 3D technicolour.

Jesus is coming back to complete the salvation plan, and we are told to look for the signs and be prepared and ready. But he comes by our way in so many ways, and so as we conclude, I want us to consider our situation. It could be in any of those types of situations described earlier. Chaos, confusion and conflict, insecurity and instability, betrayal and persecution, injustice and irresponsibility, evil and wickedness. For some it is the birth of a new life, for others it is watching a loved one passing from this life to the next. Jesus stands at the door of our lives, of these situations waiting to come in, but we have to stand firm, we have to invite him in.

Let’s pray together, for Jesus:

To be the Prince of peace who breathes his Spirit of peace into our life situations.

To reign as King - beginning with our hearts, our relationships, our homes, our work, our cities, our nations.

3. To be the Saviour who redeems that which is lost and seemingly hopeless.

To be the Judge who refines & purifies, cleanses & corrects, and changes our lives.

To be the Light who reveals, directs, warms and opens up all the possibilities that God intends for our lives that we might experience life in all its fullness.

To be in the midst of His Church, bringing the fullness of all the 7 golden lampstands, and in particular into this Church of our Lord, that we can be part of the good news, the solution.

Let us depart in peace, In the name of the Lord.
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