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2 Corinthians 3:7-18, Matthew 6:19-24
This will be my last preach on our Sermon on the Mount series, and the theme challenges us as to what we treasure...store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. It is interesting how much Jesus talks about money, but that will not be the primary focus today. Where is heaven? Where Jesus reigns - in heaven, and here on earth. That is why we pray for his kingdom to come here on earth as it is in heaven. 

This chapter from Dietrich Bonnhoeffer is brilliant. The life of discipleship can only be maintained so long as nothing is allowed to come between Christ and ourselves - neither the law, nor personal piety, or even the world. The disciple always looks only to his master, never to Christ and the law, Christ and religion, Christ and the world...Who are we really devoted to? Do we try to combine devotion to...and loyalty to Christ? 
So where is our treasure? Who and what rules our heart? Bonnhoeffer again: Jesus knows that the heart of man hankers after treasure, and so it is his will that he should have one. But the treasure is to be sought in heaven, not on earth...if our hearts are entirely given to God, it is clear that we cannot serve two masters; it is simply impossible...God and the world...are incompatible, because the the world and its goods make a bid for our hearts...
This is perhaps more obvious in relation to “mammon,” refers to the love of money, possessions, materialism, and consumerism. This earthly treasure competes for our affection, and once it gains our heart, it can become our master. But there are some more subtle idols and spirits which deceive us into serving a different spirit, another master. These have been mentioned already in the Sermon on the Mount. 

The first area is in the Beatitudes, or be attitudes. What do we treasure, how does Jesus rule in our heart when it comes to attitude? Do we have a heavenly or earthly attitude? One is heavenly treasure, the other is rusty and destructive.    
Blessed are the poor in spirit...the meek...those who mourn...hunger and thirst after righteousness...the pure in heart...the peacemakers...the persecuted. 
This is contrasted with the righteousness of the Pharisees (Matthew 5:20). Their righteousness is not centered in Christ, but in themselves. Instead of grace and mercy, they find fault, and complain. Instead of humility they are “know it all’s.” Instead of harmony and peace making, they bring division and disunity. The Pharisees and the teachers of the law were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so they watched him closely to see if he would heal on the Sabbath (Luke 6: 7). From their concern of doing things right, a righteousness centered in themselves, they become an accuser of the brethren (Revelation 12:10).

These upside down values have a purpose. Those painful experiences, from disappointments and failures, the mourning and grieving, to suffering and persecution, all free us from earthly attachments and open us to heavenly treasures. This is part of the blessing in these very natural human emotions and experiences. Blessed are you when you hunger, mourn...for yours is the kingdom of heaven. cf. Lynne’s - brawn.

Second, a closely related area is in religion and the law. The contrast is heavenly freedom in worship, or earthly bondage in idolatry. For Israel, it was in their religious practice that the allure of idolatry was most pervasive. Of course we are too sophisticated to make idols out of wood, stone and precious metals. Jesus said he came to fulfill the law and the prophets (5:17). A ‘pharisaic spirit” tries to add laws to following Christ. But in so doing, Christ is lost. Pharisaism is more concerned for the outward ritual than the inward reality. The less the Holy Spirit is known, the more outward formalism becomes His replacement. They nitpick on detail and miss the big picture. Woe to you...Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices - mint, dill and cummin. but you have neglected the more important matters of the law - justice, mercy, and faithfulness...you strain out a gnat but swallow a camel (Matthew 23: 23,24). They follow the letter of the law but kill the spirit. They become bound in dogmatic legalism and lose the joy and freedom of the spirit. He has made us competent as ministers of a new covenant - not of the letter but of the Spirit, for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life...Now the Lord is Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom (2 Corinthians 3: 6,17). As we are filled with the Holy Spirit, there is a freedom to worship without restriction or inhibition, and God’s word, his law changes our heart. Oh how I love your law. I meditate on it all day long. 
 
Many years ago when I was new in ministry, I remember raging debates about what constituted a valid Communion. For some it depended on having candles or not having candles on the “alter/ communion table”, for others it was about which kind of liturgy. In other circles, unless there was a prophecy or tongues and interpretation, or some kind of outward manifestation of the Spirit, it was not a spiritual service. My own view is that these are all secondary issues, and a new covenant spirituality frees us to worship the Lord in spirit and truth, not bound by place - whether on this mountain or in Jerusalem, or forms, or rituals. When we nitpick over the inessentials, we lose the essential and primary purpose, to know Jesus. There is another danger of such religiosity. An outward ritual begins to take hold so that it becomes an idol, giving a form of religion but lacking God’s power and spirit. It then starts to take on a life of its own and becomes a “religious spirit,” distinct from the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit leaves and it leads to spiritual death. What do we treasure? We can only have one master. Do we meet with our religious habit, our custom, or do we meet with Christ? 

And the third area Jesus addresses is relationships. We can enjoy the heavenly treasure and bliss, or hell on earth. He instructs on our immediate family relationships - marriage, adultery and divorce. He talks about conflictual relationships and turning the other cheek, loving enemies and going the extra mile. He speaks of compassion in generous giving to the poor and needy. These truly test our treasure and what is in our heart. It is this area of relationships that our faith is often tested most. We have seen churches torn in two over personality and doctrinal issues. John Wesley was dragged around by his hair by his wife. John Chrisostom was like the Apostles John, exiled for his faith. You can revisit these themes in some of the sermon on the mount series. 

We can make idols out of the good gifts of God’s creation, and that includes special relationships, even family. There can be a fine line between encouraging children to develop and excel in their talents, and parading and exploiting them. The celebrity worship today turns ordinary people into “idols,” and we even have talent shows called Canadian/ American idol.

How can we store up treasures in heaven?

What is in our storehouse? Where is our investment? In financial investments, we receive a return, or loss depending on the markets. The same is true in spiritual investment.  What we put into God’s storehouse elicits a return or loss. God promises to give to us by the standard we use - whether that is forgiveness, finance, prayer, service, attitude or whatever. If we sow generously we reap generously, of we don’t forgive we won’t be forgiven. So this is our challenge. What are we investing in God’s heavenly storehouse. Is it earthly treasures which fade and decay, or heavenly treasure which lasts forever? The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For out of the overflow of is heart his mouth speaks. I have often said that aging reveals what kind of investment a person has made into their life. Some grow more sweet, kind and joyful as the defences disappear, while others go in the opposite direction.

Where is our vision? Where is our focus? What fills our eyes? Our eyes are a reflection of our heart, soul, spirit. If our eyes are full of envy, lust, jealousy and such earthly and fleshly desires, this is what will grow and eventually consume us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith. The author is the one who writes the script. As we fix our eyes on Jesus, he directs our thoughts, our desires, our ways, our plans. Jesus tells us to be perfect. If we are to be perfect we have to fix our eyes, our attention, our focus on the only one who is perfect. Sing as a lead into prayer: Turn your eyes upon Jesus...

Questions
Read Matthew 6:19-24. We cannot serve two masters. Share on the difference between earthly and heavenly treasures. What competes for your heart? 

How are you storing up treasures in heaven?

Read the quotes from Bonhoeffer.  What do you think of his contention that adding something to Christ creates a divided heart and undermines our loyalty to Christ? 

Are there areas of religious practice that can come between us and Christ?

Read Matthew 23:23, 24. Share ways we might have strained a gnat and ended up swallowing a camel.

Read 2 Corinthians 3: 6, 17. Can you see how Christians can follow the letter of the law but kill the spirit?    

What are characteristics of a religious spirit?  

How can we make idols out of something created by God intended for our good?

Share how you are investing treasure in heaven? 

Discuss how can we fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith?
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