Did You Hear the One About the Riot, Priest, and Father?
June 19, 2011

Hebrews 5:1-10, John 10:22-33
One of the challenges today is holding together the Sunday theme of Trinity, with the next chapter in Hebrews, which is on Jesus’ priesthood, and at the same time honoring father’s, not to mention the events surrounding a hockey match in Vancouver. Most of us watched the Wednesday evening news with sadness. While the Canuck’s loss on ice was disappointing, it is just a hockey match. What if you were a parent watching the events unfolding and you suddenly saw your son doing something stupid. There is the example of a star water polo player seen setting light to a police car. He has now been suspended and has apologised for getting caught up in the moment. Whatever the cause - disappointment at the loss of a hockey game, a lethal combination of misguided macho testosterone and alcohol, mob hysteria or sheer stupidity, what should be the response? Most are justifiably horrified, angry and want some form of retribution, others wanted to make things right and came out to help with the clean-up. 

However, is this incident any different from life in general? 

This behavior simply demonstrates what the Bible teaches, all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. Everyone doesn’t go around rioting, but in relation to God’s expectations, we all break his commandments and leave a mess around. How does God the Father feel as he watches his children running around messing up his world? Ouch! It was wonderful to see people rallying to clean up their city. What has God done to clean up for us?

The Trinity is at the heart of God’s revelation of himself. He is one but in three forms, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Similarly, I am one person, but I come in multi forms, e.g. I am a husband, father and pastor. I am also a student, teacher and aging athlete. I am a dancer, baker and carpenter - well in my stories and dreams. God is one, God is Trinity. Jesus says: I and the Father are one...Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father...I am in the Father and the Father is in me. Richard did a great job preaching on the Holy Spirit last week, so I am focusing on the Father, and one aspect of the Son, His priesthood. How well do we know God as our priest and father?  

Most know that under the OC, the high priest was responsible for entering the holy of holies once a year to offer sacrifice for the sins of the nation. This was how he cleaned up when people messed up. In the new covenant, Jesus is that high priest...a priest forever in the order of Melchizedek. Melchizedek was a king. Jesus is our judge and king to whom we have to answer, our lawyer and advocate who argues on our behalf, and our high priest whose once and for all sacrifice atones for our sin. 

Most of the New Testament Church agree. Jesus is our High priest. But he has set up his people as priests to continue his ministry. How will you/we as priest/s minister to those who are hurting after such an event? How are we serving as priest in our family, work, life situations? How we interpret the priesthood, varies. I often state that theology - God’s word, determines practice. Forgive me if this sounds technical. What is our theology of priesthood? Under the OC, Aaron and the Levite tribe were set aside for priestly duties in the temple.  We have been following the book of Hebrews which is unapologetically stating that the new covenant is superior to the old. You are a priest forever in the order of Melchizedek. His priesthood was not on the basis  of a regulation as to his ancestry but on the basis of an indestructible life...Such a high priest meets our need - one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens...he does not need to offer sacrifices day after day...He sacrificed himself once for all when he offered himself. (7:16, 26-27).  This is making the case that under the new better covenant, Jesus’ priesthood is based on a different foundation. How that works out in relation to the “priesthood” in the church depends on an important “hermeneutical” or interpreting principle. It boils down to: what of the old covenant is fulfilled and therefore stops at the cross, and what continues through into the new covenant? I attempted to explain this difference in my sermon of November 7 2010 on the Covenant and the Cross and suggest you revisit it on the web. As Hebrews says, the Old Covenant was the shadow pointing to the reality of the New Covenant. The Cross is the filter, and we need to ensure that we are building on Christ and not the shadow. 

There are basically two views.  A Sacerdotal theology carries through the old covenant where there is more of an intermediary role for a distinctive priesthood. The term sacerdotalism comes from the Latin sacerdos, priest, literally one who presents sacred offerings. This is rooted in the Aaronic or Levitical model of priesthood. In my view, this syncretizes old with new covenant theology. I am not going to look at specifics today, but did cover some in that previous sermon. A question to consider: is our view of priesthood based on the OC shadow instead of the NC reality? Is our new covenant priesthood rooted in Aaron or Melchizedek? In my humble view, Hebrews seems to answer that question very definitively.  

I am going to call the second view on priesthood, Reformed theology, where one of the main tenets is the priesthood of all believers. Reformed theology is also varied, but in my view, in its truest form is rooted in these passages of the Melchizedek priesthood. Our High priest, Jesus, offered for all time one sacrifice for sins...because by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy (10:12,14). Now when we come to break bread in remembrance of him, we are already righteous, offering ourselves as a living sacrifice in worship, while being sanctified/ made holy. The old covenant Levitical priesthood is replaced by a new call where we are all priests offering ourselves as a living sacrifice in worship (Romans 12:1). But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God...(1 Peter 2:9). Our priesthood is based on the priesthood of Christ, a High Priest of the order of Melchizedek which comes directly from God. Within that there are different gifts and functions of leadership e.g. apostles, prophets, pastors, teachers, evangelists from Ephesians 4:11. Another model developed as the church grew and became more organised, see Titus 1:5-7, 1 Timothy 3, 1 Peter 5:1-2, Acts 20:28 e.g. diakonos - deacons or ministers, presbuteroi - presbyters or elders, episcopoi - bishops or overseers, and poimen - shepherds or pastors. 
How does this impact us now? (We are all called as priests to offer our prayers as a fragrant offering to the Lord. The veil of separation is torn, and in Christ we are reconciled to God. We don’t need a priestly mediator, we have direct access into God’s presence. Listen to Hebrews again: Therefore...since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is his body, and since we have a great high priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith...(10:19-22). We don’t have to beg or grovel. Jesus tells us, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name...ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete (John 16:23,24). We can come into God’s presence with boldness as his covenant children and ask. That alone can revolutionise our prayer life.)

We are all called to the royal priesthood, priests of the King. What are the qualifications for priesthood?

Every high-priest is selected...appointed...No-one takes this honor upon himself, he must be called by God (5:1,4). This is of course true of Jesus, our high priest. But it is also true of anyone involved in ministry. Without a call we won’t survive, anyone who seeks self appointment starts on the wrong foot. 

He is able to deal gently with those who are ignorant and are going astray...(5:2). That should be a relief to our young hooligans, and all of us. 

Jesus was sent v.5, tempted in every way that we are v.8, submissive and obedient to his Father v.7,8, perfect v.9, the savior and high priest v.9.

We are learning obedience, being made perfect through suffering, recipients of Jesus salvation.

Part of the priesthood is to be a spiritual father. Everyone needs a good father. Some have been blessed with good earthly fathers, others hurt by not good fathers. One of the tragedies of our modern culture are absentee fathers, leaving children who are growing up without father figures. God offers himself to all of us as “Our Father in heaven...”

Then in the church, we have spiritual fathers.  As you know in some traditions, father is the term used to address a priest. Paul talks of the church in Corinth as his dear children...I became your father through the gospel..I am sending to you, Timothy, my son (1 Corinthians 4:14,15). NB. This is a function not a title. What are some of the qualities of fatherhood?

The Father loves and knows his children

The father/pastor role is interchangeable. Our gospel reading follows Jesus description of the role of the good shepherd. Jesus says, I know my sheep and my sheep know me. Where are we in terms of our relationship with Jesus. Are we hanging back preoccupied with our own world...or are we actively seeking, waiting, asking, listening, submitting, obeying and getting to know him. While this refers to the special relationship Jesus has with his sheep, it is also true of his under-shepherds/pastors/fathers. I know most of you and keep in touch either personally or through others. I am also a realist and know we work with human limitations. While I am Rector that doesn’t necessarily mean I am everyone’s pastor or father. Some may choose to seek out their pastoring and fathering elsewhere. We are blessed with a great team of leaders here at COOL.

The Father disciplines his children

One of the most neglected and misunderstood aspects of fathering is discipline. God our father disciplines his children. My son do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, because the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son (12:5,6). Parents have lost control of their children because they have not taught/ discipled and disciplined them. The youth problems, here in this country but also around the world, are often a result of poor parenting and a weak justice system. Whenever bad behavior is ignored, excused,and there are no consequences, it is reinforced and legitimised. The same is true in a church context. I have had people rebel, or even leave here when we have sought to bring correction, because “who are we to speak into their lives?” Those who have taken it seriously are the ones who have grown. 

The Father trains and directs his children 

The Father is responsible for setting the direction, leading by example, providing guidance. One of the greatest disservices to children is this misguided notion that children should be left to make their own way, including their spiritual journey e.g. I won’t send my children to church I’ll let them make up their own mind. That is abdication and the consequence is that everyone else will be raising those children. Train up the child in the way he should go and when he is old he will not turn from it (Proverbs 22:6). One of the main roles of the elder, father, pastor in the church context, is to teach and train the people. He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it (Titus 1:9). What a great privilege and responsibility. No wonder James warns about not presuming to be a teacher.

Just as the Father, Son and Holy Spirit work in perfect harmony as the Trinity, God’s plan is for us to work his plan. We are called to exercise our gifts and roles as a royal priesthood offering fatherly pastoral care in the power and harmony of the Holy Spirit.  

What is your need today? Do you need a father who knows, loves, corrects and guides you? Or a high priest to intercede, cover and clean-up for you? God is available as Father, Son and Holy Spirit, get to know him and hear his voice. Pray for a world which is obliviously breaking every commandment of God, creating havoc, and desperately needing to know the only one who can help.  

6

2

