Praying in the Kingdom of Heaven                                    September 18, 2011
2 Samuel 7: 18-29, Luke 11:1-13
When we look around at this world in which we live, at the church of which we are part, how should we pray? We know we should pray, but how? How can we pray more effectively? The disciples ask Jesus to show them how to pray. The answer is what we know as the Lord’s Prayer, which is one of the most beloved prayers and we pray it each week as part of our service. But it is more than just a prayer in itself, but is like an agenda, a menu for how to pray. Praying through the LP in this way can change and enrich our own prayer life considerably. We are told to pray for God’s kingdom to come here on earth as it is in heaven. How? 

First we have to know something about heaven;

Our Father in who is in Heaven
We start with addressing God in this personal way. David’s life is all about knowing his God and sharing every part of his life with Him. He addresses Him: How great are you Sovereign Lord! There is no one like you...when you pray, who are you praying to?  We will never pray into reality great things unless we truly know God’s greatness. Praying effectively on earth can only happen if we understand something of heaven. And we can only see from heaven’s vantage point if we know the one makes this his headquarters.  From our innermost being our spirits recognise Him as our loving heavenly Father, Abba. ...you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry ‘Abba’ Father.’ The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children (Romans 8:15,16). When we pray, it is not to beg a reluctant miser, but to come and share our needs with our generous loving heavenly Father. Praying for the business on earth starts with connecting with heaven.

Hallowed by your name
Knowing God, means worshipping Him. It doesn’t make sense to worship God unless we know Him. We are made with an inner need to know and worship our Creator. When we don’t, we replace Him with something or someone else. God is enthroned on the praises of his people, so when we praise we are acknowledging and inviting the royal majestic rule of God to take His rightful place as Head and Lord. He then has the freedom to enter into our lives and create, recreate, redeem, restore, transform and impact our lives and circumstances. As we hallow/ honour his name, priorities fall into place. David asks in prayer...so that your name will be great forever. Our personal significance, agenda and will is put into perspective. As David prays, Who am I, O Sovereign Lord...The tax collector’s prayer, God have mercy on me a sinner, is contrasted with the Pharisee’s prayer, God, I thank you that I am not like other men...(Luke 18:12,13). Praise leads us into penitence.

(Invite the worship team up to lead us in praise.)

Forgive us our sins/trespasses as we forgive those who sin against us.
Receiving and giving forgiveness is at the heart of the Gospel. Those who can’t end up harming themselves as embittered, resentful, lonely and lost. If God can forgive us who are we not to forgive others when they ask.  This is the meaning of grace, the means by which we can enter a relationship with God, and the effects of who we become - gracious and graceful, or full of self-righteousness and self-importance. The context for the Lord’s Prayer in Matthew 6 is about doing things, including prayer for outward show.

(Let’s say the Confession together)

Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven
David’s prayer is comes from his knowledge of his God. What more can David say to you? For you know your servant, o sovereign Lord. For the sake of your word and according to your will, you have done this great thing and made it known to your servant &;20,21). 

Jesus came preaching what? Repent for the kingdom of heaven is near (Matthew 4:17).

He is God incarnate who brings this transcendent perfect eternal reality into our world, our lives so we can get a glimpse of heaven. The only way to enter is through Him. It requires repentance, turning away from our sinful nature and existence. And turning to believe, follow, and trust in Him with our very lives. But what does he want of us? How do we know?   

We all long to know God’s will, his mind. ...no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, for he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned..But we have the mind of Christ (1 Corinthians 2:11,14,16). 

Praying God’s will and kingdom here on earth, comes by knowing His heavenly will and kingdom in heaven. And this comes through the Holy Spirit. 

Give us this day our daily bread
Again it our of this relationship that we can trust in God’s provision and ask him to meet our need. Jesus reaches us from nature in Matthew 6 as he reassures that we have no need to worry about the cares of life. Why? Because our heavenly Father feeds...even the birds of the air, and are we not much more valuable than they? David’s prayers are based on God’s promises. And now O Lord keep forever the promises...Do as you promised...O Sovereign Lord, you are God. Your words are trustworthy, and you have promised these good things to your servant. Now be pleased to bless the house of your servant...
(We worship the Lord with our tithes and offerings)

This is a lesson I learned. I am a child of God and I can bring my every need to Him. I can keep knocking in persevering pray, come with confidence in my request, stand on his covenant promises. Will you join with me in prayer? There’s a novel idea. Less talk, more prayer. Specifically our prayer is this, Lord may your kingdom come, your will be done, here on earth as it is in heaven. At the end of each prayer I shall say, Lord in your mercy, and you respond: Lord hear our prayer.

Lord we pray that you will anoint your church gathered together around this nation today. Touch, heal, encourage, bless all those whom you have called to your service. We pray for the Anglican in general, for the new Anglican reformation church, for your church here in Victoria. We pray for this congregation of COOL, for our sister church of Christ the King. Lord bless those who lead us in worship, in music and singing, those who welcome us at the door, those who offer opportunities for fellowship over coffee, those who minister to our children. Lord fill us, fill this place with your glory, your Holy Spirit, your anointing, your blessing. May your kingdom, your perfect will be done here on earth, here in this place, as it is in heaven. Lord in your mercy, Lord hear our prayer. 
Lord anoint the proclamation of your word. Lord we given thank for those who faithfully preach your word. Touch each of our lips that we may speak good news from the overflow of our hearts, give us a spirit of boldness not timidity. Change people’s hearts that many would come to believe and turn to you. Thank you for your promise that your word would not return empty but accomplish everything that you intend. We proclaim your freedom, your truth, your salvation, your gospel. Lord may your will, your kingdom rule, come here on earth, where there is suffering, hardship, injustice, oppression and persecution, as it is in heaven. We lift up the people of Afghanistan, Iraq, Israel and nations in the Middle East, Libya, Zimbabwe. You mention a situation that is on your heart. Lord in your mercy, Lord hear our prayer.

Lord may your kingdom come and your will be done in all the ministries of this church. Release your gifts, your people, your Spirit among us. Release all the gifts of your Spirit, raise up mighty and godly men, women, and children. Lord, raise the Paul’s and Barnabus’ in your church. Lord send out missionaries into the world. We pray for Rob Trepanier, Josh, Andy and those who minister to the young people in our city. We pray Pastor John Chirwa in Malawi, your church in Cuba, Stan and Sandy Anonby in Brazil, those with African Enterprise in Africa. Raise up godly and wise leaders, full of your Holy Spirit. You lift up the people you would like us to pray for.  Lord in your mercy, Lord hear our prayer.

Lord heavenly Father, touch each person here this morning. Lord you know our dreams, needs, hopes, fears, struggles, pain, desires. Lord I declare you gospel power to transform lives, to free the oppressed, to heal the sick, and to redeem that which is lost. Lord and Father, put your loving arms around every loved one, parents, children, brothers, sisters. Lord we declare your purpose in their lives. Lift up their names in prayer. Lord in your mercy, Lord hear our prayer.

Finally, I invite you to pray this prayer of commitment. Heavenly Father, I am sorry for the things I have done wrong in my life. Please forgive me. I now turn from everything i know is wrong. Lord Jesus, thank you that you died on the cross for me so that I could be forgiven and set free. Thank you that you offer me forgiveness and the gift of your Spirit. I now receive that gift. Please come into my life, fill me afresh Holy Spirit, and use me in your service. Thank you, Lord Jesus. Amen. Lord in your mercy, Lord hear our prayer.

Yours Lord is the power and the glory, for ever and ever, Amen!
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