“Are we living for the dot or the line?” 
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Heb 12:1-13

We must look away to Jesus THE COMPASSIONATE MAN.  The human Jesus has known our experiences of trial and fierce adversity.  When we feel that we cannot summon another ounce of energy for “the race that is set before us” (Heb 12:1), we must think of the race that was set before Him.  He endured, though His course was incomparably more difficult than ours. Jesus triumphed and, in His strength, so can we.

Moreover, we must direct our gaze to Jesus THE VICTORIOUS PIONEER, the pathfinder or trailblazer of faith.   Since His incarnation and passion His personal example makes His leadership available to His people in a way that was impossible before.   He did not fail them and He will not disappoint us.
Believers are required to fix their attention on Jesus THE ONLY PERFECTER.  He brings our faith to triumphant completion.   He makes it all perfect and He alone.  Neither our moral integrity, our devoted service, our spiritual experiences can perfect our faith.   Believers rely completely on Him, for he ran the greatest race right to its finish, and we come to fullness of life only in Him Col (2:10).  
Those who wish to run the race with perseverance must also look to Jesus THE DEVOTED SERVANT.  This letter reminds us that Jesus came into this world to do God’s will (10:7,9) as a lowly (2:14,17) and obedient servant (5:8).   Hebrews 12:2 might well be translated  ‘Instead of the joy set before him he endured the cross.   He took “the form of a servant” and “did not count his equality with God a thing to be grasped”  (Phil 2:5-8).
Christians must look away to Jesus THE EFFECTIVE PRIEST.  He is “seated” (Heb 12:2) in the heavens, recalling 1:3.   Obviously there will be occasions when the weights of life hinder our movements in the race and when the sin, which clings so closely impedes our progress, troubles our fellow Christians, mars our witness, and grieves our Lord.   At such times we must look away to Christ and recall that He is seated in the heavens, His saving work complete.  If we look in faith and penitence (1 John 1:9) we can receive the cleansing we need and the forgiveness He bestows (Heb 9:14,26; 10:11-12,17-18).
Moreover, believers must turn their eyes to Jesus THE ENTHRONED LORD.  He is at “the throne of God” (12:2).  They need to take heart that their destiny is not in the hands of the world’s powers, their international or local agents of persecution, or all the vagaries of a continuously developing dysfunctional global order.
Finally, Christians must look away to Jesus THE PATIENT SUFFERER.  They must “consider him” (12:3) lest they become exhausted, growing “weary or fainthearted” (12:3), flinging themselves to the ground and collapsing before they have surged past the winning post of the race.  When they “consider” Jesus, they will realize that hardships are no reason to give up or to drop out.   After all, He suffered far more than we are called to endure.
CONCLUSION

Hebrews concludes with words of a loving parent who wants nothing less than the very best for a child.   The practical advice offered is to be loving (13:1-3), to be pure (13:4), to be content (13:5-6), to be loyal to those who lead (13:7-12), to be bold in the face of rejection and reproach (13:13-14), and, finally, to be worshipful (13:15-16) as a way of life that cares for others, lives sacrificially, and gives.
Coming to the end of his “love letter” to God, Larry Crabb tells God “Like I expected, this conversation was longer than most of our others, and more confusing.”  Here he may be speaking for the many Christians who don’t read Hebrews regularly because they stumble over the constant references to unfamiliar portions of the OT that make it difficult for the average person to understand.   He continues, “I didn’t expect the meat to be so hard to chew.  But the few bites I’ve been able to swallow tasted really good.”  This concedes that there are substantial benefits for those who do study Hebrews and discover truths that can enrich and even transform their Christian experience.   God responds: “Keep chewing.   You’ll know that the nourishment from this meat is generating strength to believe-to keep faith in God’s soul-satisfying goodness when we are in the middle of dream-shattering badness, to wait-to hold on to the happy hope of the coming party at the beginning of the line when we so badly want happiness living in the dot, and to love-to embrace our trials and sufferings as expressions of God’s love and His chastening as evidence of His active involvement in our lives as we avoid discouragement and bitterness and keep on doing God’s will.
Let us pray:  2 Cor 6:3-10
QUESTIONS

1. WHAT ARE THE ‘WEIGHTS’ AND THE ‘ENSNARING’ SINS’ THAT THE  WRITER URGES HIS READERS TO “LAY ASIDE’ (SEE 12:1)?

2. IN WHAT WAYS IS JESUS

a) THE COMPASSIONATE MAN?

b) THE VICTORIOUS ‘PIONEER’?

c) THE ONLY ‘PERFECTER’ OF OUR FAITH?

d) THE DEVOTED SERVANT?

e) THE EFFECTIVE PRIEST?

f) THE ENTHRONED LORD?

g) THE PATIENT SUFFERER?

3. WHAT ‘MEAT’ IN HEBREWS HAVE YOU PERSONNALY MOST ‘CHEWED’ ON?

4. OF THE ‘BITES’ YOU’VE BEEN ABLE TO ‘SWALLOW’ WHAT HAS ‘TASTED’ THE BEST?

5. HOW HAS HEBFEWS INCREASED YOUR APPRECIATION FOR THE UNITY OF SCRIPTURE?  HOW HAVE YOU GAINED A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF JESUS?  HOW DO YOU NOW UNDERSTAND HIS PRESENT MINISTRY AS HIGH PRIEST?  HOW HAVE YOU BECOME MORE AWARE OF THE IMPORTANCE OF LISTENING FOR GOD’S VOICE?  HOW DO YOU NOW HAVE A BETTER GRASP OF THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN LAW/FAITH? 
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