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Hebrews 6:19 - 7:10, John 18:28-38
Do you sometimes wonder if God is listening to your prayer? Does He know or care about your struggles? As you see the disorder in your own or other’s lives, do you question how this connects to the Lordship of Christ? Do you look around the world and wonder who is in charge? Would you like to see a little more of heaven on earth?

As Peter preached last week, he mentioned that the first six chapters of Hebrews set a foundation of understanding this important book, and in fact our faith. Chapter 7 reintroduces our old friend Melchizedek, Mel to his friends. I hope this chapter may answer some of our questions.

The key verse for today starts at the end of chapter 6. 

Jesus, who went before us, has entered.(the inner sanctuary behind the curtain) on our behalf. He has become a high priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek. This Melchizedek was king of Salem and priest of God Most High...his name means “king of righteousness, then also King of Salem means ‘king of peace.”
Under the Old Covenant, the roles of king and priest were separate. King Saul got himself into trouble with the Lord for offering sacrifices while impatiently waiting for Samuel to show up (1 Samuel 13). Priests were only taken from the tribe of Levi and family of Aaron. Kings had to be descended from David, who was of the tribe of Judah. Jesus fulfilled both these roles. The order of Melchizedek gives Biblical basis to the new covenant understanding of priesthood as well as demonstrating its superiority to the old.

Melchizedek’s name literally means king of righteousness, and he ruled Salem/ shalom which means peace. These are qualities which are associated with Jesus Messiah’s rule. Many passages make this connection e.g.

“Behold the days are coming,” declares the Lord. “when I will raise up to David a righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely, and do what is just and right in the land...This is the name by which he will be called, The Lord Our righteousness...”
(Jeremiah 23:5-6).

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders, And He will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6-7).

 
Let me summarise: Jesus is the King, which means he rules over a kingdom. He says, My kingdom is not of this world...my kingdom is from another place...I am a king...for this reason I was born (John 18:36). His work on earth was to re-establish his rule and defeat the usurper, Satan. We pray for his kingdom to come here on earth as it is in heaven. But this won’t be completed until he returns at the end of the age to establish a new heaven and new earth. 

Jesus is also Priest. The role of the priest is to be an intermediary between sinful man and a holy God. The High Priest offered sacrifices as atonement for the people. Jesus was both High Priest making the offering, and the sacrificial lamb as well. His work on earth was completed on the cross where his once for all sacrifice paid the price for our sin so that we might receive all the benefits of God’s salvation. Two of those benefits are righteousness and peace. We who were enemies of God in our sin, are now at peace with him. We who were dead in our sin, are now made righteous. We are justified - just as if we had never sinned. This enables us to be resurrected and to enter his eternal kingdom when we die. And while we live in this world, we have been transferred into his kingdom where He is King. All this is part of the elementary teaching which we should have grasped by now, as stated in Chapter 6. 

My challenge to us today is this, how does this teaching impact our daily living? 

We can say Jesus is King, but who or what is ruling our hearts and lives? Is it fear, greed, anger, resentment, guilt, ambition, disorder? I listen to some Christians who have a lot to say about lots of things, yet their personal lives are a mess. Is Jesus Lord, King, ruler of our heart, home, family, work? 

How is Jesus priesthood changing our lives? In some traditions, one goes to the priest for help, counsel, confession. Do we know how to come to Jesus as our priest who intercedes, intervenes, mediates on our behalf? Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them (Hebrews 7:25). Let’s just take the two qualities as introduced through Mel. Do we need peace? Have we been to ask Jesus the priest to mediate for us? It starts with being righteous, being in right relationship with God. This includes putting right those areas where we have gone off track, and making right choices in accordance with His will. Listen to these words which we know and recite regularly: 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness...My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense - Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also the sins of the whole world. 
So this is what we are called to do today. What is your need? Call on the One who offers to be your mediator. Lord I am at unpeace because I am sick with worry over my finances, this illness, my child who is in trouble, my job situation, I can’t find work...you fill in the blank. Now draw on the ministry of Jesus as Priest and King. Lord go to work and affirm your covenant promises to be my provider, protector, healer, redeemer. I invite you to come and rule. bring order out of the chaos, establish your truth, your way, your life. Lord, may your kingdom come, your will be done, here on earth as it is in heaven. 

Hebrews introduces different themes in how this applies - to the law, priesthood, and covenant. I have covered the priesthood twice now, and in fact Richard and Rob will be looking at the Covenant in chapter 8 next week. I am going to touch on one topic raised here, one of the areas that causes most of us some distress at some point if not a lot of our lives...money. We are watching a world going through major turmoil in the financial markets. Europe and the USA are drowning in debt and hanging on by a thread. One word is at the root of the problem. Know what it is? Greed. From top executives and politicians to trade union and workers, everyone seems to think they are entitled to be paid whether the money is there and the books balance or not. And because credit has become a way of life, more often than not, it isn’t there. When we make unwise unsound decisions and spend money we don’t have, it comes back to bite us when we eventually have to pay up. Lord, we pray for people to be transferred from the kingdom of darkness into your kingdom. Lord Jesus reign in every area. May your kingdom come and your will be done, here on earth in all our financial dealings, as it is in heaven.  

The Bible teaches us one of the most profound and basic principles of finance, called the tithe. Hebrews 7:4-10 mentions tithing. These were paid to support the Levitical priesthood. Hebrews draws a connection from the tithes paid to the Levites through Abraham. The logic would have been more understandable to first century Jewish Christians, but basically he was making the point that because Abraham paid Melchizedek the tithe. his new covenant priesthood fulfilled in Christ was superior to the Levitical old covenant.  

The tithe is the offering of the firstfruits of our labour to God. It doesn’t make sense unless we know Him as Saviour, Priest, King. In this act of giving the first tenth of what we receive to Him, we are recognising that He is our Creator God, and everything belongs to Him. In this simple act, we are aligning ourselves with Him, in obedience making a right choice, and therefore acting in righteousness. This in turn opens the door to release his blessing. We are acknowledging His Kingship, Lordship and giving Him free reign to rule and distribute His wealth in His kingdom. So he intercedes as our priest when we have a need, and He rules as king over our financial wellbeing. This is an example of all the other areas of our life. Jesus our priest intercedes, intervenes and mediates as our advocate on our behalf. He comes to clean up and set up a new order where he rules and takes charge. I listen to Dave Ramsay on the radio at times where people phone in with their money problem. He tells them when they being stupid, how to get a process to bring their spending in line with their income, and get out of debt and into blessing. Jesus offers us His financial counseling services if we’ll listen.

So what is our need today? Pray with me. Lord Jesus, we Invite you to be our mediator and Priest. We invite you to take charge and bring every area of our life into order under your authority. Come and exercise your rule, raise us up to reign with you. Lord, we don’t want to be the tail, whipped around from pillar to post, constantly have to react to circumstances. Lord give us your discernment, your guidance, your authority to rule. In our weakness make us strong. Lord, help us to overcome every obstacle, challenge, trial and circumstance we face. Lord we invite you to be our priest and intercede on our behalf. You are our King and we are your subjects, your children, come reign in and through us. Thank you that you are on our side, at our side. Lord Jesus, may your kingdom come your will be done, here on earth, here at COOL, here in our household, here in our families, here  in ...., as it is in heaven.  
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