Good or Great                                                          September 11, 2011
2 Chronicles 2:1-10, Hebrews 11:1-16, Mark 4:21-34, (2 Sam 7:18-29)
This is a date that is etched into the American consciousness, as a day when terrorists carried out an act of evil, horror and destruction. But the Gospel of Jesus Christ interprets every event, through the purposes of the Sovereign Creator God. In any struggle there is hope, in hardship there is comfort, in the face of evil, there is the victory of good, in death, there is resurrection. In the midst of all the uncertainty and bad of this world, we know a God who is good, a God who is great. 

Early this year, the Lord spoke to me through 2 Chronicles 2:1-10.

Solomon gave orders to build a temple for the Name of the Lord (v.1)...The temple I am going to build will be great, because God is greater than all other gods (v.5).

We want to build a great church to honour the name of the Lord, our Almighty God. In an incredible prayer in 2 Samuel 7, David demonstrates how to pray. He doesn't beg, he asks with confidence, boldness, and faith. And his request is not based on his own selfish needs, but for the blessing of the house, which is in line with God's promise. His focus is on the greatness of God. How great you are, O Sovereign Lord! There is no one like you and there is no God but you (2 Samuel 7:22). Last week Peter mentioned that when he went away the world was in a mess, and when he came back it was in a greater mess. In the midst of this messy world, we can know a God who has a purpose and plan. His temple is a reflection of his presence in the world. At the same time he established a special covenant relationship with his people. Who is like you own people Israel - the one nation on earth that God went out to redeem as a people for himself, and to make a name for himself...you have  established your people Israel as your very own forever, and you O Lord, have become their God v.23.24). This privilege has been extended to us now through our Lord Jesus Christ. And this is his plan for this world, that we enter into a relationship with him so he will be our God and we are his children with all the extended benefits. This is the answer to the evil in our fallen sinful world. Our commission, job is to proclaim His Gospel and build His Church.    

     
How does it get built? Back to our reading from Chronicles.

Send me a man skilled ...Send me also...My men will work with yours... (v.7,8). We need to ask the Lord to send us skilled workers, resources as we partner and network in Kingdom body ministry. (Chauffeur story).

COOL is a good church. We are a worshipping church. We have been faithful in proclaiming the Word of God all these years, have a Kingdom Mission focus in partnering with His people, enjoy warm and welcoming fellowship, and  are open to the leading of the Holy Spirit. 

How can we go from good to great? Like Solomon we need to ask God to send us good skilled workers and resources. Welcoming already have been sent such wonderful skilled workers in our congregation, and those with whom we partner in mission e.g. Tim, Josh, Rob, etc. The harvest is ready and ripe, the Lord told us to pray for him to send more workers. 

Our Gospel reading tells us that we need to place the lamp on a lampstand and not hide or cover it. The message interpretation of a great temple, is a “showcase” temple. God is building his people as a “showcase” temple. To jump to another parable, the Kingdom of God is like a mustard seed. A small seed planted in the soil grows into a huge tree that becomes a shelter for all the birds of the air. Church of our Lord, used to be known as the little white church on the corner. It is no longer white or that little. This little seed has been the source of many kingdom ministries. From the early beginnings when the Cridge’s took in orphans, the Cridge Centre for the Family now provides shelter for children, seniors, battered women, those with brain damage, and many others. I am sure they would be amazed to see how the seed sown has grown into such a wonderful tree. More recently the Community Ministry Centre is another fulfillment of promise. 

Our Hebrews passage describes a gallery of faithful heroes who; did not receive the things promised, they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance. For +Cummins who started the REC, and +Cridge, they hoped for a new Anglican church that was true to their Biblical, Evangelical, and Reformed beliefs. It didn’t really happen, and the REC remained a fairly marginal group. However, what is happening today could be seen to be a fulfillment of the promises for which they hoped. We are part of a Church with a great history locally, but are also part of a new reformation that is taking place worldwide. This gives us access to the rich resources of God’s grace in His wider Church. 

I digress to give a synopsis of my personal journey and reflections.

I was ordained into the Anglican Church in South Africa in 1977, left over the “liberal” direction in 1988, then ministered in the non-denominational community church scene for about 9 years, before returning to the REC when called to COOL in September 1997. It included So a few years ago, when there was talk of Anglicans who had left the Episcopal/Anglican church, coming together around the common cause movement, I was full of anticipation. And then I was really excited to be at the birthing of the Anglican Church in North America (ACNA) in Fort Worth, Texas in 2009. So I am one who is very committed to this new Church and pray for it to succeed. 

For those of you who may not remember the explanations, the Anglican Church of North America (ACNA) is the umbrella body and is made up of a number of “Anglican” jurisdictions in the United States and Canada under the leadership of our Archbishop, Bob Duncan. At an international level, the Global Anglican Future Conference  (GAFCON) meeting in Jerusalem in 2008, cemented a new relationship between many Bishops from Canada, USA, Africa, Asia and the Southern cone (South America).  The main members here in Canada are: the Reformed Episcopal Church (REC) who branched out of the Episcopal/Anglican church in the 1870’s, the Anglican Network in Canada (ANiC) and the Anglican Coalition in Canada (ACiC) who started in the last ten years. There are a few more in the USA. Each have their own Bishops and Clergy but are in close relationship with one another. I have been very committed to seeing these jurisdictional walls coming down so we can be united as one strong church rather than duplicating and diluting ourselves. Over the past two years some of the pastors of these “Anglican” churches here on Vancouver Island have been meeting for fellowship.

Back to the local scene. A few months ago the Rev. Ron Corcoran, Rector of Christ the King Church and I were having a visit. When they had to leave their property the question was asked, why they didn’t link with us. They since found rented accommodation, but this has proved not to be ideal. So we began to consider the same question, “why not?” I invited him to discuss this with his leadership. To cut through a few months, including more meetings, sharing with our bishops, discussion with our leadership, we are now seriously exploring the possibility of our two congregations entering a courtship that could lead to uniting. In Victoria this would offer a strong “showcase” flagship/ mother church for this new Anglican expression. In consultation with Bishop Charles, we are also looking at the possibility of the REC, which is small, joining with the ANIC which is the largest group and represented across the nation. There are still many issues and practicalities to be faced. If this is the Lord’s will, then there will be clear guidance of the Holy Spirit. To affirm the Scriptural teaching popularised in the book by Terry Fulham, Miracle at Darien, if Jesus is Head of His Body, and we are filled with the Holy Spirit, there will be consensus and unity as we listen to his direction. A working committee of representatives from both churches including the Rectors, will be meeting with the Bishops on Saturday September 24 to start the process - a journey we are calling a conversation and courtship.  Our representatives are: our present Churchwardens Dick Faulks and Diane Liang, together with Joan Krayenhoff and David Murray. 

Do pray with us, and if you have any questions please ask the pastors, work committee, parish council or vestry members. The most helpful would be to write out your questions and send them to the committee through the office. At the national and local levels, I still have great hope that we can see a Kingdom Church built, which is based firmly on the foundation of our Lord Jesus Christ and the Word, full of the Holy Spirit, and incorporates the best of our Anglican tradition. 

Bishop Dorrington will now come and share a letter from himself and Bishop Trevor Walters. This letter together with some thoughts from myself, and some recommendations for further reading will be available after the service in a special edition of the Grape Vine. Next week, Christ the King magazine will be available. 

Bishop Charles will now address us. 
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