Jesus, the Servant King 





May 8, 2011

Happy Mother’s Day!

We dedicate this service to our long-time friend Edna Boulby

Question:- How many of us have a mother? Hands up!!  I thought so everyone has a mother!!!  Well how many of us remember what our mother taught us?

Here are 12 teachings from our mothers.

1. My Mother taught me about ANTICIPATION...
"Just wait until your father gets home!"
2. My Mother taught me about RECEIVING....
"You are going to get it when we get home!"
3. My Mother taught me to MEET A CHALLENGE...
"What were you thinking? Answer me when I talk to you! Don't talk back to me!"
4. My Mother taught me LOGIC...
"If you fall out off that swing and break your neck, you're not going to the store with me."
5. My Mother taught me MEDICAL SCIENCE...
"If you don't stop crossing your eyes, they are going to freeze that way."
6. My Mother taught me to THINK AHEAD...
"If you don't pass your spelling test, you'll never get a good job."
7. My Mother taught me HUMOR...
"When that lawn mower cuts off your toes, don't come running to me."
8. My Mother taught me how to BECOME AN ADULT...
"If you don't eat your vegetables, you'll never grow up."
9. My Mother taught me about GENETICS...
"You're just like your father."
10. My Mother taught me about my ROOTS...
"Close the door - Do you think you were born in a barn?"
11. My Mother taught me about WISDOM OF AGE...
"When you get to be my age, you will understand."

And last but not least...
12. My Mother taught me about JUSTICE...
"One day you'll have kids, and I hope they turn out just like you....Then you'll see what it's like!"
Well how many of us remember what our mother did for us.  She clothed us. She fed us. She helped us with our homework. She went without some of the necessities of life, so that we could get ahead.  She became a servant for our needs.  And she was proud of all of our achievements. Such was Edna Boulby.  We have much to thank our mothers for, and as she says, “And don’t you forget it!”

So this brings us to our study for today.  Just as our mothers were servants for us, so Jesus became a servant for mankind. The book of Hebrews is a wonderful exposition of how a writer is bringing all things into focus in Jesus Christ. The canon to accept the books of the New Testament did not include the Book of Hebrews until after 170 AD and not until the 4th century was it accepted into the New Testament. We are not certain who wrote the book of Hebrews, some say Paul, others Peter and yet others Barnabus.  However it does not matter who the author is, but it does matter that this book was written, and written to the Jewish People, the Hebrews. It reminds them of their heritage and that they are a chosen people of God who through their daily living and obeying God’s Laws were to be a light unto the Gentiles and so bring the Gentiles into the sheepfold of Christ. It brings into focus for them and us the manifestation of Jesus and His work while here on earth, and the fulfilment of His promise of Eternal Life to those who believe in His name. It seems that the letter was written to a long established church who were probably on the verge of persecution
We have seen in the previous chapter that Jesus and God laid the foundations of the earth for us and gave us instructions to care for it, to look after it, to nourish it, so that it would grow to full maturity, and that we would be able to benefit from its cultivation and harvest it to its fullest.  But mankind being subject to wanting his own way thought he could do better than the creator, and so devastated the earth by not replenishing its quality of life giving substances, but by harvesting all things to depletion, and then crying foul, because of the lack of goodness. Because of our sinful nature we are ruining this wonderful paradise. It took Jesus to come into our world to straighten things out and lead us back to the state of abundant life in God.  

As chapter 2 of Hebrews says in the Greek translation, “On this account it behoves us to attend more earnestly to the things heard, lest we should ever let them glide away. How shall we escape having disregarded so great a salvation?”  The writer is concerned that the words of Jesus must be taken into account each day of our lives. In fact in our daily living. 
Then we come to the quotation in chapter 2 verses 5 to 9 where it says, “What is man that thou are mindful of him?”  This is quoted from Psalm 8 and there are two schools of thought on this quotation.  One school says that it refers to mankind alone and not to the Messiah.  It speaks once again of how God in His wisdom created the earth and placed mankind in charge of it, and completes it by saying, “O Lord how excellent is thy Name in all the earth.”  It considers how mankind was made a little lower than the angels, and given authority to make the earth fruitful, but in his sinful nature mankind failed to do this and so the need for a saving grace was necessary, and so Jesus came to save mankind from sin and lead him to the Father’s Heavenly mansion. 
The other school of thought takes into effect the ministry of Jesus and how He subjected himself as the lowest of the low, lower than the angels in fact, so that He could reach all people through His ministry and once again bring them into the sheepfold of God His Heavenly Father. 
But both of these schools of thought reach the same conclusion, that it was necessary for Jesus to come into our world to show us by His example how to live a life of goodness, beauty and truth.

Jesus became a servant so that He could serve us and by doing that he rose in Glory to the highest of the highest and is seated on the right hand of the Father.  He took upon Himself the nature of the seed of Abraham, not of the nature of Angels, although He was both man and God in His nature.  Jesus humbled himself to become a servant, to associate Himself with mankind on mankind’s level, and to raise mankind up to a new level in worship and praise and to open the gates of heaven so that all who believed in Him could enter.
Jesus died to rid mankind of his frustrations.  Man was designed to have dominion over all things. God created him a little lower than the angels and placed within his heart the creative spirit, so that man could receive the love of God and in so doing could reciprocate by loving God.  God also gave mankind a choice, so that there would not be a race of robots, God want man to choose wisely and carefully so that he could inherit the treasures that God had provided for him. But because of mankind sins he became a frustrated creature, mankind was born to be free, but became bound by earthly things, mankind was born to be a king but ended up a slave, mankind in not what he is meant to be, and that is why we need Jesus to enter into our lives and make the necessary changes so that we could be born again into the freedom of Christ.

Jesus always saw the cross and the glory of the resurrection together.  I’ve said this before and I will say it again because I believe it is an important concept to study. When I was a student of theology, my final paper was on the focus of the cross and the glory of the resurrection. I wrote that the Cross was the focal point of history.  That for century’s mankind had sought to have a personal relationship with God.  It was like a lens, and mankind was merging into that lens from untold centuries.  The cross was the focal point of the lens and all of mankind came to a focal point in this lens; and from the other side of this lens there emerged the resurrection which diverged into our world and opened up for us a true relationship with God the Father. Jesus was confident in God that he would rise again, but first He had to endure the Cross and the agony of death.  Jesus did this voluntarily.  Jesus chose to do this act of mercy for the sins of the whole world.    Jesus did not lose His life, He gave His life.  The Cross was not thrust upon Him; He willingly accepted it for us. Jesus laid down His life because He chose to do so, so that each and everyone of us can become participants in His glory of the resurrection and through that to Eternal Life. 

So Jesus became a Servant King to minister to us.  On this Mother’s Day as we remember our mothers and what she did for us in enabling us to be clothed and fed and instructed, then we also must remember that Jesus clothes us in righteousness, feeds us with the spiritual glory of His presence, and instructs us in the living word of God.

I am going to close with a prayer by William Barclay

O God Our Father in the life and death and resurrection of Jesus you have given us the remedy for sin.  In Jesus you have opened up the way for forgiveness for all our past sins, and you have given us the strength and power to live in purity and truth.

Help us to put away all evil things-Silence the evil word-Forbid the evil deed

Break the evil habit – Banish the evil thought- Take away the evil desire and the evil ambition, and make our lives to shine like lights in this dark world.

Help us to live in purity – Make all our words so pure that you may hear them – Make all our deed so pure that you may see them- Make all our thoughts and dreams so pure that they may bear your scrutiny – And we being so pure in heart may see you
Help us to live in truth – Grant that we may never speak or act a lie –That we may never be misled by false or mistaken beliefs – that we may never evade the truth, even when we do not want to see it.

Grant to us at all times to seek and to find-To know and to love – to obey and to live the truth.

This we ask for Him who is the Way, the Truth and the Life, even for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
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