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Isaiah 35, Matthew 2:1-12 (Psalm 1)
Are we traveling God’s Highway? Today we are looking at a journey, the Magi/ wise men’s journey to Jerusalem, and how this applies to our life journey on God’s highway, as described in Isaiah 35. We begin with what we know about their starting point, and end with them reaching their destination, but then will focus on the highway itself.  (Paddy in the highway)

Can you imagine what travel was like before roads, let alone highways? I remember driving up to Mt. Washington when the kids were young, on the old main road, beautiful and scenic but windy and slow. The new highway has cut the time significantly. Imagine going up the Malahat on horseback. When we were back in Africa, we travelled on dusty roads in our oxcarts. Actually we often travelled through the Karoo desert on our way from Cape Town to Durban. It was hot, dry, and long but better than walking. In Malawi, dust roads very dangerous dodging animals, chickens, children, and trying to get to the one gas station before it closed. Accident, no car stuck in the middle of nowhere. Highways have made a huge difference on avoiding the hardships of traveling through inhospitable rough terrain. So what can we learn about our spiritual road.

The Magi begin with 3 steps, which is similar to the way most of us begin our spiritual journey. 

1. They asked, Where is the one...They were seekers, and seekers ask questions..where...what...who...why...

2. We saw his star...Questions have to be connected to revelation. Whether the revelation elicits the questions or vice versa, without God’s revelation we never discover truth. God goes to great lengths to communicate and reveal Himself to us.

3. We...have come...Questions and revelation have to lead to action and follow through. Questions without revelation means confusion, revelation without action leads to a gnostic false piety.

What I have found helpful in reconsidering this passage, is that these men were not your orthodox, churchgoing, dot the i’s and cross the t’s doctrinally correct believers. They would be more closely aligned with new age astrologers. This doesn’t mean God affirms their spirituality, no more than he affirmed Mary’s prostitution lifestyle. What we see is that they are seekers whom God revealed his signs in terms that they recognised. They saw and came. 

Questions: Are you a seeker or settler? Are you stuck in a rut or stepping out onto the highway? Have you had any good revelation recently? Is God speaking to you? How do we react when we meet with someone whose beliefs and lifestyles are different to our own values? Can we find a way to connect with them in order to share the gospel? 

These 3 steps get us onto the highway but I am going to jump to the conclusion and destiny. Have you travelled with kids, and every 10 minutes you get the question, are we there yet? The magi stated their intention. We...have come to worship him...they bowed down and worshipped him. We read in Revelation that heaven is all about gathering around the throne in worship. For us still living in this fallen sinful world, worship is both our eternal destiny, but also part of our daily walk which connects us to heaven. In fact, the highest priority we have is to worship God in all the fullness of his revelation to us...as the Lord God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit...as the Word become flesh,  the Lamb on the throne, the First and the Last who was and is and is to come... Then they opened their gifts and presented him with gifts...This is one of the most important aspects of worship...to present our gifts...the gift of ourselves, our time, talents and ministries, our finances, tithes and offerings.  

Question: How important is worship to you? Is it something you fit into your schedule, or is it the centre and foundation and focus of everything you do? How do you think you’ll fit into heaven where there is a lot of worship?

And along the way between seeking and finding and before entering eternity, we have a choice of following high road or the low road, The Way or another way, the Highway to Heaven or the low way to hell. The highway provides a way over the rocks and holes, through the valleys and over the mountains. Along this highway we will face:

· The Wilderness where limited resources stifle life - Lack of water, shade, nutrition etc. These could refer to any number of the life situations we face. 

· The Herod’s who have a self-serving agenda of opposition. He asked questions and stated that he wanted to worship him. While his lips said the same as the magi, his heart was in a very different place, his motives were self-serving and destructive. 

Isaiah speaks encouragement, Be strong and courageous. He then describes those who have extra difficulties walking this highway. This has Messianic tones, and point directly to Jesus’ ministry. 

Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped, Then the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy.
Look at the reply given to John the Baptist’s disciples question as to whether he was the Messiah, The blind receive their sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor.
  

Jesus has come to make a difference in personal lives, spiritually and physically. The standards are very different to the world. Uncleanness of any kind will not be acceptable on this way. Psalm 1. The requirement is holiness, which only comes through the redemption offered by the ransom paid on our behalf by the Lord.  

And God is in the transformation business. Not only does he give us a road through the desert, his intention is to transform the desert. 

The desert and the parched land will be glad, the wilderness will rejoice and blossom...water will gush forth...and streams in the desert...the thirsty ground bubbling springs.
Jesus’ resurrection brings life out of death. God’s plan is entrance into Zion, the holy city of God, the holy presence of the Lord, not only in eternity, but here and now. Everlasting joy will crown their heads...sorrow and sighing will flee away.
Questions: Are we on the highway to heaven? Where are we on this highway as we come into this year of 2012? Do our weak knees need strengthening so we can stand firm? What are the dry areas that need to be baptised in the Holy Spirit so that streams of living water will flow from within? Is our spirit overflowing with sorrow and sighing, or joy and gladness?

14 years ago this was a church with a glorious history that seemed to begin and practically ended with the Cridge’s with a few high and low points in between. The building was run down and dilapidated, the facilities were inadequate, there was no mission to speak of. But the Word of God was preached and a congregation came faithfully to honour God.  Since then we have seen the church sanctuary beautifully restored, the community ministry centre built, mission flourish, and a proliferation of ministries with a high level of people involvement. As we come into this new year of 2012, this is the highway that has been built for us to travel. The Lord is directing us to follow Him, His revelation, His direction and instruction. We have a great leadership team who are seeking to do just that. It may be together with CTK, and at the moment I obviously believe it will, but it may not. I am asking you to step out with us as we seek to follow His revelation. There will be up’s and downs, changes and challenges, but I believe God has a plan to take this church to a new level. We can get a small glimpse of Zion, of heaven on earth. 

I close with this hope for Church of our Lord from earlier in Isaiah. For the Old Testament references, replace with Church of Our Lord.

In the last days the mountain of the Lord’s temple will be established as chief among the mountains, it will be raised above the hills and all nations will stream to it. Many people’s will come and say, Come let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways so that we might walk in his paths. The word of the Lord will go out from Zion...(2:2,3) 
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