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Acts 11:1-18, Luke 5:27-39
Have any of you noticed that as one gets older. Change becomes harder.  The more we get used to those comfortable old slippers, the less do we see the need to change them. I am told by my wife that when it comes to fashion, I am a stuck in the mud. I believe I have the same hairstyle today that I had as a teenager, with the only difference that there is less hair now. I have shared before that I only go shopping for clothes every 5 years, and then it is to look for exact replacements. In fact, on the last expedition, which is probably about 5 years ago, I went back to the exact rack in the shoe department where I had found some shoes previously, and was shocked to find that the same shoe was no longer there. I know we get comfortable with what we are used to, and find it hard to change. 

There are some things that needing changing. There are others that shouldn’t be changed. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever Hebrews 13:8). Even heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away (Matthew 24:). God doesn’t change. But we have to. Unless we change, we die. Jesus tells us to repent and follow Him. Repentance, Metanoia means change of mind, change of direction and behaviour. It is at the heart of discipleship, being a follower of Jesus. meta = after or beyond, nous = mind. One could interpret it as thinking beyond the limitations of the mind, stretch our thinking. Paul tell us to be transformed by the renewing of your mind (Romans 12:2). 

Peter was a traditional Jew with a traditional understanding that he was not able to mix with gentiles. In fact a good Jew should not even enter a gentile house, let alone sit down and eat with them. In our Acts reading, we see how God speaks to Peter in a dream. This results in a complete change, a paradigm shift so that he comes to understand the the Gospel is not just for the Jew, but for everyone. Then he gets criticised from headquarters in Jerusalem. You went into the house of uncircumcised men and ate with them v.2.  It would be easy if we could all get our revelation from such dream, and sometimes we do. But God still speaks and brings revelation to us through many means. He speaks to us through His Word, by the Holy Spirit, in circumstances, and through his people. Peter received the supernatural revelation. Then he shared and taught the others what he had learned...Peter began and explained everything to them precisely as it happened v.4. When they heard this they had no further objections and praised God v.18.

In our Gospel, Jesus reaches out to one of the most despised in society, a tax collector. He invites Levi to Follow me. Levi repents by making a total life change, and then throws a banquet. Jesus goes to his home and eats with lots more tax collectors. The Pharisees and the teachers of the law...complained to his disciples, Why do you eat and drink with the tax collectors and sinners? v.30. It is in this context that he then gives this simple illustration of new wine and old wineskins. The new wine is obviously the new Gospel message which he brings. To what does the wineskin refer? What paradigm shifts do we need to make in order for the wineskins to be able accommodate the new wine? 

It could be attitudes, thoughts, words, actions that need changing. As one repeats these over and over, they become hardened, and a lot harder to break.

But Jesus is also challenging and correcting the Jewish cultural religious traditions that need changing. As practices are repeated and become regular over time, they are handed down from one generation to the next and so develop into “tradition”. Some of this is good and provides consistency, coherence and stability. But it can become an idol. The Free Merriam- Webster Dictionary defines tradition as an inherited, established, or customary pattern of thought, action, or behavior (as a religious practice or a social custom). Our repentance may need to include changing our inherited, established, customary thought, Action or behaviour. Jesus challenged the very root of the traditions of the Pharisees and scribes. They wouldn’t because they were so stuck in their ways, their religious culture and traditions. They had created tough old wineskins and would not even consider the new wine because they thought that the old was better, irreplaceable, incomparable. 

As you know we are in a process of discerning this integration with CTK. Inevitably there is going to be some change. There is going to be a group of people showing up here who may become part of the family. It is a little like the marriage process. Suddenly the family includes a whole lot of in-laws, and not everyone may behave in the manner to which we are accustomed. When I counsel young couples preparing for marriage, we deal with expectations. If either are expecting the other to becomes just like them, then they are in trouble. As we engage in this process, we need to have realistic expectations. If we expect CTK to become just like us, and vice versa, it isn’t going to work. After the service, you are invited to stay for a brief congregational meeting. This is to update you on the progress of the process committee. You will see that we have divided the topics into 8 major headings, under which are listed the issues being raised. These include those raised by you in your letters. We don’t have the final answers at this stage. However, I want to challenge both services.

On Sunday 30th there is going to be a great big celebration of our 137th anniversary, and CTK will be joining us. It will be followed by a finger lunch and then a joint congregation meeting. I am asking all of you to make it a priority to join us and be the hosts. 
{9:30 a.m. service. There will be more liturgy than you are used to, but it will be a glorious service. The children will be going to SS as usual. Please don’t stay away because you feel it is not convenient for you or not your personal taste. We need you there. Allow the Holy Spirit to expand your thinking and your comfort level.}

{11 a.m. service. The 9.30 worship team will be leading the praise time and may be a little different to what you are used to.  The children will be here probably making some noise before going to SS as usual. Please don’t stay away because you feel it is not convenient for you or not your personal taste. We need you there. Allow the Holy Spirit to expand your thinking and your comfort level.
I know one of the big issues is liturgy. I pray that you will so enjoy this service that all questions will fade away. For the long term, the Rector’s have made a proposal to the committee, and these will be considered along with the contributions of others. However, at this stage I just wanted to stretch some of the thinking. The later service will be based on the prayer book. I want to respond to one or two statements made in letters received, that we shouldn’t include, alternate, updated, modernised versions. The reality is that we are already doing that and no-one seems to mind. The Sursum chorda, is Latin for, Lift up your hearts. Today we sing a version written by Bambie. We also will be singing the Gloria, which is from the King of Glory setting. And then we sing the Agnus Dei, meaning the Lamb of God, which is not in our PB. At MP we sing the Birthday Jubilate and Venite as arranged by Bambie. What are these if not alternate, updated, modernised versions? Let me say, I think it is wonderful to be able to enjoy such diversity, so let’s not shut out God’s creativity because we are not open to change. In our Diocese, Living Word uses a PB version from Australia, At HT they use an updated version written by +Charles. CTK uses a blended service based on the PB.  In this area of liturgy, I am asking you not to close your minds. Let us not get so stuck on the wineskins that we miss the wine that they are meant to hold.}

How can we change?

Prayer opens us to revelation. Peter went on the rooftop to pray (Acts 10:9).

Questions and even criticism lead to explanation and learning (11:4).

Leaving the familiar, the tough old wineskins and following Jesus by opening ourselves to his new wine (Luke 5:27,28). 

 
I can tell you that I have changed. About a month ago I took a step out of my old ways and onto the wild side. Sometimes it takes someone else to help us make the changes. About a month ago Lynne took me for the first time to Uptown. My bucket list is complete, I have now been to Wal-mart. 

How open are we to change, generally?

What specifically needs to change in our way of thinking?

When was the last time you received revelation from the Lord that demanded change?

Prayer from Reinhold Niebuhr, adopted by AA

God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change,
Courage to change the things I can,
And wisdom to know the difference. 
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