Revive Our Hearts, O God
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Psalm 119: 25-40, Ezekiel 37: 1-10, Luke 8: 4-15
What is revival? For some it is a scary word where people wail and flay about and seem to lose their sanity. For others it is the cry of their heart. What does is mean? In Psalm 119 the psalmist cries out to God, Revive me...nine times. Twice he says how he is revived. At the root level this word revive means ‘bring to life.’ From the Latin root, ‘re’ means again and ‘vivere’ means life.  cf. skin moisturiser. Revival is:
A sovereign move of God bringing people to life often through mass conviction, conversions. and community transformation.
The reviving, renewing, restoring work of the Holy Spirit, as God brings the Church back to its redemptive purpose after a period of decline and sliding off track. 
The NIV uses the word preserve, which is only part of the meaning. It does include preserving and conserving His way, truth and life through His Word.  

From Psalm 119: My soul cleaves to the dust; Revive me according to Thy word (v.25). Turn away my eyes from looking at vanity, And revive me in Thy ways (v.37). Behold, I long for Thy precepts; Revive me through Thy righteousness (v.40). And Psalm 19 The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul (v.7). 

Our readings provide two pictures of revival, and really mixes metaphors, but the messages are critical and apply to us personally, and corporately. 

The first picture is from Ezekiel 37. While it is referring to Israel, it has wider application. The hand of the Lord was upon me...I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry...He asked me...”can these bones live?”...Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, “dry bones, hear the word of the Lord.” This is what the Sovereign Lord says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life. I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin. I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. then you will know that I am the Lord.”...Then he said to me, “prophesy to the breath”...so I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them, they came to life and stood up to their feet - a vast army.
A valley of dry bones that need reviving. What is the process? The Word is key in both pictures. Sow/prophesy the Word!
Prophesy to the bones i.e. speak the word of God...to whom?...to the bones...to the breath! Many of the Scriptures on revival closely connect with the Word...revive me according to your word. It is the word that reflects the mind, heart and will of God. Everything flows from our theology. In the beginning God...In the beginning was the Word... Our part is to speak, then God activates his will. I will... It is the Word that has the power to convict - the sword that divides soul from spirit. It is the word that brings life and revives the soul. It is the word that joins and connects...bones come together, bone to bone. We have to find the bones, fellow believers with whom to connect. This is what provides structure. Theology i.e. God’s Word produces church doctrine and practice, not the other way round.

I will attach...Flesh Tendons and skin are attached to the bones. Bones form the skeletal structure that give form, but this still needs to be fleshed out. In a church body, the attachments are the ministries and missions, the programs and the people, who are connected to the bones, attached to the structures. Ecclesiology/church follows Theology/God. If our focus is primarily on church we become institutionalised and in danger of being fossilised i.e. a pile of dry bones. The form is good, but it is still lifeless.

Prophesy to the breath. What is the breath? The ruach or breath or spirit of God. We are called to speak to the Holy Spirit and invite him to come and give life to the form. Pneumatology brings life to our Ecclesiology and Theology. It is the Holy Spirit who brings us into relationship with the living God, and who relates us to one another as the Body under the headship of Christ. In any revival the Holy Spirit is the key. He is the one that revives our soul - renews and sharpens the mind, convicts and purifies the heart, and strengthens and firms the will. He does the same in the corporate soul of the church. Before revival, there will be a struggle for soul of the church. Throughout history, as the church wanders from God’s word, the Holy Spirit revives and restores the truth that has been lost. During the Reformation, truths such as the authority of the Word of God, the priesthood of all believers, salvation by grace were restored. During the Pentecost and charismatic revival and the Jesus movement of the last century, the freedom, power and grace of the Holy Spirit manifested in a fresh way. Did it come easy? Revival is often messy as it requires change. During the Reformation, putting opponents to the stake was a black eye for the church. Hard hearts have to soften, faint hearts need strengthening with whole hearted commitment and dedication. 

c.f. That None Shall Perish, Ed Silvoso. In Argentina as the Christian leaders met in prayer, fellowship and unity, the Holy Spirit brought transformation and new life. This is the story of Transformation that has been taking place in communities around the world. Revival has been prophesied as coming to VI and Victoria for many years. There is a sense that this is imminent. This little booklet is one of the indictors of church relationship, and the Good Friday service at Pearkes arena is another. Tonight there is a prelude at North Douglas Church. Cam Roxburgh, who pastors four congregations in Vancouver, spoke at our Pastors lunch this week and had lots of good things to say. e.g. He described a church who put aside their programs and focussed on hospitality and “friendship.” The definition of a friend was this. A friend is someone whom you invite into your home, then they invite you into theirs. But true friendship is when they invite you to meet their friends. Within our church, particularly in the home groups we are seeing the beginnings of this. i visited two groups in the last week or so, and saw people who may not normally get together sharing in the word, prayer and fellowship. However, this church took things to a different level. They gave the year to make “friends” with their neighbours outside the church. Imagine what this could look like in your apartment or street block?

The second picture from the Gospel describes two requirements: prepare soil and sow seeds.  There are three kinds of soil that are dry, unreceptive and unproductive - hard, shallow, thorny soil. These refer to different heart responses to the sowing of the seed of God’s word. Revival begins in our hearts.

hard ground = hard hearted (v.5)
We become hardened to God’s word and truth by going round in circles, from getting hurt and allowing this to turn into resentment and becoming a root of bitterness. Then we abdicate and retreat into hard hearted self-righteousness. Prophesy, speak to the Holy Spirit to come and water, soften our hard hearts.

shallow ground = faint hearted (v.5)
Some question “revivalism” because it starts with enthusiasm and then fades, perhaps showing shallow soil lacking substance. Whether during a reviving move of God or in our daily faith walk, we need to recognise is that we all have very different pressure thresholds. Some can cope with multi-tasks and a lot of pressure, for others, the slightest extra pressure will throw them into a spin. Whatever causes our spirits to flag, discouragement, disappointment, and even quitting, should be faced head on. All of us need to ask God to deepen our levels of commitment, maturity, perseverance, endurance, and ability to overcome challenges and complete what we start. Sow the seeds of God’s word to provide foundation, depth and substance and strengthen our faint hearts. Prophesy, be bold and courageous.

thorny ground = half hearted (v.7)
This is where we are so preoccupied with our own agenda. The cares of the world could be the pressures and stresses of life, conflict and discordance, or chasing after personal goals — the gold and the glory. The consequence is that God’s priorities become secondary to our personal agenda. We need to discern our priorities so that the cares don’t sidetrack us. Pressures, cares, demands and stresses of life are the thorns which will choke the life out of our relationship with the Lord and with one another. Repentance is critical to clear the thorns and prepare our hearts to be a clear channel for the Holy Spirit. Prophesy/speak God’s truth in love. Search me O God, and know my heart, test me and know my anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting (Psalm 139: 23,24).

good ground = whole or saint hearted (v.8)
Saints are God’s chosen people in whom the seed has taken root and born fruit. Those who have received Jesus Christ in our lives as Saviour, but also Lord. He is our priority and everything flows from Him. Wholehearted saints are not phased by problems or obstacles and are wholehearted in commitment, passion and involvement. Wholehearted saints keep their eyes on the vision and on the Lord Himself.

How can we prepare ourselves for God’s reviving spirit? We need to:

· prepare our soil/hearts, and plant the seed/word
· water, soften, turn, fertilise the soil, clear the thorns and stones
· sow and prophesy, appropriate (take possession) and apply God’s Word.

COOL: The bones are joining, the tendons are covering. We see the building restored, the people connecting, the ministries attached - to fulfill the vision to serve Victoria from the streets to Parliament, homes to businesses. We see the Holy Spirit at work. Now prophesy to the bones, prophesy to the Spirit, that we might stand as a mighty army. 

Questions
Read Psalm 119: 25,37,490 and 19:7. What does revival mean to you?

Read Genesis 1:1, John 1:1. Why should theology determine church practice?

Read Ezekiel 37: 1-10. What does “prophesy” mean? How does this enable us to participate with God in revival? How can one prophesy to bones?

At COOL, how has God attached tendons and flesh to the bones?

Share your experience of the Holy Spirit? How well do you know Him? How can we prophesy to the “breath”?

Why do you think that the primary supporters of a move of God often become the strongest opponents of the next move?

Which of the three tough soils describes you most - hard, shallow, thorny?

What is God doing at COOL/ in the Victoria church at the moment? How can we prepare and be ready for revival?

Do you have a copy of the devotional booklet yet?
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