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Colossians 1:15-20, Matthew 4:18-22
When does nothing mean everything? You have heard of those games/exercises such as, if you could only save one thing from your burning house, what would it be? In other words, what is the most important thing in your life? How much of what we carry, is excess baggage? In a small way out downsizing exercise challenged us to do this. 

Some friends had a spare 5th wheel at an RV park in Palm Springs and invited us to come. We used our Airmiles and headed down for our 1st winter sun break since coming to Canada. Having heard of our holiday adventures, collecting us from the airport, he said, I wonder what story you will have to take back this time. A week later we headed back to the airport, leaving at 3.30 a.m. to catch an early flight. We were half a sleep and jumped into the truck. When we arrived, we noticed the tailgate was down, and our luggage was nowhere to be seen. So we flew back luggageless and left him to retrace our footsteps along the highway. Well, one bag was never found, and part of one turned up with a few clothing items scattered along the highway. While somewhat disappointing, it was just some extra “stuff.” Perhaps we were still learning to downsize and travel light. What extra baggage is God wanting us to lose?

I have been reading a book by Tullian Tchividjian, who is Billy Graham’s grandson. We was the pastor of a church in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. Coral Ridge Presbyterian was the large well known church made famous by James Kennedy, and the Evangelism Explosion program. He died in 2007, and they invited Tullian to consider becoming their pastor. He chose not to apply, so they then invited his church to consider joining theirs. They went through an extensive discernment period and felt strongly led to do this. In 2009 they had a great celebration as he was inducted as the Senior Pastor. Almost immediately a small but vocal group began to oppose everything, and then tried to have him ousted. In the end the church rallied around him as pastor, but the lesson he shares is this. “I’d never realised before how dependent I’d become on human approval and acceptance until so much of it was taken away by the rolling controversy at Coral Ridge...I was being challenged by God to more fully understand exactly what I already had in Christ...I recognised that I had been depending on the endorsement of others to validate me.” He goes onto describe how he had to learn that Jesus + nothing = everything. He challenges us to look at what we are adding to Jesus, holding onto as idols, and thus depreciating the Gospel. 

Look at our Colossians Epistle, and at the words “all” and “everything.”

Jesus is Lord of Creation 

By him all things were created, ...in heaven and on earth...by Him and for Him.
He is before all things, in him all things hold together.
We live in one of the most beautiful parts of all creation. The deception is to worship the creation. How many times do you hear, I worship God in nature? Sounds lovely, but misses the point. Jesus is the creator of all things. When people get hung up on power, Jesus is before i.e. the first and foremost authority of all powers. Whether this is secular in Canada, the USA, Iran, or wherever, or spiritual principalities and powers. 

We may feel at times things seem out of control, internationally, or personally. In him all things hold together. When some of those securities aren’t there, we are hanging on by a thread, it could be that the Lord is taking away our crutches so we’ll learn to rely on him completely. 

Sometime we may feel the same about the church. As I read of some of the goings on, the blogs on line, and after years in the church, there are times I wonder if God is really heading up his church. Yet Colossians affirms:

Jesus is Lord of the Church

...he is the head of the body, the church...he is the beginning and the firstborn among the dead...so that in everything he might have supremacy...God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him.
Our fullness and sufficiency is in Christ alone. If we are adding to that, we are diminishing Him. It may be along the lines that Tullian shares, the need for people pleasing and affirmation. He goes onto ask, what areas do we say Jesus and...

”For many of us, it may be Jesus and our achievements,, Jesus and our strengths, ...our reputation...our relationships...family’s prosperity...our ambitions, and goals and dreams...our personal preferences, and tastes and styles...our spiritual growth...our hobbies and recreational pursuits and entertainment habits - and especially Jesus and our personal set of life rules...Whatever our heart is drawn to - a cultural trend, a cause, a diversion, a personal passion, a relationship, a pursuit, a venture, a comfortable routine - ...it becomes an idol and our hearts grab hold. As Martin Luther once said, ‘Whatever your heart clings to and confides in, that is really your God’ - your functional savior.” 

The Pharisees and Scribes added all sorts of rules and regulations to God’s salvation message and this was one of the areas of conflict between them and Jesus.  What are we exalting to idol status by wanting Jesus and... You ask him and fill in the blanks. A clue could be the thing you are clinging to the most. 

Rick Warren shares out of the challenges he and his wife have had this year, she was diagnosed with cancer. With all his “success” this is what is most important to him. “When I get up in the morning, I sit on the side of my bed and say, God, if I don't get anything else done today, I want to know You more and love You better. God didn't put me on earth just to fulfill a to-do list. He's more interested in what I am than what I do.”  It is all about our relationship with Jesus and discovering our all sufficiency in him.

Jesus calls Peter and Andrew, James and John, to follow him. At once they left their boat...their nets and followed him. The nets and boat represented all that gave them security, their livelihood. I knew the man who started the largest fast food chain in South Africa, called Wimpy, a version of McDonalds. He gave his life to the Lord who told him to give it up, give it away, and follow me. He did, and put his entrepreneur gifts to work planting and growing churches. God said to Abraham, Leave your country, your people, and your father’s household and go to the land I will show you (Genesis 12:1).  He was called to leave behind the very things that gave him his sense of identity, his nationality, family, home. What do you hold onto that God is telling you to lay down? Is Jesus enough, or do you need to add something of your own making, even when it seems so spiritual? I love the way Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who was martyred for his opposition to Naziism, puts it in, The Cost of Discipleship: "The disciple...is called out, and has to forsake his old life... The old life is left behind, and completely surrendered. The disciple is dragged out of his relative security into a life of absolute insecurity (that is, in truth, into the absolute security and safety of the fellowship of Jesus)."

As you know, we are considering this relationship with CTK. I believe it is the Lords’ direction, otherwise I wouldn’t have initiated it. We are going through a process of discernment and your role is essential. However, if it goes ahead, great. If it doesn’t, that is just fine. I am completely at peace and surrender everything to the Lord. If all I have is Jesus, I have everything. If all we have is Jesus, we have everything. Where are you today, is Jesus your all sufficiency? What is Jesus telling you to let go and surrender? It may be this church...this service...our ministry? Does Jesus + nothing = everything to you today?
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