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Contract, Covenant, Commitment

This story was told to me by a Victoria man so it may very well be true.

A man is walking along Willows beach when he finds a lamp. He rubs it and out comes a genie. The genie says, 'For releasing me I will grant thee three wishes.' The man thinks and says, 'I wish for health and wealth for all myself and all the people I care about.’ The genie snaps his fingers and says 'done'. The man is amazed and impressed and decides to do something for mankind. He says, 'I wish for world peace!'. The genie squints at him a second then snaps his finger and says, 'it is so.’ For his third wish the man thinks for a while until he has a eureka moment and says, 'My entire life I've wanted to see Hawaii, but I have a terrible fear of flying. I wish there was a highway that I could just drive to Hawaii. A highway from Victoria to Hawaii'. The genie looks aghast and says, 'Hey, that’s too big. The other two were within my power but that one I can’t do.' The man is really disappointed, and says ' Oh man, ok ... let me think a moment about something else'. The man thinks for a while until he excitedly gets it and says, ' Oh, I know! My entire life I’ve never been able to understand women. Can you make it that I understand women?’ The genie looks at him and says, 'How many lanes would you like for the highway?'
Well I don’t know about you men but for me it’s very hard to understand the way a woman’s mind works.

June and I have been married for thirty years and we have had our ups and downs but we always gave our disagreements to God and survived in His Grace and Mercy. I was not always right, but also neither was June, but we managed to grow together in Christ’s Love and we are looking forward to another thirty years of happiness together. We are committed to each other in Jesus.
Now we come to our study for today
What then is the difference between a contract and a covenant? And what is meant by commitment?
Mt wife and I have a contract, a marriage contract in which we serve each other.  When I counsel people who want to join in holy matrimony I bring up the subject of servant hood.  I tell them that the best way to keep a marriage together is to look after each other’s need.  To anticipate what the other person needs and then to supply that need. Become a servant just like Jesus.  A contract then is an agreement between two parties on equal terms. A contract can be broken when one of the parties decides not to honour the contract.

A covenant on the other hand is a different type of agreement and arrangement.  We have such a covenant when a person dies and leaves a will behind designating terms of his estate to his remaining relatives.  The beneficiaries of the will cannot argue about the will.  They can only accept or refuse the inheritance offered.
When we come to God’s covenant we find it is offered us solely on the initiative and the Grace of God.   Man does not make a bargain with God on equal terms.  The whole initiative is with God, the terms are his and man cannot alter them in the slightest.  All man can do is accept or refuse the covenant.  Now God made a covenant with the people of Israel many times, for their benefit, for them to grow in God’s grace and mature into a chosen people.  They were still children and needed the guidance of God in their lives and that is why God gave them a covenant which if they obeyed it would enable them to become a holy people unto God.  That is the reason why God gave Moses the ten words or commandments and made a covenant with Israel in the wilderness that if they would strive to obey God’s law and commandments that God would bless them abundantly. That old covenant served its purpose while it was in operation, but finally there was a need for a new covenant.
Now Jesus came to give us a new covenant made in Love and paid for with the supreme sacrifice of His life’s blood upon the cross for our salvation.  That whoever believes in Jesus shall be saved. This covenant belongs to all people everywhere.
Jeremiah says it well when he speaks for God when he says that God will write a new covenant with all people.  Jeremiah 31; 31-34 says “The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with the people of Israel and with the people of Judah.  It will not be like the covenant I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they broke my covenant, though I was a husband to them,” declares the LORD. 
 “This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel after that time,” declares the LORD. “I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people.  No longer will they teach their neighbour,  or say to one another, ‘Know the LORD,’ because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest,” declares the LORD. “For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.”  And this is what Jesus came to teach us. For Israel and Judah read “All People” Now if this isn’t a covenant of Love I don’t know what is. If this isn’t a covenant of personal relationship I don’t know what is.
And now we come to the commitment.  We have heard the scriptures, we have seen that the old covenant was not perfect and was never designed to be perfect, but the new covenant is perfect in every concept of its being.  We then who have seen the old way pass away; now see the new way opened up to us.  Shall we not then commit ourselves to following and obeying the new covenant and reap the Glory that God has designed for us?
Let us discuss how love can change a person and inspire him to work for God to commit himself to serve God and inspire him in the Holy Spirit of Christ to do the work of God.

We have a remarkable person in William Booth the founder of the Salvation Army. William Booth, the son of a builder, was born in Nottingham in 1829. At the age of fifteen he was converted to Christianity and became a revivalist preacher. In 1849 he moved to London where he found work in a pawnbroker's shop at Walworth. Booth developed strong views on the role of church ministers believing they should be "loosing the chains of injustice, freeing the captive and oppressed, sharing food and home, clothing the naked, and carrying out family responsibilities."   This is quoted in Deuteronomy by God Himself. William knew what it was to be poor and destitute, and he also knew what it was to be a converted person in Jesus Christ.  It was his idea to bring hope and joy into the lives of the poor in London’s slum districts. He became committed to the covenant. It was not an easy road to follow.  He was abused physically and mentally, but he saw how Jesus could accomplish the task of bringing a new life to people without hope.  His opponents were the alcohol and wine distributor in the public houses, where the poor and despairing drowned their sorrows in drink, and so the retailers of wines and spirits became rich from the working class. These persons were so opposed to William Booth’s campaign that they did their worst to discourage the Salvation Army by physical means. But the spirit of Christ and the Love of God prevailed until the Salvation Army was recognized as a place where poor people could obtain a good meal and receive the knowledge that God loved them.  The plan was to sing and preach first and then feed them. Because if they were fed first they would wander away, so God inspired William Booth to preach and teach first and them feed them.  This is exactly the same method that Jesus used when he fed the five thousand.  He preached, taught and healed first, then fed them.  William Booth then took this example and used it successfully to bring new hope and eternal life to those who had never had the opportunity to hear the word of God.  General Booth was deeply influenced by his wife Catherine Booth, who believed that women were equal to men and it was only inadequate education and social custom that made them men's intellectual inferiors. She was an inspiring speaker and helped to promote the idea of women preachers. The Salvation Army gave women equal responsibility with men for preaching and welfare work and on one occasion William Booth remarked that: "My best men are women!" The Church of England were at first extremely hostile to Booth's activities. Lord Shaftesbury, a leading politician and evangelist, described William Booth as the "Anti-Christ". One of the main complaints against Booth was his "elevation of women to man's status". Members of the Salvation Army were imprisoned for open-air preaching and their support for the Temperance Society made them the target for gangs of men who became known as the Skeleton Army.

William and Catherine Booth were also active in the campaign to improving the working conditions of women working at the Bryant & May factory in the East End. Not only were these women only earning 1s. 4d. for a sixteen hour day, they were also risking their health when they dipped their match-heads in the yellow phosphorus supplied by manufacturers such as Bryant & May because this eventually caused their death. In 1891 the Salvation Army opened its own match-factory in Old Ford, East London. Only using harmless red phosphorus, the workers were soon producing six million boxes a year. Whereas Bryant & May paid their workers just over two pence a gross, the Salvation Army paid their employees twice this amount.

Gradually opinion on William Booth's activities changed. He was made a freeman of London, granted a honorary degree from Oxford University and in 1902 was invited to attend the coronation of Edward VII.

The Anglican, the Methodists, the Baptists and all other denominations at first violently opposed Booth’s Salvation Army, but gradually they began to see that it was proving to be a successful campaign for God, and they finally acknowledged the Army and Booth and recognized in this man the new beginning of Christ’s mission here on earth. It only takes one person to begin a new venture for Jesus, and others will follow, but it has to done in love and be committed to the covenant. Now we can’t all be William and Catherine Booths, we can’t all begin movements so great.  But there are countless men and women who are unsung heroes and who devote each day to serving Christ in love, committing their lives to Jesus and imitating Him to the best of their ability. They may not start large new movements but they dedicate their lives to the service of others in God’s love.  They are committed to doing God’s work in proclaiming Jesus Christ as Saviour of Mankind. When we stand before the great judgment seat, the question we will be asked is not what denomination were you, but “what have you done in the name of Jesus Christ. What have you committed yourself to do in Jesus name? ”

And so as Paul so aptly puts it, “And now abideth faith, hope and love, these three; but the greatest of these is Love.”  Then let us love as God loves us, and in so doing we shall become true children of God, committed to following in Jesus footsteps.
JOSH GROBAN "You Raise Me Up"

When I am down and, oh my soul, so weary;
When troubles come and my heart burdened be;
Then, I am still and wait here in the silence,
Until you come and sit awhile with me.

You raise me up, so I can stand on mountains;
You raise me up, to walk on stormy seas;
I am strong, when I am on your shoulders;
You raise me up... To more than I can be.

There is no life - no life without its hunger;
Each restless heart beats so imperfectly;
But when you come and I am filled with wonder,
Sometimes, I think I glimpse eternity.

You raise me up, so I can stand on mountains;
You raise me up, to walk on stormy seas;
I am strong, when I am on your shoulders;
You raise me up... To more than I can be.
Let us pray.  Heavenly Father, you who have so graciously given us a new covenant in Love, we thank You.  We pray now that we commit ourselves to doing your will as shown to us by Your Son Jesus Christ, and in so doing achieve what seems to us an impossibility, but with you all things are possible.  We then ask for your guidance to learn and to grow in your Holy Spirit that we may achieve the goal of righteousness in Love and Grace and help others to see your magnificent Love for all People.  This we ask in Jesus Name – Amen.
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