 A DAY OF REMEMBRANCE
We who have lived through the crisis and horror of war can understand what it is to hate and be angry at an enemy that is trying to take away our liberty and freedom.  I was 11 years of when world War II began. I personally have lived through World War II, through daylight air raids and night time air raids.  I have seen the devastation that war creates in homes and in the minds of people, and it is not a pleasant thing to have happen to anyone.  I myself was doing essential war work in the electrical industry and so I was not at liberty to be called up into the armed forces.  But I suffered with all my friends who did serve in the armed forces and who gave their lives for a better world for those who survived.  Now I have matured, I hope, in the love of Jesus and can begin to forgive those who have attacked my homeland and my friends and family.

My wife and I were in flight to Miami when 911 struck the two towers in New York City.  We had no knowledge of what had happened.  Our pilot stated that we would be arriving at our destination ahead of time, and I thought that we had encountered a tail wind which would enable us to land earlier than expected.  It was not until we landed that we found we were not in Miami but in Tampa, north of Miami.  Then we told of the full extent of the tragedy.  We were put on a bus to take us to Miami and half way there we had a little break at a wayside café.  As we exited the bus the heavens opened up and the rain came down in torrents and we all got soaking wet.  After 15 mins we boarded the bus again and the rain stopped and we had brilliant sunshine.  Now don’t tell me that God does not have a sense of humour.  Was the purpose of the rain to wash away any hatred we had of the enemy?  I sincerely hope so.  

What World War II did for us was to keep us together in one mind and spirit.  All small differences were forgotten as we directed our energy against an enemy that was determined to overcome us.

When our British army was stranded at Dunkirk, King George VI asked the nation to pray that we could rescue those brave soldiers.  We prayed, everyone prayed, even those who did not go to church prayed, even atheists prayed. In answer to our prayers the choppy Straits of Dover became like a mill pond, calm and serene and we were able to send not only large boats but also small craft to rescue our brave soldiers. Don’t tell me that prayers are not answered.
Then came the Battle of Britain fought in the skies with brave airmen fighting against innumerable odds and beating the enemy.

Winston Churchill was the person who gave us hope and helped us to pull together.  There was no Conservative Party, no Liberal Party, no Labour Party, just a coalition of parliament members working together with Churchill at its head.  His speeches were magnificent prose with the ability to see ourselves as being victorious in the face of defeat.  His famous one in speaking of the Battle of Britain goes as follows;-

“The gratitude of every home in our island, in our Empire and indeed, throughout the world, except in the abodes of the guilty, goes out to the British airmen who, undaunted by the odds, unwearied in their constant challenge and mortal danger, turned the tide of the world war by their prowess and their devotion. Never in the field of human conflict was so much owed by so many to so few.”  

I remember the rationing and the shortages that were imposed upon us and how we gladly accepted those shortages knowing that eventually we would once more have abundance.  Most of us rode bicycles to get from one place to another.  Cars were restricted in their driving as gasoline was needed to fuel our aircraft. Most everyone gave gladly of their spare time to help the war effort.  When peace finally arrived what did we achieve?  

The enemy was beaten, had surrendered and certain restrictions were imposed upon those we were brought up to hate.  We gloried in the fact that we were victorious and the enemy was not. But is this the way to peace? 
The collect for Remembrance Day says ;_ O Eternal God, through whose mighty power our fathers won their liberties of old: Grant, we beseech thee, that we and all the people of this land may have grace to maintain these liberties in righteousness and peace: through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

We are here imploring Jesus to be on our side, but are we right in doing this?  What exactly did Jesus say about our enemies? 
When we come to the reading of Matthew 5: 43-48 and we find here that Jesus is saying something that is perhaps hard to understand.  Jesus says, “You have heard it said: You shall love your neighbour, and you shall hate your enemy; but I say to you: Love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may become the sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He makes the sun to rise on the evil and the good and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. If you love those who love you, what reward can you expect? Do not even the tax-gatherers do that?  If you greet only your brothers, where is there anything extra about that? Do not even the Gentiles do that? So, then, you must be perfect even as your heavenly Father is perfect.”  
This is considered to be the central theme of the Sermon on the Mount.

How can we begin to love those who hate us and are considered our enemy?   What is the procedure that we need to follow in order to accomplish this task of loving our enemies?  
We find that this passage describes Christianity in action and even those who do not attend any church know this saying of Jesus, and sometimes we Christians are condemned for falling far short of its demands.

What does Jesus mean by loving our enemies?  This is indeed a paradox, a conundrum. 

There are different words for love in the Greek language- there is storge which means the love of the family.  Then there is eros which describes the love of a man for his wife and the wife for her husband.  Again there is the word philia and this describes real love and affection for a person’s dearest and closets and truest friends.   Then we come to the word agape which indicates unconquerable benevolence with invincible goodwill. This means that no matter what that person does to us, not matter how he treats us, not matter how he insults us or injures us or grieves us, we will never allow any bitterness or anger or revenge to invade out hearts, but we will regard him with that unconquerable benevolence and goodwill which will seek only his highest good. We forgive the wrongs that are done to us, and embrace our fellow man in Love.
Now Jesus never asks us to love our enemies in the same way that we love our nearest and dearest.  When we study the Greek word for love agape we find that it does not mean a feeling of the heart, it means a determination of the mind whereby we achieve this unconquerable goodwill even to those who hurt us.  Someone has remarked that agape is the power to love those whom we do not like and who do not like us. However agape can only be accomplished in the presence of Jesus Christ.  When Jesus has entered our hearts then we can use the agape love to conquer our emotions and to put into place that undying love that Jesus so aptly demonstrated when he forgave those who crucified him. 

But in saying all of this we must consider that we cannot allow people to do absolutely what they like without being checked.  We must bring to light the wrongs that have been done and should invoke discipline to right the wrongs in the spirit of Jesus Christ.  But it will also mean that we do not punish a person to satisfy our desire for vengeance or revenge. But to make him a better person.  It also means that Christian discipline must be aimed not at vengeance, but at a cure. Discipline must never be retributive but always include a remedy for raising that person to higher levels of goodness in Jesus name.
Jesus laid down this law of love as a basis for personal relationship. 
In the book of James 1 it says: What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your desires that battle within you? 2 You desire but do not have, so you kill. You covet but you cannot get what you want, so you quarrel and fight. You do not have because you do not ask God. 3 When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures. Anyone who speaks against a brother or sister[d] or judges them speaks against the law and judges it. When you judge the law, you are not keeping it, but sitting in judgment on it. 12 There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able to save and destroy. But you—who are you to judge your neighbor?
The tenth commandment says: Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s house, thou shalt not covet they neighbour’s wife, nor his man servant, not his maid servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor anything that is thy neighbours.  When we apply this commandment to everything we see and do we find that we shall have the peace of God in our hearts.

Jesus says: Thou shalt love the lord thy God with all they heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.  This is the first and great commandment.  And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love they neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.
Romans 12:19-21 says
Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20 

Jesus Personal relationship is then something that applies to each one of us.
Now we must realize that what Jesus is saying is only possible for a Christian to obey because only through the Grace of God can a person have this unconquerable benevolence and this invincible good will in his personal relationship with other people.  We are aware that nations go to war against nations and we are aware that this is not the answer to our problems.  Only in Jesus Christ can we accomplish peace in our world.

Now we come to an amazing fact in this reading the commandment does not only involve people doing as they like to us, but is also involves doing something for them.  There is here a reciprocal ethic. No privilege is given without a corresponding responsibility. We are bidden to pray for them.  This remarkable fact shows us that when we pray for another we cannot hate them.  We cannot go on hating another person in the presence of God.  When we pray for that person all bitterness, envying, strife and revenge are transformed into love for that person, God’s love for that person.  Jesus never said that we should not defend our homes, but He did say never be the aggressor. 
Jesus is also saying that God bestows blessings on the righteous and the unrighteous. God causes His love to shine upon Israel and also on all other nations as well.  Psalm 145 has it: “The eyes of all look to thee; and thou givest then their food in due season.  Thou openest they hand, thou satisfies the desire of every living thing.”  We find then that in God there is universal benevolence toward all people, even those who have broken his heart by breaking His commandments.  Jesus said: “You therefore must be perfect, as your Heavenly Father is perfect.”
Perfection is a positive process of living.  When we reach perfection we are doing what God has designed us to do: so then a man will reach perfection if he fulfills his purpose for which he was created.  Genesis 1: 26 says: “Let us make man in our image after our likeness.”  It stands to reason then that man was created to be like God.  Upon investigation then we find that the characteristic of God is to love saint and sinner alike.  No matter what men do to Him, God seeks nothing but their highest good.  We realize our manhood when we enter upon Christian perfection, when we learn to forgive as God forgives and to love as God loves.

On this Day of Remembrance then let us look toward the future that we have inherited through the lives of our brothers and sisters divine sacrifice, and let us love each other as God loves us, and thus reach our destined goal of perfection in Jesus Christ.

We also remember the ultimate sacrifice that Jesus made for us in giving His life as an atonement for our sins.  When we come to Jesus then we remember what He gave up for us and what He would willingly do again.  His was the greatest sacrifice. There are many poems which tell us what the sacrifices of the many did for the few.
I am going to conclude with a poem written by Pilot Officer John Magee

High Flight" was composed by Pilot Officer John Gillespie Magee Jr., an American serving with the Royal Canadian Air Force. He was born in Shanghai, China, in 1922, the son of missionary parents, Rev. and Mrs. John Gillespie Magee; his father was an American and his mother was originally a British citizen. 

He came to the United States in 1939 and earned a scholarship to Yale, but in September 1940 he enlisted in the RCAF and graduated as a pilot. He was sent to England for combat duty in July 1941. 

In August or September 1941, Pilot Officer Magee composed "High Flight" and sent a copy to his parents. Several months later, on Dec. 11, 1941, his Spitfire collided with another plane over England, and Magee, only 19 years of age, crashed to his death.
The poem, High Flight, has over the years become a mantra to pilots.
It is reproduced here as a tribute to, and in memory of pilots of all generations. 
And we are all sky pilots in Jesus Name.
	High Flight
Oh! I have slipped the surly bonds of earth
And danced the skies on laughter-silvered wings;
Sunward I've climbed, and joined the tumbling mirth
Of sun-split clouds - and done a hundred things
You have not dreamed of - wheeled and soared and swung
High in the sunlit silence. Hov'ring there
I've chased the shouting wind along, and flung
My eager craft through footless halls of air.
Up, up the long delirious, burning blue,
I've topped the windswept heights with easy grace
Where never lark, or even eagle flew -
And, while with silent lifting mind I've trod
The high untresspassed sanctity of space,
Put out my hand and touched the face of God. 

	
	Pilot Officer Gillespie Magee
No 412 squadron, RCAF
Killed 11 December 1941 


It is my prayer for all of us to reach out and touch the face of God and by doing so to receive the peace that passes all understanding, and to receive the Grace and Love and fellowship of God in our heart through our Saviour Jesus Christ, so that we can forgive those who have hurt us, and grow into a future of happiness.

I pray that we all will touch the face of God and be changed into what He wants us to be in His Love.

Song To God Be The glory

To God be the glory, great things He hath done;
So loved He the world that He gave us His Son,
Who yielded His life, an atonement for sin,
And opened the lifegate, that all may go in.

Refrain:
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,
Let the earth hear His voice!
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
Let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son,
And give Him the glory, great things He hath done!

O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood,
To every believer, the promise of God;
The vilest offender who truly believes,
That moment from Jesus a pardon receives.

Great things He hath taught us, great things He hath done,
And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son;
But purer, and higher, and greater will be
Our wonder, our transport1, when Jesus we see!

—Fanny J. Crosby (1820-1915)
Let us pray:

Gracious Heavenly Father we come to you today with open hearts to receive your benediction into our lives as we remember the cost of freedom that our brothers and sisters have sacrificed for us.  Enlighten us to receive your gracious love in our hearts and in so doing to share that love with all people everywhere, that we may never have to endure the pangs of war and devastation but resolve to make peace with all of your children. Let forgiveness be our motto so that we can live peaceably with all of your children. This we ask in Jesus Name – Amen. 
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