On This Rock I Will Build My Church                                                October 9, 2011

Psalm 136, Acts 11:19-30, Matthew 16:13-20                                 
Many people are interested in God but not the church. Many Christians love the Lord, but not the church. The fact is you can’t truly be in relationship with one, without the other. I love the Lord, I find the church frustrating and exciting, and I have grown to truly love the church. This thanksgiving, I want to give thanks for this crazy wonderful creation of God, His Church.

Jesus is questioning the disciples about people’s responses to him personally. Who do people say the Son of Man is? ...Who do you say that I am? 
Peter gives his famous answer, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
And then Jesus connects the dots to “his church.” I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church.
There is the classic debate over how to interpret these words. The RC interpretation is that this is referring to the man Peter, and he is the forerunner of the popes. The Protestant interpretation is that Jesus is saying, you are petros a little stone, and on petra, the rock of Peter’s declaration, He will build his church. My personal view supports the latter. I am proposing a solution to bring the RC/Prot churches together, Rob for Pope.

Today I want to stretch this a little. As we believe, declare and live Jesus the Christ, we are engaging in the process of building the church. In other words, every one of us is a petros/stone in the church. And the church is built on each of our declared faith and testimony. Throughout history there have been some larger than life stones. Just in our history here, the Cridges were stones on which the Church of Our Lord has been built. It is because of their declared faith in Christ the rock, nevertheless, we still remember and acknowledge what they have done. There will always be these great, heroes of the faith - the Paul’s, Barnabus’s, Peter’s, the Mother Theresa’s, Billy Graham’s, John Stott’s. But every saint is no less important. Who knows Mordecai Ham? He led Billy Graham to the Lord. Who led Michael Green, John Stott to the Lord? EH Nash, or Bash as he was known, who ran a camp ministry. Many have been active here at COOL over these past 137 years. We don’t know their names, but the Lord does, and their names are written in his book of life. You are a stone in the Kingdom of God, and God wants to use you to build his church. On you, on your testimony, faith declaration, Christ is building his church. Is there any evidence, here now, and lasting into eternity? Only that built on Christ the rock will stand.

We stand at the edge of tremendous possibilities. We are part of a new reformation that is sweeping the Anglican Church. As we consider this link with CTK, we have the possibility of going from a good, to a great church, of building a strong flagship standing on the Rock, the Word of God, centered in Christ, led by the Holy Spirit, truly charismatic in all the best sense of the word, and continuing the best of the Anglican tradition. 

However, have you ever had a stone get stuck in your shoes? It can be painful and a major irritant. The other side of this picture is that we have to face the gates of hell. We stand on the rock of Christ. But we should be aware that whenever we stand, Satan is going to try and knock us off. The gates of hell are real and a counter attack will come. As we seek to bring unity, hell will sow thorns of disunity and dissension. As we seek to build, Satan will seek to steal, cheat, deceive and destroy. But this word says, the gates of hell will not overcome, I will build my church. 

From this foundation, we are given the keys of God’s kingdom which gives us access to God’s power and will. Whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. When I became part of Church of Our Lord, I was given some keys for entrance into this building. Since then, the number has grown as we have added more rooms. However, the one key that I don’t have, I am not sure if it is deliberate or an oversight - can you guess which one? It is the cookie cupboard. But we only receive keys if we are entrusted, and we belong. Jesus says:

Are we using the keys which we have been given? 

Last week Peter spoke on the battle of the giants in Antioch. One of the most exciting churches was built in Antioch so let’s learn from them in Acts 11, and then connect this, to that question about the keys. 
1. The Lord is present
.21 the Lord’s hand was with them

.23 there was visible evidence of God’s grace

.26 they were called Christians/ Christ’s ones

13:2 as the church gathered together in worship, in fasting and prayer, God spoke - the Holy Spirit said...

I give thanks for the Lord’s presence here in our worship and fellowship. Is there evidence of God’s grace...in you...here? When we meet is there a focus on Jesus and his presence, or is it dragged down into our muck? We have the key to enter into the Holy of Holies, into God’s presence, and then to lose his presence here in our circumstances.

2. The Gospel is preached
.20 the good news/the message was being spoken/ proclaimed to all ethne /cultural groups cf. Go and make disciples of all ethne / nations (Matthew 28:19)

.21 a great number of people believed and turned to the Lord

I give thanks for the faithful witness and preaching of the Gospel here at COOL for 137 years. Are we proclaiming good news or bad news? Test the fruit. What are you doing to proclaim the Gospel...to someone...anyone? What are the blockages you face? How can the keys to the kingdom open doors for the proclamation of the Gospel?

3. Ministry is released
.23,24 Barnabus...was glad and encouraged them all of them to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts. He was a good man full of the Holy Spirit and faith. 
.25 Then Barnabus went to Tarsus to look for Saul, and ...brought him to Antioch.
Why? Ministry was complementary and gift based. Barnabus showed humility in depending on others. Barnabus the encourager sought out Paul the initiator and teacher to complement his ministry. One of the benefits of linking with CTK is that we’ll see a greater variety and complementing of gifts.

I give thanks for the variety of ministries which have developed over the past few years. Look at the back page of the bulletin to see. Are you exercising your gift in ministry? Can we use the keys to open up the treasures of God’s gifts?

4. Mission happens 

v.28 they gave generously for famine relief to a church outside their own city

13:3 they even gave their best workers for mission, Saul and Barnabus were sent in obedience to God’s call.

We have keys which open up the resources of God in mission. Again, I give thanks for those people and missions with whom God’s hand has brought us together. When we see the conditions in Malawi or Cuba, it is a privilege to participate in sharing what we have with them. What a joy when we go down into the basement and see what God is doing among the youth at risk. Or when we come into this hall - and see all the young folk from the table having conversations about such creative topics like chocolate, or the infectious spirit every Thursday at CC. Mission is happening. 

Thanksgiving Prayer
Today I want to give thanks for everyone who makes up the Church of Our Lord, on you is the Church of our Lord the Christ being built. Let us pray for a church with some of those characteristics of Antioch. I long to see unbelief change to faith and many turning to the Lord Jesus Christ. I dream of a church where the ministry is released so that people are set free, where mission flows out into our immediate community, across this nation, to the ends of the earth. 

But recognise that it will entail a battle, there are usually casualties, and sometimes this will mean clearing out thorns and pruning back, in order to grow stronger. I believe in the Church that Christ wants to build, Lets pray and bind here on earth God’s heavenly kingdom plan and will. Let’s pray and loose the Holy Spirit to cleanse, refine and clear out every false spirit from this place. Let’s pray this dream church, the Church of Our Lord, into reality.  At the end of each prayer from Psalm 136, I shall say, Give thanks to the Lord for He is good, and you respond, His love endures forever.
Lord we give thanks and pray that you will stretch out your hand, you will anoint your church gathered together around this nation today. Touch, heal, encourage, bless all those whom you have called to your service. We pray for the new Anglican reformation, the ACNA, for your church here in Victoria, and for this congregation. Lord bless those who lead us in worship, in music and singing, those who welcome us at the door, those who offer opportunities for fellowship over coffee, those who minister to our children. Lord fill us, fill this place with your glory, your Holy Spirit, your anointing, your blessing. 

Give thanks to the Lord for He is good, His love endures forever.
Lord stretch out your hand and anoint the proclamation of your word. Lord touch each of our lips that we may speak good news from the overflow of our hearts, give us a spirit of boldness not timidity, change people’s hearts that many would come to believe and turn to you. Thank you for your promise that your word would not return empty but accomplish everything that you intend. We proclaim your freedom, your truth, your salvation, your gospel. Lord stretch out your hand over the areas of our world where there is suffering, hardship, injustice, oppression and persecution. We lift up the people of Afghanistan, Iraq, Israel and nations in the Middle East, Libya, Zimbabwe. You mention a situation that is on your heart. 

Give thanks to the Lord for He is good, His love endures forever.
Lord we give thanks and pray that you stretch out your hand upon all the ministries of this church. Release your gifts, your people, your Spirit among us. Release all the gifts of your Spirit, raise up mighty and godly men, women, and children. Lord, raise the Paul’s and Barnabus’ in your church. I invite you to lift up some of the ministries so we can join you in praying for them. Cridge Club, Home Groups, etc. 

Give thanks to the Lord for He is good, His love endures forever.
Lord stretch out your hand and send out mission into the world. We give thanks and pray for Rob Trepanier and Sanctuary, Josh, Andy and the Table, and those who minister to the young people in our city. We pray for Tim and LIM, Stan and Sandy Anonby with Wycliffe Bible Translators, those with African Enterprise in Africa. You lift up the people you would like us to pray for. Lord stretch out your hand across our nation. Raise up godly and wise leaders, full of your Holy Spirit. Lord in your grace, stretch out your hand upon us.
Give thanks to the Lord for He is good, His love endures forever.
Lord  we give thanks and pray that you stretch out your hand to touch each person here this morning. Lord you know our dreams, needs, hopes, fears, struggles, pain, desires. Lord I declare you gospel power to transform lives, to free the oppressed, to heal the sick, and to redeem that which is lost. Lord stretch out you hand upon every loved one, parents, children, brothers, sisters. Lord we declare your purpose in their lives. Lift up their names in prayer.

Give thanks to the Lord for He is good, His love endures forever.
Finally, I invite you to pray this prayer of commitment. Lord Jesus Christ, I am sorry for the things I have done wrong in my life. Please forgive me. I now turn from everything i know is wrong. Thank you that you died on the cross for me so that I could be forgiven and set free. Thank you that you offer me forgiveness and the gift of your Spirit. I now receive that gift. Please come into my life, fill me with your Holy Spirit, and use me in your service. Thank you, Lord Jesus. Amen. 

Give thanks to the Lord for He is good, His love endures forever.
6

1

