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2 Samuel 7: 18-29, and Matthew 6: 1-15
Jesus doesn’t say if you pray, but when you pray. Communication - talking and listening is a natural part of having a relationship. But many of us find it hard to know how to pray.  Nicky Gumbell describes how some of us use prayer like a fire extinguisher ...we only use it in the case of an emergency. He describes a colleague who said he treated God like his bank manager: “I spoke to him politely, visited his premises intermittently, occasionally asked for a small favour or overdraft to get out of difficulty, addressed him condescendingly, kept up the appearance of one of his reasonably reliable customers, and retained superficial contact in case it may one day come in use.” Jesus offers instruction to us his disciples. Go to your room. He is primarily warning against using prayer to show off in a public setting, so our primary prayer time is in private. It is helpful to have a regular time and place where we do our devotions. Where and when do you regularly meet with God?  He goes on to show us how, in what we know as the Lord’s Prayer. Dietrich Boenhoeffer says this, The Lord’s Prayer is not merely the pattern prayer, it is the way we must pray.  It is a directive, but also offers a pattern. In fact it provides the summary of what he is teaching. The prayer is so concise and comprehensive we repeat it as part of our prayer liturgy. But it is more. It provides the framework, the agenda that we can we fill in with our own specific prayers. 

Our Father immediately establishes the relationship. God the Almighty Creator of the universe offers us the privilege through the Son, to call Him our Father. 

who is in heaven...We earthly transient creatures are connected to the transcendent heavenly God. But we learn his identity. This is not some abstract impersonal force. We enter a personal relationship with a personal God. The Merbecke setting of BCP has the word which in heaven. In today’s language, theologically and grammatically it is far better that we sing who to a personal God. We are also invited to pray corporately to “our” Father. When we pray, we pray as individuals, but we also pray together as the family, the children of our Father. 

Hallowed be your name
This continues to amplify God’s nature and identity. His holiness is inextricably linked with his name. Our response includes a prohibition where we are commanded not to take the name of the Lord our God in vain, and the command to hallow, honour, respect and praise His name. Our prayer life in also interconnected with our own identity, character and behaviour as we are called to protect God’s, and therefore our family name from false doctrine and unholy living. One of the ways is to focus on God through praise and thanksgiving to God as we pray. When we praise, it somehow invites God to inhabit, make his dwelling in our individual and corporate words, souls, spirits. God inhabits the praises of his people. This is why praise is such an important component of our worship and why we often begin there.

Praise and honour of his Sovereign Lord, flow from David’s innermost being...How great you are, O Sovereign Lord! There is no one like you, and there is no God like you... David’s future is uniquely connected to the sovereign purposes of God, but all of us can similarly pray in accordance with his promises to bless our households, Now be pleased to bless the house of your servant...for you O Sovereign Lord have spoken, and with your blessing the house of your servant will be blessed forever.
Your kingdom come
Jesus, the Christ became Emanuel, God with us, incarnate. In Him we witness the kingdom of heaven breaking into this earth. The power of the kingdom of darkness under the prince of this world, and the effects of sin and death are broken. We live in the already/ not yet stage where the kingdom has come but it still to be completed when Christ comes again. In the meanwhile we pray for the kingdom, the rule and reign of Christ, to come. Wherever we raise the name of Christ, through our worship and prayer, our giving and mission, our fellowship and service/ ministry, we are contributing to the coming of the King and his kingdom.

Your will be done
God reveals his will, through the old and new covenant or will. Jesus death inaugurates the will of God to be opened and revealed to his beneficiaries, we who are children of the heavenly Father. As we get to know His will through His word and spirit, we get to exercise our freedom of will and choose to surrender our wills to become realigned with his perfect will. The way we make decisions changes, as we seek His direction, guidance and will. This comes as we seek to apply revelation knowledge to discovered truth. And this involves circumstances, godly counsel and communication, spiritual sense, and confirmation of the word all coming together.

On earth as it is in heaven
We get a glimpse of God’s heaven which offers us the incentive to see that rule established in our earthly existence. As we pray into every earthly situation ...our families, churches, cities, nations, institutions, work...you name it, in faith we believe for the rule of Christ here on earth. As we turn our eyes upon the risen ascended Jesus Christ, we see more clearly the possibility of His reign here in our earthly circumstances.  

David prays God’s will as revealed through promises...as they apply to his people Israel, and to him personally. David understands the meaning of covenant relationship...you have established your people Israel as your very own forever, and you, O Lord, have become their God. His motives are right He starts with humility...Who am I, O Sovereign Lord, and what is my family, that you have brought me this far? His focus is on God’s honour...Do as you promised, so that your name will great forever.
Give us this day our daily bread
While we live here on earth we are physical creatures with physical needs. God provides for us from the fruit of the earth. We have to work to earn our daily bread. As a consequence of the fall, it is by the sweat of our brow. But at the same time, this is a gift from heaven. We always have to acknowledge that even our ability to earn is a gift from Him. In every need we learn to trust our heavenly Father, our Provider, to take care of us. And even though he knows our needs before we ask, we are still commanded to ask. Give us...And it is a daily requirement...this day. Jesus follows up by teaching, do not worry...today has enough troubles of its own. 
Forgive us our sins/trespasses/sins, as we forgive those who sin against us                   
We always get tongue tied on this one when we sing. The music is written for debtors while the PB says trespasses. Forgiveness is at the heart of the message and repeated for good measure. Just as we receive forgiveness we are expected to offer an give it. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil
(A little boy was overheard praying, Lord deliver us from e-mail)  The question is often asked, does God lead us into temptation? James gives the answer, no, God does not tempt anyone (1:13). Temptation has two interpretations. Satan comes to tempt us in order to trip us up and make us fail. God allows it in order to test (same root word for temptation) us to see of what we are made...each one is tempted...by his own evil desire...then after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin, and sin, when it is full grown, gives birth to death (v.14,15). Jesus was tempted in every way that we are. He was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested. We can pray for God to not let Satan be the leader, get the upper hand, and to protect us from falling into sin. However, all of us will face temptation and testing. God is our protector and deliverer and has provided with the resources we need to overcome. Jesus demonstrated the power of the Word in overcoming the temptations of the evil one...it is written!  
Let’s pray

Our Heavenly Father and Creator, dear Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, Holy Spirit, we worship you as our one true God. We hallow and glorify your holy name, Thank you for your call to follow, for your covenant promises. We invite you to come and make your dwelling within us - in our souls, in our households, in your church, this house of COOL.

Your kingdom come, your will be done, here on earth as in heaven. Our Lord, we thank you for this Church which bears your name. We give thanks for the ministries of the Community Ministry Centre, the missions both local and internationally. We pray that they may contribute to the coming of your kingdom. As we worship, meet to pray, fellowship in home groups, may your kingdom come O Lord. Now be pleased to bless the house of your servant...for you O Sovereign Lord have spoken, and with your blessing the house of your servant will be blessed forever. 
Lord give us this day our daily bread. We look to you as our provider, the bread of life who feeds and sustains your children. We confess and ask forgiveness for our sin, as we forgive those who sin against us. We surrender our stubborn wills to you as we pray that they be lined up in accordance with your perfect will. We pray for those who are struggling with illness, finances, employment, grief...Sovereign Lord and heavenly Father, we surrender to your care. Protect and deliver us from all evil.

We pray wherever there is trouble, suffering, unrest and persecution around the world. Especially we lift up the Middle East, the nation of Egypt, your people Israel. Lord may your kingdom come, your will be done, your deliverance from evil, here on earth as it is in heaven.

Maranatha, come Lord Jesus. For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever, Amen.

Questions
Where and when do you regularly meet with God? How would you describe your relationship with him as your Father?

Have you ever used the Lord’s Prayer as a pattern? Which part do you need to give more focus? e.g. praise, forgiveness etc.

How can we more effectively pray together to “our” Father?

Share what is on your heart to pray for God’s kingdom in heaven to come here on earth. Lead the group in praying this into reality.

Read 2 Samuel 7:18-29. What can we learn from David's prayer? What promises can you draw on to ask the Sovereign Lord to bless your household? Pray for one another’s households. Pray for the house of COOL.

Share with one another a particular need that you have for God to give you your daily bread. Pray for one another.

Read James 1: 1-13.  Discuss what it means for us to pray that God will not lead us into temptation. Does God lead us into temptation?
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